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MAY EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm THURSDAY, May 25, 1989 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers 
and those who need assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 
A FILM WILL BE SHOWN 

entitled 
THE TRUE STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR 

narrated by 
RAYMOND MASSIE 

This 25 minute documentary film 
received a Best Film Academy Award. 

The remainder of the meeting will be spent in sharing genealogical experiences, recent 
research trips, etc. Other members benefit greatly listening to others tell about their 
success in finding that long-sought-for break-through, discovering new and interesting 
reading matter, sharing something you found in your attic, or, just asking others for 
advice in a stymied research problem. Come to the meeting prepared to share, show, tell 
or ask. Communication can be a wonderful experience. 

RAFFLE: "Dos and Donts for Ancestor-Hunters" by Angus Baxter. 

JUNE DAY MEETING 
The next day meeting will be held in the Beecher Room on Wednesday, June 14th, from 

10:00 am to 12:00 noon. This meeting will feature an open discussion for answering 
research questions, problem-solving, and sharing experiences. Come and let us help each 
other. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: This year, PCGS is undertaking a special project to index the vital 
statistics column in the PLACER HERALD for the years 1852 through 1905. The extraction 
phase of this project is now ready to begin. 	It will take an estimated 250 hours to 
extract some 10,000 vital statistics. 	Instructions for volunteers will be available at 
the May 25th meeting. 	Anyone interested in helping with this project who has not 
previously signed up is asked to contact Barbara Leak. 

** * ********* ******** * ****** * ****** * * * * * 
CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

WELCOME to new member: 
11250 De Anne Kassik 8108 Rattan Way, Citrus Heights, CA 95621 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
As you can see from the list of PCGS officers above, we do not have a Secretary. 

Almost half the year has gone by without one. This has added a burden to the duties of 
other officers who must make up for this vacancy. Surely, there is one wonderful person 
who would be generous enough to volunteer to take on this position for the remainder of 
the year. It is not a difficult, nor a time-consuming position. It is necessary that you 
attend only one Executive Board meeting a month and the regular monthly meeting. We need 
YOU 11111111 

Senate Bill No. 638 provides funding for the construction of a new State Archives Building 
Complex in Sacramento. Genealogists and family historians are urgently requested to write 
letters of support for this Bill to their senators. This complex will not only provide 
better and more storage, but also provide for the temperature controlled atmosphere so 
necessary for storing records. 



MAY 1989 
	

PLACER TRAILS 	 PAGE 

OCIJPSYSHUN - Cencus Taker: 
"I am a cencus takers for the city of Bufflow. Our city has groan very fast in 

resent years & now in 1865, it has become a hard & time consuming job to count all the 
peephill. 	There are not many that can do this werk, as it. is nesessarie to have an 
ejucashun, wich a lot of pursons still do not have. Anuther atribeart needed for this job 
is god spelling, for meny of the pephill to be counted can hardle speek inglish, let alon 
spel there names!" 
(The Sunny Side of Genealogy) 

CONSUMER PROTECTION: The International Genealogy Consumer Organization is a non-profit 
organization of professional genealogists and genealogical consumers who continually 
monitor reports on genealogical activities affecting genealogists and consumers throughout 
the world. If you have had problems with not getting information you have paid for, you 
might want to contact them at: 	4329 S. Stafford Way, West Valley City, UT 84119. 	(St. 
Louis Gen. Soc. and Gas Lites) 

NAMES DOWT ALWAYS MEAN WHAT YOU THINK THEY DO: In old papers in PA Archives, an inmate 
referred to a person living in a home of another person, not necessarily an institution. 
Freeman used to mean an unmarried young man. 	Domestic once meant a housewife, not 
necessarily a servant. The word housekeeper once meant a property owner, male or female. 
Mistress usually meant a wealthy woman. Mister was only used for a man of wealth or one 
who was educated. A retired man might have been listed as a gentleman. (Maryland Gen. 
Soc. Newsletter) 

PASSPORTS: Passport applications through 1905 are in the Diplomatic Records Branch of the 
National Archives, Room 5E, Washington, DC 20408. Applications for 1906 and later are in 
the custody of the Passport Office, 1425 K St. NW, Washington, DC 20520. When writing, 
give name of person who applied for passport and the residence for the search. 

