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MAY EVENING MEETING  
7:00 pm THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1991 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers and those who need 
assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 

FIRST LADY TRUNK SHOW  
presented by  

SUZANNE SPARKS and BETTY PONDER 
of 

DECORATING DEN  

This program will be lots of fun (especially for the ladies) and quite different from 

our usual lecture offering. 	Interior decorators Suzanne Sparks and Betty Fonder will 
present a workshop featuring interior designs inspired by the homes of our American First 
Ladies. To tie it in with genealogy and history, their presentation will include lots of 
information about our First Ladies and their families. No sales pitches, but they will 
give a very nice door prize. Hope you will all come and enjoy this treat for the senses. 

RAFFLE: At this meeting we will be raffling two humorous license plate frames from 
Heritage Quest carrying the message 'Genealogists Collect Dead Relatives.' 

JUNE STUDY GROUP  
TUESDAY, June 4, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 

This will be the last day meeting before the summer break and the topic for the day 
will be FILING SYSTEMS. If your desk is a mess, you can't find your research notes, and 
your file cabinet is collecting dust instead of documents this is the meeting for you. 
We will be sharing ideas for getting organized and staying organized - the key to 
successful research. This is also the best time to ask questions and receive advice on 

your individual research problems. 
** 	** ** ** * * * ** * * * * ** 

WHERE'D WE GET THOSE BOOKS?  
Some members have asked where they can buy a copy of the census index guide offered 

as the raffle prize at our April meeting. It is published by and available from Precision 
Indexing, an affiliate of AGLL, and is also listed in Heritage Quest's Discovery Handbook. 
Most of our raffle prizes (including the prizes for May) as well as many other interesting 
books and supplies are listed in the various genealogical catalogs located on the work 
table in our library. Take a browse through them sometime. 

FOR SALE - HALF PRICE  
Two roundtrip airline tickets on American Airlines from Sacramento, CA, to Salt Lake 

City, UT (5 June through 12 June 1991). Price $135.00 each. If interested, please call 
Janette Catalano (916) 624-0498, or Dorothy Rodoni (916) 791-1512. 
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OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN 
President: Barbara Leak 	 652-7554 	 Secretary: Marjorie Bremer 	878-2837 
Vice Pres: 	 Treasurer: Missy Wilson 	889-0915 
Library: Dorothy Thomssan 	 823-9489 	 Historian: Jean Shenk 	 823-7370 
Research: Aubrey Johnston 	 623-2048 	 Publicity: Annabelle Chandler 	878-8665 

	
IQW 

Sales: 	Mary Neifing 	 823-7166 	 Microfilm Rentals: Louise Pilger 823-1581 

ADDITIONS AND CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME We cordially greet the following new members and 'wish them every success in all 
their genealogical 	efforts. 
*318 Jack Bowers 300 Serene Estate Ln Lincoln CA 95648 645-6147 
#319 Larry & Nancy Goodenough 2221 Country Villa Ct Auburn CA 95603 823-2672 
*320 Mary Elizabeth Webb-Burden 23230 Broadmoor Ct Auburn CA 95603 268-1120 

SEMINARS, ETC. 
GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, call 
Ella-Louise Whaley, 273-8074. 

BUS TRIP TO SUTRO LIBRARY AND NATIONAL ARCHIVES: The Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento (G.A.S.) sponsors a bus trip to the National Archives in San Bruno and Sutro 
Library in San Francisco on the 4th Wednesday of the month unless otherwise noted: May 
22, June 26. The fare is $20. Pick-up points are at Florin 7:00am; Arden 7:15am; West 
Sacramento 7:30am; and Davis 7:45am. 	Call Raipha Grouse, Trips Chairman, 689-4524 for 
reservations, time schedule, pickup locations, etc. 	Checks should be mailed to Ralpha 
Grouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento, CA 95828. 

AUBURN FAMILY HISTORY CENTER SEMINAR: The FHC at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn, will sponsor an 
all-day genealogical seminar, Saturday, June 22. Classes for both beginning and advanced 
researchers will be taught by expert teachers. Class schedules and more detailec 
information will be included in the June Newsletter. Mark June 22 on your calendar now! 

CORRECTION:The item entitled OKLAHOMA RESEARCH in the May newsletter was contributed by 
Eloce Rogers, not Mary Harper as reported. 	thanks and apologies to Eloyce. 

