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APRIL EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm THURSDAY, Apr. 27, 1989 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers 
and those who need assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 
ENGLISH RESEARCH 

Presented by JOYCE BIJCKLAND 

For several years, Joyce Buckland has been a popular speaker at genealogical societies and 
seminars. 	She is a well-qualified professional specializing in English, Canadian and 
Swedish research. Two years ago, she spoke to us about Canada. Now, we welcome her back 
with the topic of England. This meeting should be interesting to everyone with English 
ancestry. 

RAFFLE: Joyce Buckland will bring a selection of books on English research from which the 
raffle winner may choose a prize. Mrs. Buckland special-orders these books from England. 
They are not generally 	 U.S. 

( 	MAY DAY MEETING 
The next day meeting will 	e-i—the-. 	oom on Wednesday, May 10th, from 

10:00 am to 12:00 noon. The subject of discussion will be "The Importance of Using Maps, 
Atlases, and Gazeteers in Genealogical Research." There will also be time set aside for 
individual help for beginners and anyone having special problems in researching. Come and 
let us help each other. 	 _ 

 	* ** * * * * 
PRESIiiS MESSAGE: 

A big thank you to all the members and visitors who attended the April Fool's Day 
Workshop. Several beginners came, some from as far as Sacramento, and they were all full 
of questions. A special thanks to our experts who had all the answers. 

****************************************** 

CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME to new members: 
#248 Burl and Eloyce Rogers of Grass Valley, CA 
#249 Ed and Beverly Suberra P.O. Box 666, Applegate, CA 95703 

AUGUST PCGS FLEA MARKET: It is not too early to remind everyone to start accumulating 
items for our annual Flea Market. 	Save anything that is remotely connected with 
genealogy: Society quarterlies and newsletters, catalogs, maps, surplus stationery items, 
picture frames, histories, forms you no longer use, historical fiction and non-fiction 
books, etc. The proceeds from this sale will be used to buy more books for the library 
and other necessary projects to benefit our membership. 

HERITAGE QUEST ROAD SHOW presented by Dewayne Lener, associated with "Heritage Quest, The 
International Genealogy Forum." Sponsored by ComputerRooters. Wednesday, Apr. 26, 7:30pm 
at the SMUI) Training Bldg., 1708 - 59th St., Sacramento. 

CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY will celebrate the grand opening of their new SocietyTh 
office and Family History Room at 300 Brannan St., Suite 409, San Francisco, 
(415)777-9936), with the following activities: 

Sat. April 29th, Heritage Quest Show with Bill Dollarhide giving four different 
talks, lOam to 4pm. Admission $3.00. 

Sun. April 30th, Trade Show, Room 401, 10am to 4pm, exhibits of genealogical items, 
hooks, software, photographers and societies. Admission $3.00. (See PCGS Bulletin Board 
in Auburn Library Reference Dept. for more details.) 
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SWEDISH SURNAMES: The Swedish Parliament has ruled that a husband may be called by his 
wife's surname - and vice versa. Couples who opt for different surnames have a choice as 
to which name to give their children. If parents don't notify officials of their choice 
w [thin three mouths after  the birth of a child, the child will automatically be given the 
mother's surname. 	Swedish genealogy has never been easy - this does not simplify the 

matter.  

TLKE TO RELAX???? John W. ileisey, writer for many years of the Genealogy Week column in 
the Antique Week, suggests the following in the Mar. 13, 1989 edition: 

"From time to time even genealogists must get away from it all. There are many ways 
of doing that, but did you ever know a genealogist who could REALLY forget genealogy--even 

during vacation time? 	it seems were always trying to keep on top of things by staying 
aware of genealogy all the time. There's still hope for us die-hards, after a fashion, 
through some alternative reading. If you-re ready, let's begin. 

RELLEFLEUR, by Joyce Carol Dates (NY: E.P. Dutton, 1980). It is a truly gothic novel 
saturated with strangeness, murder, mystery, etc., a story chronologically depicting time 
rise, decline and attempted rebirth of a family empire. 

