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MARCH EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm THURSDAY, Mar. 23, 1989 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers 
and those who need assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 
VELMA WINN, a professional genealogist new to our area, 

will be speaking on 
PROBATE RECORDS 

This very knowledgeable lady is literally bursting 
with information about many research sources. 

RAFFLE: Greg Bragg will bring a selection of books from the Family Tree House from which 
the raffle winner may choose a prize. 

APRIL DAY MEETING 
The next day meeting will be held in the Bee-her Room on Wednesday, April 12, from 

10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 	The subject of discussion will be "MILITARY, PENSION, and 
BOUNTY-LAND WARRANT FILES at the National Archives." There will also be time set aside 
for individual help for beginners and anyone having special problems in researching. Come 
and let us help each other. 

1989 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
THE DEADLINE FOR PAYING YOUR 1989 DUES IS MARCH 31 

A RED i)OT on your address label indicates that your dues have not been received as of 
the mailing of this newsletter. The dues are $7.50 per year. After March 31, the monthly 
newsletter is mailed only to members who are paid up for 1989. We dont want to lose you 
as a member. You can pay your $7.50 at the March meeting; or mail your check, payable to 
Placer County Genealogical Society, to P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604. 

CHANGES TO TilE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME to the following new members: 
#246 Don & Eleanor Mayfarth 	12463 Hyde Park Lane, Auburn, CA 95603 	823-2887 
#247 Glyneth Cassidy 	 P.O. Box 492, Auburn, CA 95604 
CHANGE ADDRESS of #155 Marjorie McConnell to P.O. Box 1286, Nevada City, CA 95959. 

APRIL FOOLS DAY GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Don 	be a fool! Come to the PCGS Genealogy Workshop on Saturday, April 1, in the 

Beecher Room. The workshop hours are 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. - however, with the LibraryTh 
new extended Saturday hours, the Beecher Room will be open until 4:00 pm. 

This is an opportunity to meet and talk with other Society members. Beginners can 
receive individualized help from experienced researchers; and seasoned genealogists can 
discuss their seemingly unsolvable research problems. 

If you have any books, periodicals, maps or other genealogical material you would 
like to share, or that you feel may be helpful to others, bring them to this meeting. 
And, bring your research binder! We want to share surnames and filing systems. 

Bring a bag lunch; coffee and punch will be served. 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 1, FROM 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Do you know that the Auburn-Placer County Library is now open on 
SATURDAYS from 9:00am to 5:00pm? Isnt that great? 

"One genealogist completed a family group record where the first child was listed under 
a birth (late less than nine months after the marriage. Under 'necessary explanations' 
was written: 'early conception is quite prevalent at this altitude.' 

* ** * * * 
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SEMINARS, Etc. 

Saturday, March 18th at the Sacramento Stake Center, 1101 51st St. (51st and K St). All 
day seminar will start at 9:00am. Classes will be offered on Beginning Research, U.S. 
Sources, Computer Genealogy, as well as English, German, Irish and Swedish Research. 
Registration at the door begins at 8:00am. Look on the Library Genealogical Bulletin Board 
for more information. 

Saturday, March 25th, 1:00 to 4:00pm at 300 Brannon St., corner of 2nd St. in San 
Francisco. Dr. Jim Ryan, author of "Irish Records, Sources for Family & Local History", 
will be the speaker on Irish Records. Admission is $10 for members of the Calif. Gen. 
Society, and $15 for non-members. For further information contact California Genealogical 
Society in San Francisco. 

GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds. 	For more information call Ella-Louise 
Whaley 273-8074. 

BUS TRIP: The next bus trip sponsored by the Genealogical Association of Sacramento to the 
San Bruno Federal Archives and Sutro Library will be Wednesday, Mar. 22, cost $17, checks 
payable to GAS. Checks must be sent to Donna Van Lone, 11555 Hein Road, Elk Grove, CA 
95758, ten days prior to date of trip. To place your name on the trip list, call Donna 
684-2243. If you decide to go, call Ann Chandler, 878-8665, to arrange for carpooling. 

** 	* ** * ****** *** * * **** * 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES: The National Archives Pacific Sierra Region, formerly the San Francisco 
Branch, will be open for genealogy research ONLY on the second and fourth Saturday of each 
month from February 11th through May 13th 1989 between 9:00am and 4:00pm. The National 
Archives is located at 1000 Commodore Dr., San Bruno, CA. 

The National Archives Branch at San Bruno also announces the spring schedule for 
genealogical workshops. open to the public. 	The basic workshop provides training on 
finding your family through the use of federal census records, passenger arrivals, 
naturalization, military and land records. The workshops will be provided twice a mouth 
from February through July 1989. The workshop fee is $5.00. Please call (415)876-9009 to 
request a list of dates and to register. 

cmD THE WORLD: (Extracted frm the Contra Costa Co. Gen. Soc. iewsietter) by law, me 
only way you can do research in Czechoslovakia is through that countryTh embassy in 
Washington, DC. 	It takes a good deal of time, but those who have used the embassy's 
service have been well rewarded. 