LOST HEADSTONES: Melinda Herzog Landrith is trying to locate the home of two headstones 
that have turned up astray - one in Placer County and the other in Sacramento County. 
They read: 

KATE 
died 15 June 1885 
wife of J. HOESCH 

and 

Hattie Jane JOSEPH 
Sept 12. 1876 
May 	9, 1900 

If you know any information on either of these families, please contact Melinda, P.O. Box 
4842, Auburn, CA 95604, or telephone (916) 823-2160. These headstones could have been 
taken from anywhere in Northern California, and she wishes to have them returned to their 
proper resting places. 

* *** 	* ** * * *** * **** ** ******** ** * * * 
Strange-to-our-ears names abounded in 17th and 18th century New England: WEALTHY, 
FREELOVE, TRULOVE, DEMISE, STATIRLY, IRAD, RAHDILLA, ZINORAH, OZIER, JEHIEL. EIOZALEAL, not 
to mention tIIGORY PRIEST. This is a favorite, EXPERIENCE BLISS. Of course, we hope she 
did. (New England Hist. Sen. Soc.) 
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OFF-THE-SHELF by Dorothy Thoinsson 

At the April meeting Glenda Lloyd, in her talk on searching the census, alerted us to 

the use and mis-use of nick-names. To read more about this, see our binder (on the work 
table) marked "Genealogy Vocabulary. 	This contains articles on names, naming patterns, 
and some unusual nick-names. i.e.: "Nancy' or "Neysa" for Agnes. 	This binder also has 
Latin terms and definitions used in legal documents, some old medical terms, samples of 
old handwriting, and other interesting stuff which may not be in the CONCISE GENEALOGICAL  
DICTIONARY, a paperback also on the table. 

RECENTLY RECEIVED: from the Denver Public Library, an eleven page listing of Hispanic 
Genealogical references. I have put this in the Sutro Library Shelf List and the Family 
History Library Card Catalog - both on microfiche in our fiche file. 

The Nov-Dec, '50, GENEALOGY HELPER has an article, "How 1989-90 Political Changes in 
Eastern Europe Have Affected Genealogical Research." 

DONATIONS: (from Diane S.(') and we thank you) 47 issues of the RICH Family 
Association's "Kinfolk." We will keep four samples for our Family Histories binders. The 
rest will be available at our meetings. Also from Diane - five MAYFLOWER QUARTERLIES. - 
"a journal of Pilgrim History and Genealogy in Colonial New England." 	Of special 
interest, if you have or suspect, a Mayflower Connection, are the Nov. '89 and Nov. '90 
issues which contain the annual indexes of names mentioned in those years along with the 
page and volume number and date of issue. This then might be located in the PEPSI file 
and a copy of the article sent for, as we don't have all issues. 

Which brings us to discuss the PEPSI file again. This "Periodical Source Index" is a 
project of the Allen County Public Library (address below), - probably the most important 
genealogical library after the LDS Library at Salt Lake City. 	Realizing the wealth of 
information in their vast periodical collection, and how difficult and time consuming for 
anyone to search therein, the staff of their Genealogy Department has compiled a subject 
index to the source material found in genealogical and local historical periodicals. We 
have the PEPSI index in the Auburn Library fiche-file, with directions for using same. It 
is on-going and up-dated periodically. The Family History Center on Bell Road also has 
it. To take advantage of this and other services write to: Genealogy Correspondence, 
Allen County Public Library, P.O. Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270. 

Their librarians will also look through other indexed materials for a particular 
geographic location in an attempt to answer specific queries. For more information on 
their collections, i.e.; New England, Military, Native American, etc., see the Fall 1990 
issue of the Federation of Genealogical Societies' FORUM, in holder on the work table. 
Allen County Library also claims to have histories of all counties in the U.S.' 

* **** ****** * * ** ** * *** * ** * * * ** ** 

Thank you, Wava Tory, for the following items of interest: 
FAMILY REGISTRY - File is being closed. No further information is being accepted. 

However, you will still be able to find out who else is working on your family name 
through the computer programs. 

ANCESTRAL FILE - CD Disc (ROM) will be in all libraries in April 1991. "F6'1  or "Eli" 
will print out the submitters of information. 	(Microfilm number is actual submission. 
Also use 2nd number -AF83-0000- to find date it was submitted.) 

181 - The last 161 microfiche was made in 1988. It will not be printed in fiche form 
any more. 

- The IGI in the computer will be updated periodically. 	It is expected to 
increase by 100.000 per year. 

- New 161 will be available at all branch libraries at end of 1991. (about 10 
million names being added.) 

118 - Will be going into the Ancestral File. There is currently about 33-1/2 million 
names in the 118 files. 