DRONE AND A DREAMER, by Nelson Lloyd (NY: J.F. Talor & Co., 1901) An oldie but a 
goodie. Set on a Pennsylvania farm, it relates how some folks spent a delightful summer 
engaged mainly in ferreting out the relationships of a family whose members were 
widespread. Actually this fiction piece seems to tell the story of any average 
genealogist, no matter in what period of time. 

HIDDEN RICHES, by Ii. Romaine Stauffer (Harrisonburg, VA: Christian Light 
Publications, Inc., 1982). A book in which we see the end result of a researcher-s work 
on one of her own ancestors. Filled with painstaking study, you come away with a fine 
understanding of what it was like for our 18th-century forebears. 	See Europe and 
America through the eyes of young "Christly" Burkholder as this Swiss family makes the 
I rIght ellimmg voyage from Germany to Lancaster Co. , PA. 	Although fiction, this hook is 
based on and filled with fact 

LITTLE PILGRIM TO PENN'S WOODS, by Edna Albert (NY: Longmans, Green and Co., 1930). 
Based on the actual migration of the Albrecht family from northwestern Bavaria to Adams 
Co., PA in the mnld-18th century, with the main character being a small girl. While it is 
filled with much research, genealogy and mild excitement, you may find this story too 
tame. Remember that not everyone led an exciting life. You-11 get a lot of insight into 
early American life in this, regardless. 

NEXT OF KIN, by Gladys hasty Carroll (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 197/4) fairly 
shouts genealogy. A descendant of an old New England family meets his heritage in the 
ancestral home in Maine. Covering 300 years of family, traditions, and the supernatural, 
this is a spellbinding tale of love, history and human nature. 

THE LATE GEORGE APLEY, by John P. Marquand (1937), is another fascinating 
genealogical book. This one is about a conservative New England Yankee born before the 
Civil War. However, his life is clearly linked to colonial and Revolutionary War America 
through his family, and also linked to the hectic modern world by his descendants. 
Thought-provoking, this hook is like the others; It has a message and a lesson for us. 
But If you dont find the lessons, enjoy reading the book anyway." 
(Suggest ion: Ask the reference librarian to locate these books If not found In our main 
library, or contact the local hook stores.) 

While we are on the subject of fictional genealogical books, the following looks 
noteworthy: 

KILLING COUSINS, by Gene Stratton, 1989, hardbound, illus. (Ancestry Publishing Inc., 
P.O. Box 475, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 ($16.50  plus $3.25 handling) This is a brand new 
genealogical novel, a mystery about a 20th-century main character sleuth, Mortimer 
Sinclair. Mortimer is a professional genealogist hired as a consultant by a Police 
Department to solve some murders. The author is well known in the genealogical world, a 
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists, a former Historian General of the Society 
of Mayflower Descendants, and author of PLYMOUTH COLONY: ITS HISTORY & PEOPLE, 1620-1691. 
Stratton is well-qual.ified for writing a murder mystery, for he has had a successful 
career in law, criminal investigation, and diplomacy. 

VIRGINIA AND KENTUCKY RESEARCH: Fincastle Co., VA, formed in 1772 from Botetourt Co., 
ceased to exist in 1777. 	Its territory was used to create Kentucky, Washington and 
Montgomery counties, which were later divided into the present Virginia counties of 
Montgomery, Washington, Wythe, Grayson, Carroll, Tazewell, Buchanan, Giles, Bland, Floyd, 
Smythe, Wise and Dickenson. 	It was from this area that many people later migrated to 
Kentucky. 	Records of Fincastle, therefore, may relate to Virginians as well as early 
Kentucky residents. 

Extant Fincastle County records are found in the courthouse at Christiansburg, VA., 
and include Fincastle Deed Book One; survey records and plats; court order books; a few 
wills; and a very few marriage records. 