Some information on your French ancestors may be available from: Services Culturels 
Francais, 972 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10021. They'll supply an explanation of French 
records, suggestions on where to begin searching, a list of private genealogists in France 
plus French-oriented genealogical societies in the U.S. and the names and addresses of 97 
"Archives Departementales" in France. 

If your librarian will write to the New York State Archives, Empire State Plaza, 
Albany, NY 12230, she/he can obtain New York State Archives land records on microfilm for 
you. 

The University of Kentucky will send its microfilmed newspaper holdings on out-of-state 
interlibrary loan. Write: Interlibrary Loan, M.L. King Library, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, KY 40506-0391. 

Official land surveys of Oklahoma, which have been in storage for over 100 years, have 
been turned over to the State Department of Libraries which maintains the State Archives. 

If you-11 send briefly stated, specific questions about Indiana people, the Indiana 
State Library, 140 N. Senate St., Indianapolis, IN 46204, will check one name in indexed, 
printed Indiana sources. A legal-size, SASE must be enclosed with every query. 

(Thank you, Kay Davison, for passing on this information) 

TENNESSEE RESEARCH: According to Damon Veach who writes the "Louisiana Ancestors" column 
of the Sunday Advocate, Baton Rouge, LA, another volume of Tennessee records is available 
from the Tennessee Genealogical Society, PO Box 111249, Memphis, TN 38111-1249. 	The 
volume is called "Fayette County, Tennessee, County Court Minute Book B, 1840-1844", 
abstracted by Jean A. West. Mr. Veah says that this is an excellent example of what 
various genealogical societies are doing to promote the preservation of early records. 
This volume is important because so many families followed the early trails through 
Tennessee before settling in the South or going on into the Western states. At the time 
covered by this work, County Courts dealt with a multitude of items important to the 
genealogist: naming guardians for minor children, naming administrators, setting widow-s 
allotments, supervising estate settlements and property divisions, receiving powers of 
attorney, appointing veniremen and road crews, among other things. 

Tracers of British family trees say they cant go back further than 1066 A.D. because 
after the Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror ordered every man in the kingdom to 
select any surname. For a while there, a father named John Smith might have three sons 
named Edward Farmer, Matthew Cook and Arthur Hunter. 
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NEW BOOKS (being processed by the Library): 

"OH'l'O; Guide to Genealogical Sources" by Carol W. Bell, C.G., 1988. Condenses 
information about available records and sources. Of special value: lists of records on 
LDS microfilm, published sources, etc., for each county as well as Ohio in general. 

"Lincoln Co., TN. Bible Records" Volume 4., Tucker & Wailer, published by Lincoln Co. 
Tennessee Pioneers, 1973. Received Feb. 89. Thanks to unknown donor. 

NEW "Shelf-List - from Capital Area Joint Genealogical Library - at Carmichael Branch 
Public Library. Over 400 new entries. Indexed numerically. See contents for 1.D. 
number" of location or subject of your concern. 

NEW PERIODICALS: 

From Carol Peterson - "Tennessee Ancestors" Dec. 1988. Indexed by surnames, 
subject/place. 
From Aubrey Johnston - "Detroit Society for Genealogical Research" magazine, Winter 1989. 
Indexed in Summer issues. See contents. 
From Greg Bragg - "Genealogy Computing" quarterlies for Oct-Dec 1988 and Jan-Mar 1989, and 
his "Family Tree House" catalog "One Source Shopping." 

Latest periodical arrivals and books I put in holders on work table in our area. Also, 
have some recent periodicals from Maryland as well as Lincoln Co. TN. 
NB. - Periodicals have on-going projects such as publishing local cemetery records, bible 
records, newspaper marriage and/or death notices, etc. 

PREFACES: ALWAYS READ THE PREFACE. If the compiler of an index has included a Preface or 
notes preceding the index, do not fail to read this information. 	The compiler often 
explains that he/she could not read certain pages of the documents being indexed. These 
iust might he the pages which could contain variant spelling of the surnames you are 
searching and because you are familiar with the name, you would be able to decipher them 
and would want to go directly to the original documents. 

An explanation by the compiler may indicate that this work is not an all-inclusive index 
as we might have thought and there may be other records we must search. Be sure to 
understand what records the compiler used in the index. 

Be sure the period of time covered by the index is the period in which your ancestor was 
in the particular area. An index, for example, which might be entitled "Marriage Records 
of La Porte County" could be construed to mean ALL of the marriage records that are 
available. It may, however, only cover a few years and not the time in which you are 
interested. 