1891 CENSUS OF ENGLAND will be available at all branch libraries by March 1992. 

S 
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CENSUS ENUMERATION DISTRICTS: If your ancestors resided in a very large city in a state 

that has no Census Index, you could be facing an extensive research project in order to 

locate them. 	In the case of the 1910 New York County Census you would have to look 
through 53 rolls of film. 	Each film covers a stated number of Enumeration Districts 

In order to shorten your search the first step would be to obtain a city 
directory, or in some cases county directory, for a year near the one in which the federal 
census was conducted. As these directories usually show an alphabetical listing of the 
inhabitants, you can quickly determine the address of your family. 	The next step is to 
determine in which enumeration district this address can be found. 

The U.S. Census Bureau required its enumerators to file descriptions of their 
districts for each census schedule. These descriptions are available on microfilm from 
the National Archives through the National Archives Microfilm Rental Program, Box 30, 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701, through a number of state and local libraries and societies, 
and through the Family History Library in Salt Lake City and its Family History Centers. 

These descriptions give the Enumeration District number; the streets, blocks, or 
sections of a county which comprised the census district; the county; the enumerator's 
name and address; and special remarks. 

Also, if your ancestors lived in a rural area, these Enumeration District descriptions 
can also be helpful. As rural censuses usually did not give such details as street names 
or section and township numbers, even after locating your family on a census, you may 
still not know exactly which part of the county they lived in. 	In these cases you can 

refer to the Enumeration District description for a more definitive location. 	For a 

sample of what these descriptions look like, see the May-June 1990 issue of The 
Genealogical Helper. page 27, from which the above information was abstracted. 

CONNECTICUT VITAL STATISTICS: "In July 1990 the Freedom of Information Commission of the 
State of Connecticut ruled that Connecticut marriage and death certificates are NOT exempt 
from public disclosure, and that it would constitute a violation of the Connecticut 
General Statutes for any registrar of vital statistics either to dishonor a request to 
inspect or copy death or marriage certificates, or to discourage a requester from 
asserting his or her right to such records. Registrars of vital statistics (town clerks) 
and all personnel of the Vital Records Section of the Connecticut State Department of 
Health Services have been apprised of this ruling (State of Connecticut FOl Advisory #79." 
(Submitted to the Federation of Genealogical Societies "Forum" Winter 1990 by the Jewish 
Gen. Soc. of Conn.) 

WAGON TRAINS AND EMIGRANT LISTS: Lorraine Lineer, past president and current library 
director for the Genealogical Association of Sacramento, extracted an Emigrant List from 

the Deseret News, a Salt Lake City, Utah newspaper. 	This is a list of all names of 

'emigrants' found in the Deseret News during the months of June, July and August 1850. 
These are the only months that emigrant names have been found in this paper. 	The 

alphabetical list starts on pages 60-63 of Volume 14, No.3, Spring 1991 of the GAS LITES. 
It includes names, date of newspaper issue, date of arrival in Salt Lake City, date of 
departure, and place of origin. Lorraine states that "the home town or other point of 
origin is listed with the name and is included in the hope that knowing the hometown may 
prove helpful as to when a person who is not listed, but whose home town is known, might 
have traveled west." (A copy is in the New Arrivals box on the work table in the 

Genealogical Section of the Auburn Library.) 

COFFIN CARE: 	People in the 1800's had a superstitious belief that wood shavings from 
the construction of a coffin might endanger whomever they touched. Great care was taken 
to avoid tracking any into the house before the "laying-out." 

The ideal of being buried alive was a very real fear and great lengths were taken to 
make sure the deceased was really dead. While the body was being prepared for burial, a 
hand mirror was left under his nose to detect breath. 	 - 

This fear intensified after the Civil War when coffins were equipped to shoot off 
flags or ring bells in case someone awoke from a coma to find himself underground. (GAS 

Lit es) 
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NEW YORK RESEARCH: Having difficulties researching in New York? 	In October 1990, 
researchers were denied access to indexes in the Vital Records Section of the New York 
State Health Department in Albany. 	They were told the problem was due to "staff 
cutbacks." This office maintains the ONLY copy of the microfiche index in the state and 
is directed by law to make it available to the public. 	Heads of New York genealogical 
societies hope to form a statewide network to monitor this situation and to lobby for 
pertinent legislation as needed. Genealogists have requested that copies of the indexes 
be distributed to various repositories around the state but the state registrar has 
refused to do this. A FGS Forum reader received a letter dated 16 July 1990 from L.Julien 
Rivers of the Vital Records Section, stating, "processing time for accepted genealogy 
requests is between six and seven months." (FGS Forum) 