Published sources relating to this area include: EARLY ADVENTURERS ON THE WESTERN 
WATERS (2 vols.) and GLIMPSES OF WYTHE CO., VIRGINIA, both by Mary Kegley (the latter 
includes tithables for 1770-1773); and, FINCASTLE AND KENTUCKY VA-KY RECORDS AND HISTORY 
by Michael Cook. 
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NEW BOOKS (being processed by the Library): 

"TOWNSHIP ATLAS OF THE U.S." 1987. This more complete and updated edition has larger, 
more legible maps; guides for locating counties in each state, and an extensive index 
which identifies all subdivisions. Read the Foreword. 

"THE ORIGINAL scors COLONISTS OF EARLY AMERICA, 1612-1783" by David Dobson, 1989. Lists 
7000 persons with known information and sources for each. 

"AMERICAN PASSENGER ARRIVAL RECORDS" - A guide to the records of Immigrants arriving at 
American ports, by Michael Tepper, 1988. See Contents for types of records available and 
time periods. The author is Managing Editor of the Genealogical Publishing Company. 

"PASSENGERS TO AMERICA" also by Michael Tepper. A consolidation of Ship Passenger Lists 
from the New England Historic Genealogical Society Register, 1980. (Donated in memory of 
Morgan A. Shirley, 1986) This book is on the shelf (#929.373) but I havent listed it 
before now as I just discovered it. It contains names, ships, dates, etc., and is 
indexed. 

PERIODICALS: Latest issues of "HERITAGE QUEST" (Jan/Feb 89) with an article on the quaint 
custom of "Bundling;" "GENEALOGY DIGEST" (Winter 89); "ROOT CELLAR PRESERVES" (Jan 89) 
with its on-going extraction programs and index; "G.A.S. LITES" (Winter 1989) guarterly 
from the Genealogical Association of Sacramento; and, ten (10) copies of the "MAYFLOWER 
QUARTERLY" with relevant articles, pictures, etc. Great additions to our collections! 

PAMPHLETS: "HOW TO SEARCH COURTHOUSE RECORDS" from Stage Coach Library - in "How to-" 
binder. 
"McCLURE MEMENTO" by Joanne M. Elliott, 1986, a surname booklet containing a collection of 
miscellaneous data re: McClure and associated families. Indexed. In binder marked: "Some 
Misc. Family Lines." 
Two issues of "SPECIAL PUBLICATION OF THE SOUTH PENNSYLVANIA GENEALOGY SOCIETY" 1988. (1) 
Book VI with a surname index; (2) York County Land Appraiseinents. 

CATALOGS: "CATALOGUE TO THE CIRCULATING COLLECTION OF THE NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY" VOL. I AND II, and 1982 Supplement. A good source for titles and 
authors of genealogies. Also, "LOCAL HISTORIES" VOL. III AND IV. 

FIFTY YEARS OF MICROFILMING: In the year 1938, the Genealogy Department of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (recently re-named the Family History Department) first 
began its microfilming operation. That first year, 12 rolls of microfilmed records were 
produced. Fifty years later, in 1988, a total of 1.6 million rolls have been produced 
with about 100 million exposures. Records are currently being filmed at an average rate 
of three exposures each second, 24 hours a day. Church representatives have microfilmed 
in more than 100 different countries. Presently the family History Department has more 
than 200 operators microfilming in 40 countries, including Latin America, Indonesia, The 
Pacific, North America, Western Europe, Scandinavia, Sri Lanka, and the Peoples Republic 
of China. In 1988, for example, the Church microfilmed 85 million original exposures of 
records, which translates to 3/4 of a billion names. Last year, the Church duplicated the 
equivalent of more than 8,400 miles of microfilm for use at 1,400 family history centers 
throughout the world. All of these films and many other books on microfiche are available 
through our local Auburn Family History Center. 

TWO YEARS OF EXCITING PROGRESS: The Auburn Family History Center has seen a lot of 
exciting changes over the past two years. The Center first opened to the public on the 
18th of March in 1987 with 5 microfiche readers and the 1981 IGI. 	Today we have 12 
microfiche readers, the 1988 IGI, 550 books on microfiche, 150 rolls of microfilm, 200 
books, many periodicals, the AIS, Sacramento Bee, FHLC, Family Registry, and many other 
things on microfiche. We also have 4 nice microfilm readers. Within the last few weeks 
we added a 15-drawer card catalog cabinet which holds all the catalog cards for the many 
resources we have on hand. We still have several hundred books on microfiche that have 
not yet been cataloged. The most exciting news is that after two years of wishing and 
waiting, WE NOW HAVE a new Canon PC-80 plain paper copier which copies both microfilm and 
microfiche. 	The cost will be 20 cents per copy. 	The past two years have been very 
exciting and thanks to a lot of help from a lot of volunteers, we have come a long way. 
(Thanks, Rex Clement, for the above information.) 