PI.FA-SE DONT LET THIS DISCOURAGE YOU: If you are a 10th generation American, your 
genealogical work is much easier--you have only 512 total ancestors to locate. However, 
don't be too elated, for if you found one ancestor every month, it would still take you 
over 42 years to complete your 10 generation chart. (Gen. Research Institute of VA) 

OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS: Have you found some data lately in a book that is out of print, in a 
copy that can not be photocopied, or is too extensive to photocopy? According to the 
Heritage Quest, their answer to this problem is dealing with Tuttle Antiquarian Books, 
P.O. Box 521, Rutland, VT 05701. Tuttle publishes an extensive catalog which you can get 
for $6.00 a copy. They will also search for a book that is not listed in their catalog. 
When located, they will advise you of the condition and price. You can then decide IF you 
want to purchase, no pressure at all. 

DUPLICATE YOUR RECORDS: 	It is very important to stop at points in time and make 
photocopies of lineage charts and family group sheets. Put these in the local library, 
historical society, send copies to a relative, or put them someplace outside your home as 
insurance. It is not infrequent that one hears of valuable research being lost in a fire, 
left in a library , or even stolen. Briefcases are a prime target of thieves thinking 
these are full of cash and valuables. (The Editor speaks from experience, having lost 
several years of research when her briefcase was stolen a few years back and never 
recovered.) And, above all, do not travel with originals - photocopy and be safe! 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES: The National Archives is planning to build a new $200 million plus 
building on a 40 acre suburban site on the University of Maryland campus in College Park. 
Archives II, as the annex will be known, will supplement the existing National Archives 
Building in Washington, D.C. 	The new building which is to be completed by 1993 will 
provide more than 1.5 million cubic feet of archival records as well as work space for 600 
Archive staffers and 150 historic researchers a day. 
(Genealogical Research Institute of VA) 

The following was found in "Westward Into Nebraska," publication of the Greater Omaha 
Genealogical Society: 

1) Of all people who have ever lived, it is quite probable 90 percent died and left 
no names or records. (Some days I really believe this!) 

2) The age, and in some cases even the name of a person on a marriage record for one 
reason or another may have been deliberately falsified or unintentionally misstated. 

3) The names and birth dates of entire families may appear in town meeting records. 
It was quite common to record the birth of all children at one time. Marriages also may 
appear. Death records are less common. Many town records have been microfilmed and/or 
published. Most have been preserved and may be searched at the town hall. 

WINNEBAGO CO., IL: 	The cost for copies of birth and death certificates and marriage 
licenses in Winnebago Co. have increased to $7 from the previous $5. The increase will 
allow the county clerk to put the records in a computer memory bank. 
NOTE: 	If you become aware of any changes to the cost of obtaining birth, death and 
marriage certificates, drop a card to the Society so we can keep other members up-to-date 
with these changes. 
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MILITARY MICROFILMS AT SAN BRIJNO ARCHIVES: In the Spring 1989 Quarterly of the 
Genealogical Association of Sacramento "G.A.S. Lites" is a most valuable summary of a 
booklet entitled "Military Records at the San Francisco Branch of the National Archives" 
by George Anderson, 	a volunteer 	research assistant 	at 	the 	Archives. 	It 	shows 	that 	San 
Bruno has an excellent collection of records for the Revolutionary War, a fair collection 
for the War of 1812, the Mexican War and the Indian Wars; but, is lacking somewhat when it 
comes to the collection for the Civil War and later times. 	For genealogy, the pension and 
bounty land records are usually the most productive. 

NO. OF 	 XN1FNfS 
WAR REELS NARS NOS. TYPE OF RE(X)RD LIMITATIONS 

Revolutionary War 1159 60, M879 Service Army, Navy, et al, Indexed. 
M88O, M881 

2670 FO4 Pension, Bounty Land Indexed on file and in book. 
138 M246 Muster Rolls Lists of soldiers in each Army unit. 

War of 1812 234 M602 Service Index only, volunteers only. 
14 MSL18 Bounty Land Indexed. 

Mexican War 14 T317 Pension Index only. 
Indian Wars 12 T318 Pension Index only. 
Civil War 31 M275 Service Union and Confederate, Navy only. 

8 M533 Service Ci1  ifornia only, Index only. 
1 M548 Service Nevada only, Index only. 

118 M123 Census of Union Only for Kentucky through Wyoming 
Veterans & Widows of (Alabama - Kansas missing.) 
Union Veterans (1890) 

Other (1842-1890) 3 T135 Muster Rolls, etc No index. 
General Records 81 M233 EnlistuEnts Regular Army only, Separate index each year. 

10 M690 Muster Rolls, etc. No index, Regular Army only. 

TO REQUEST NAT? FORM 80 (Order For Copies of Veterans Records -- Pension, Military or 
Bounty-Land Warrant Application) write to: Reference Services Branch (NNIR), National 
Archives and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20408. 