Take the time to read this information. You may save considerable time in your search and 
you may also gain some additional clues you will want to follow up. (Abstracted from the 
Antique Week) 

DON'T THROW IT OUT: "Cleaning house can mean disaster to a genealogist," according to the 
Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society. The problem is in throwing out items that may 
have genealogical value. The following are some of the suggested "keep them" articles: 
Documents - birth, baptism, marriage, death, land records, cemetery records, military, 
awards, naturalization, name change, etc. Diaries, journals, recipe books, high school 
annuals, reunion books, 
scrapbooks, letters and report cards. 

Old newspapers, pictures (especially if labeled), Bibles, monogrammed silverware, 
jewelry with initial or known to have special meaning, baby books and autograph books. 

Newspaper articles: of marriages, deaths, visitation, memorial service; 
announcements: wedding, birth, death, graduation, etc., and history books about an area, 
county, surname or person. Tools with initials scratched on them or engraved may provide 
a clue as well. 

"Nothing should be thrown out if it gives the slightest clue to genealogical 
information," the writer concludes. 

** * * * 
Youth is a gift of nature, but age is a work of art. (Garson Kanin) 

Grandfather had a farm, his son has a garden, and his grandson has a can opener. 
(Anonymous) 
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WHO WAS THAT FAMILY TREE I SAW YOU WITH? 

There is no such thing as a lukewarm genealogist. It's true that a run-of-the-mill family tree tracer 
methodically jots down what someone gives or sends to him, doesn't get very excited about the mail and can 
put genealogy aside In favor of going to lunch with a friend. 

IJUI a true family tree nut will hide the telephone bill from the spouse buy stamps by the sheet, not 
operate well until mail time, then hate the mall man If nothing genealogical s delivered, beat the 
typewriter until 2 A.M. and get up the next day ready for more. 

A real genealogist will plod through cemeteries looking at tombstones in pouring rain and winter's 
winds with fingers and toes numbing, flout poison ivy and, after finding that the film was not winding 
through the camera, as happened to me, travel many miles to return to the same cemetery under the same 
conditions. 

A genealogy bug collects papers full of possible information until that end of the house where they are 
stored sags, then hesitatingly suggests a room be added, all the while being the steadiest customer of the 
Public library, where he is recognized as the one who resembles a pack horse. 

A genealogist dislikes others who want to drone on and on about their family tree and findings, loves 
anyone who is researching one of his names, even if it is Smith or Jones, is always going to get things filed 
tomorrow, but never does, thinks his knee-high piling system (as opposed to filing system) Is justified no 
m,ttpr who has to wade through it or fall over it, likcs to dror.e, on and on about his foii1y treo and 
findings and can't bear to part with even the tiniest scrap of paper. After all, TTMt might contain the 
missing link. 

A genealogist can best be described as a loner, a meditator, a lover of clutter, a collector of dimes 
for copy machines and a constant student of history, especially migration routes of his forebears. He 
tolerates non-genealogists and the people who refer to genealogy as a 'hobby' --- after all, he is 
discovering his personal history and recording it all in one spot. If certain diseases follow from one 
generation to the next, he can possibly assist a doctor with a diagnosis. 

lie/she abhors those who say they started but found a skeleton in the closet. He knows they never 
tried. Granted, there may be skeletons. ..but we can't be responsible for them. He knows, too, that the 
very person who thinks genealogy Is silly will some day eat humble pie and ask, knowing that the answer will 
be there. 

A genealogist thinks exercise is nutty and time-consuming. He believes there is enough exercise In 
stooping, bending over file drawers and lifting boxes to the table. 

A genuine genealogist spends money for gas Instead of clothes. He buys expensive books, paper by the 
ream, envelopes by the hundreds, loose-leaf notebooks, subscriptions to county publications, and some buy 
home copy machines and microfilm readers. If he feels he Is spending too much, he cuts corners until the 
conscience is cleared. 

Most genealogists are amiable. After all, who can argue with a forebear? We put faces on people of 
long ago, imagine ourselves in their shoes and try to reason why they moved again, at the same time knowing 
that most married a neighbor because there was no one else to meet. 

Much can be learned from "digging' Into one's past: perseverance, patience, logic and respect for 
4 k,r çn 'h 	,pr 	'r' hfo!'-. 	9 '1 	 h.v to i 	- r 	a r,ridrd to dC1onç)iisfi aH 	hat is 
necessary. 

Counting yourself at No. 1, in 10 generations, you will find 1,023 direct ancestors. This is part of 
the fascination of genealogy --- it Is never finished. 

(This was found in the Tulsa Genealogical Society Quarterly, TULSA ANNALS) 

11 Pedtgree Charts 	 .05 	 Five Generation Charts 

Family Group Sheets 	 .05 	 "How—To" Books 
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