** * * * * ** * 

"Lift the twilight curtains of the past, 
And, turning from familiar sight and sound, 
Sadly and full of reverence, cast 
A glance upon tradition's shadowy ground." 

"Keep busy at something. 
A very busy person never 
has time to Je 
(Davis Co.,IA newsletter 
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HOMESTEAD RECORDS: At the PCGS day meeting in March, the main topic of discussion was 
homestead records. The homestead case files at the National Archives may contain much 
valuable information including your ancestor-s name, age, occupation, proof of 
citizenship, names of family members, description of the homestead property, date first 
settled, former residence, and more. Here is a summary of tiow to obtain those records. 

Step 1: Contact the County Recorder's Office where your ancestor homesteaded and 
request a copy of the patent. 	(Cost about $2.) The recorder should have the patents 
indexed by name in the same manner as the deeds. Once you have the patent, go on to Step 
3. 	It the recorder does not have the patent, try to obtain a legal desciption of the 
property from later deeds, probate records, or some other source. 

Step 2: 	If you have a legal property description, write to the Bureau of Land 
Management and request a copy of the patent. (Cost about $2.) You can find the address 
for the correct BLM office in "The Source" under the state summaries at the end of the 
chapter on "Land and Tax Records." The original patents were recorded chronologically and 
are not indexed, but they can be traced through property descriptions. If you still do 
not have a legal description, it will be necessary to search for your ancestor in the 
tract books at the BLM. The tract books are organized by property description, but may be 
searched name by name in much the same way as you would search a census record. 

Step 3: By now you should have the patent which will tell you all you need to know 
for ordering the land—entry case file. Write to the General Archives Division, Washington 
National Records Center, Eighth and Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20408. 	Send 
them your ancestor's name, the name of the act under which the patent was issued (in most 
cases the Homestead Act of 1862), the homestead certificate number, and the name of the 
land office that issued the patent. You may also want to include the patent date and the 
property description. The National Archives will send you a cost estimate which must he 
paid before they will send you the file. The cost of the file is 35 cents per page, $5 
minimum charge, and the file may contain as many as 20 or 30 pages. 

* * * * ** 

COUNTY HISTORIES: The Allen County Library in Fort Wayne, IN, has a copy of every county 
history of the United States. (Every county but five has had a history written.) Send $3 
for search and 20 cents per page. Or, send $5 and 3 or 4 names and they will bill you if 
it comes to more than $5. 

An old photograph with a funny looking little tax stamp(s) on the reverse side will enable 
you to put a date on it as tax stamps were only used on photos from September 1864 to 
August 1866. (Davis Co.,IA Newsletter) 

FROM THE PLACER HERALD, SEPTEMBER 1869: Trees---The planting of trees is encouraged in 
Towa by a law, which it is stated, provides that the planter of forest trees is, for every 
acre, released from taxation for ten years on $100 valuation, and for each acre of fruit 
t rce3 planted, from taxation on $50 valuation for five ycarc; the same provisions as to 
Fruit trees and hedges along the highways. It is asserted that there are now maple forests 
in several counties, and sugar made where fifteen years since was nothing but prairie grass 
and hazel shrubs. 

FOR TUE CONVENIENCE OF THE MEMBERS THESE ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE MEETINGS  11 
11 

II Pedigree Charts 	 .05 	 Five Generation Charts 	 1.50 I- 

' Family Group Sheets 	 .05 	 "How—To" Books 	 3.00 II 

Topper Sheet Protectors 	2/.25 	 Stamped Surname File Cards 	6/.10 II 
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