** * * * * ** ** ** * 

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH was the official state church of Virginia until 1786. All 
children, regardless of religious affiliation, were required to be baptized by Episcopal 
ministers. The baptism, together with the name, date of birth and names of parents were 
recorded in parish registers. 	Surviving church records are preserved at the Virginia 
State Library at Richmond. Some have been published. (Piatt Co. HGS, Vol. 10:1) 

For information on recording your family's medical health tree write the National 
Genetics Foundation, 555 W. 57th, New York, NY 10019. Include SASE. 

PRICELESS PICTURES: When my elderly aunt died we went through her 
photo albums and took out the pictures we wanted to keep. 	Snapshots of her early 
schooldays and friends seemed destined for the wastebasket since we didnt know the people 
in the pictures. Then I recognized one of my aunt's companions in several of the snaps. 
So I mailed them off to her. Her letter of fervent thanks caused me to go through my own 
albums to pick out pictures of old friends. 	I mailed a few to classmates and had a 
wonderful response. 	One friend, pictured with her brother, was especially grateful 
because he had died in World War II and 
she did not have this shot of him. (Rhoda Riddell, WomanTh Day) 

GRAVES GIVE AND TAKE: This new newsletter about Graves family lines will be published four 
times yearly with the first issue out August, 1989. Interested persons are asked to share 
Graves family pedigrees, histories, inquiries, etc. Contact Pat Moore, 111 Ardmore Dr., 
Billings, MT 59102, for more information. 

Nails were so precious in the early West that a frontiersman planning to move often burned 
down his old house solely to salvage them. 

In 11th Century England, only doctors, lawyers and successful merchants were allowed to 
use "Mr." and their wives "Mrs." 

GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds. For more information call Ella-Louise 
Whaley, 273-8074. 
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Judging from the great turn-out to hear Joyce Buckland speak on English Research 

(Apr. 27th meeting), a large percentage of our membership must be interested in that 
location. So, we purchased some of the books on her recommended list. Soon to be on the 
shelves are: 

"TRACING YOUR FAMILY TREE" by Jean A. Cole and Michael Armstrong, 1988. The introduction 
and Chapter I apply to all beginners. The rest of the book features English sources: 
Parish records, censuses, civil records, etc. 

Many English terms are quite different from American. So "THE FAMILY HISTORIANS ENQUIRE 
WITHIN" by F. C. Markwell and Pauline Saul (1988) is titled the "A-Z GUIDE TO TRACING 
ANCESTORS IN BRITAIN" by the American publisher. We have the English title. It is an A-Z 
glossary of terms relating to genealogical research in Britain. Arranged alphabetically, 
it contains definitions, bibliographies, sources, addresses, several valuable appendices 
including maps of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland showing the counties before 1974 
and the changes after 1974. Enlightening! 

These next four titles are in one binder: 
"BEGINNING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY" by George Pelling (1987). The essentials for beginners, 
briefly and clearly outlined. (62 pages) 
"PARISH REGISTERS" by Eve McLaughlin (1988), what they are, their value, where to find 
them, pitfalls, etc. 
"A SIMPLIFIED GUIDE TO PROBATE JURISDICTION: WHERE TO LOOK FOR WILLS" compiled by J.S.W. 
Gibson, 1986. Contains definitions, glossary (very important), locations of where 
registered copies of records are kept, (small area maps) and other specific information. 
"RECORD OFFICES, HOW TO FIND THEM" by Jeremy Gibson and Pamela Peskett (4th edition, 
1987). J)oTh and don'ts of using Record Offices (fore-warned is fore-armed), and detailed 
maps of locations of the Record Offices showing streets, cross-streets, parking, bus and 
railway stations, libraries, museums, address and phone numbers: England, Wales and 
Scotland. 

Joyce G. BucklandTh "ENGLISH RESEARCH GUIDE" is an informative 25 page pamphlet which I am 
putting in a narrow binder so it wont get lost. In same binder, her list of "Helpful 
Books for English Research," and the "Publications Price List" of books available for 
sale. 

Don't forget we already have "IN SEARCH OF YOUR BRITISH & IRISH ROOTS" by Angus Baxter, 
and "HISTORICAL ATLAS OF BRITAIN." 

The latest "GENEALOGICAL GuMfUilNGI  periodical has article on the "outstanding features" 
of the new Macintosh Personal Ancestral File now available. We have also received a copy 
of the "MINNESOTA GENEALOGIST" for Dec. 1988. 
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FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE MEMBERS THESE ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE MEETINGS 11 
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Pedigree Charts 
Family Group Sheets 
Topper Sheet Protectors 

.05 
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21.25 

Five Generation Charts 
I' "How-To" Books 

Stamped Surname File Cards 

1.50 
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