MISSOURI VITAL RECORDS: As of August 1990 the fee for a certified copy of a birth and/or 
death record increased to $5 each. This fee entitles the requestor to a search of the 
files and/or one certified copy of the record requested, if found. (South Suburban Gen. 
Hist. Soc. via the FGS Forum) 

WIT'S IN A NAME?: 	Junior is one of the most misleading of all terms encountered in 
research. Used strictly today for a son bearing his father's name, 200 years ago it meant 
a younger man in the same town having the identical name of another. He could be related 
to the senior in some way, but many times there was no relationship at all 1. 	In 
Wallingford, Ccnn., five men, all named John Hall s  lived at the same time. From oldest to 
Youngest, they were called Sr., Jr., 3rd, 4th, and 5th--without regard to relationship. If 
Jr. died, 3rd became Jr., 4th became 3rd, and so on. 	In some deeds, a man referred to 
himself as "Jr.. formerly 3rd." Confusing? You bet? (Buckeye California via Champaign 
Co., OH Sen. Soc.) 

BRITISH POSTAGE AND CERTIFICATES: International Reply Coupons cost $.95 each purchased 
from the local post offices. 	It is necessary to include at least two in letters of 
Inquiry to other countries. 	For Germany it is being suggested to send three coupons. 
According to 'The English Researcher" by Joyce Buckland it is possible to obtain British 
postage stamps for your SASE from Britain. For the following figures, keep in mind that 
one ounce equals 28 grams, 100 pence in one pound sterling, one pound sterling cost $1.98 
as of April 1991. (This can vary month to month.) 

AIR MAIL postage from England costs 37 pence for 10 grams 53 pence for 20 grams; 70 
pence for 30 grams; and 87 pence for 40 grams. To obtain British postage stamps write to: 
The British Post Office, Philatelic Bureau, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh, EH3 SIT, 
Scotland. Credit cards, such as Mastercard and Visa, are accepted. 

When you request a birth, marriage or death certificate from the General Register 
Office in London, it is necessary to send them a bank draft in sterling pounds. If you 
wish to obtain a bank draft in sterling pounds, by far the least expensive method is to 
contact RUESCH INTERNATIONAL, 1350 Eye Street, N.W., Tenth Floor, Washington, D.C. 20005. 
Phone 1-800-424-2923 

They will tell you what the current rate of exchange is at that moment. They will ask 
what amount you want on bank draft, to whom the draft should be made, i.e., The Registrar 
General, and give you a confirmation number. 	They will then tell you to send them a 
personal check for the amount plus $2.00. Upon receipt of payment, they will send you the 
bank draft which you can then send on to the Records Office in England. Birth, marriage 
or death certificates cost twelve pounds sterling. 

FROM THE EDITOR: As an example, recently I needed a marriage certificate for my 
grandparents in England. Cost of the certificate was twelve pounds. When I called Ruesch 
in April, the exchange rate was $1.97881. 	The bank draft in sterling pounds cost me 
$23.75 plus $2.00. I sent them a personal check for $25.75 and within a week received my 
draft made out to The Registrar General for twelve pounds. After checking with several 

.banks and the post office. I found this method much cheaper and very efficient. 

Genealogy, this is a trust that Providence has committed to our care. Who is so dead, 
to sympathy and affection, to kindred and country, that they would not preserve the record 
of his ancestors, the places of their birth, the homes of their childhood, and the sacred 
spot where repose the loved ones of the earth. Anonymous 
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FEDERAL CENSUS INDEX BOOKS:  It has been said that there is about a 19 
omission rate in the published volumes of Federal Census Index books. So, 
If you are unable to -find in the index the names you are researching, be 
sure to check the original census record. (Manasota FL Sen. Soc quarterly) 

NATURALIZATION: The natural i:at ion records for some northeastern states 
have been moved recently from Washington, DC to the Boston Archives Branch 
of the National Archives. 	These records dating -from the late 1700's to 
19(-jt consist of copies of petitions for natural izat ions from both -federal 
and non--federal courts in Maine, Massachusetts New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island. (Root Digger Newsletter, 1991) 

HUGGING - THE PERFECT CURE FOR WHAT AILS YOU  

No movable parts, no batteries to wear out. 
No periodic checkups, low energy consumption. 

High energy yield, inflation-proof. 
No monthly payments, no insurance requirements. 

Theft-proof, nontaxable, nonpolluting, 
and, of course, fully returnable. 

Hugging is healthy. It relieves tension, 
combats depression, reduces stress, 

improves blood circulation. 
It's invigorating. It's rejuvenating. 

It elevates self-esteem. It generates goodwill 
It has no unpleasant side effects. 

It is nothing less than a miracle drug. 
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