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APRIL EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm. Thursday. Apr. 23. 1992 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street. Auburn 

Doors wiii open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers and those who need 
assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 

CEMETERIES. OUR WINDOWS TO THE PAST  
Mr. John Bettencourt. a member of the Old City Cemetery Committee of the Sacramento 

County Historical Society. will be the speaker. He will present a slide show featuring a 
historical tour of the old City Cemetery and stories detailing the lives of some of the 
inhabitants such as John Sutter. Our cemeteries are a valuable source of historical and 
personal information, as genealogists well know. 	They are invaluable educational tools 
througn which we can impart a sense of our historic past to new generations. 

RAFFLE PRIZES: 	Tombstones of Your Ancestors by Louis S. Schafer. This is a guide to 
unberstanding tombstone art. 	The first part of the book examines the historical 
aeveiopment of tombstone materials, art and epitaphs. The second part details the process 
oi creating reproductions and rubbings of tombstones. 

Also. the book. 'The Last Lauah." a collection of funny old epitaphs. This book was 
conated by Aleatha Galloway. 

MAY STUDY GROUP  
Tuesday. May 5. 1992. 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room. Auburn-Placer County Library 

TOPIC: Dorothy Thomsson will lead a discussion on Cemetery Records. 	An open 
discussion will follow to share your genealogical problems. break-throughs. research 
experiences. etc. Come and join us. 

ARE WE READY FOR A NEW LOGO?  
At the last meeting of the Board of Directors, a question came up concerning the 

Clubs logo. Has it done its job. and should it be retired. replaced by a better. more 
meaningful and artistic logo? The present logo was put to work nigh on many long years 
ago when the Club not only had very few members. but very few artistically-inclined 
members. The Board has suggested a contest to develop a new and better logo, perhaps a 
cash prize to the winner. This question will be discussed at the April evening meeting. 
Your input is needed. 

The Board has also developed a special welcome letter to be sent to each new member 
as he or she joins. It was felt that the Club should make a stronger effort to let the 
new members know about the special projects and facilities that are available. A packet 
of information will accompany this letter. 	It is very important that all members. 
especially new ones. know that the Club is eager to help in any way possible. 

AN -- a very special THANK YOU  coes to member Frances Wilson for volunteering to be 
the Membership Chairperson. 
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President: Missy Wilson 
Vice Pres: Barbara Leak 
Library: 	Dorothy Thnsson 
Research: Aubrey Johnston 
Sales: 	Mary Neifing 

OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 
889-0915 
652-7554 
823-9489 
823-2048 
823-7166 

Secretary: Marilyn Larson 	268-1091 
Treasurer: Paula Ewing 	645-3506 
Historian: Jean Shenk 	 823-7370 
Publicity: Annabelle Chandler 	878-8665 
Microfilm Rentals: Louise Pilger 823-1581 

ADDITIONS AND CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME! We cordially greet the following new members and wish them every success in all 

tre i r genealogical efforts. 

p347 Donna Manley 
348 Russel & Catherine Emery 
n349 Robert L. Crawford 
350 Diane Halsey 
*351 Donna Jean Brint 

2365 Bean Road 	Auburn 
P.O. Box 335 	 Georgetown 
2540 Grass Valley Hwy.Sp 17 Auburn 
1261 4th Street 	Lincoln 
P.O. Box 7409 	 Auburn 

CA 95603 885-9677 
CA 95634 333-1251 
CA 95603 885-2563 
CA 95648 645-1366 
CA 95604 432-9639 

SEMINARS. ETC.  
GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, call 
Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870 

BUS TRIP TO SUTRO LIBRARY AND NATIONAL ARCHIVES: The Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento (G.A.S.) will not have a bus trip to the National Archives in San Bruno and 
Sutro Library in April. and the May 27 trip is uncertain at this time. 	They are having 
difficulty filling the bus. 	Ralpha Crouse. the chairman. will notify us in early May. 
Hopefully, the information will be available in time for the May Newsletter. 	If not, call 
Raipha at 689-4524 if you are interested in the May trip. 

SPRING FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR: The Sacramento North Stake will sponsor a seminar Saturday. 
May 9. at the Rio Tierra Stake Center. 751 Rio Tierra Ave.. Sacramento. off Northgate 
Blvd. just south of San Juan Road. See flyer on PCGS Bulletin Board in Library. 

ROOT CELLAR SEMINAR: This seminar will be held Saturday. June 6. at Cordova Lane School. 
2460 Cordova Lane. near Zinfandel. Rancho Cordova. PLEASE NOTE: The original date of May 
2 has been changed to June 6. The featured speaker will be Henry Z. (Hank) Jones, Fellow 
of the American Society of Genealogists. 	Mr. Jones. an author. genealogist, and 
television and movie actor will give the following lectures starting at 10:00 am: 'When 
the Sources are Wrong!": 'Tracing the Origins of Early 18th Century European Emigrants": 
an "I Don't Chase Dead Germans - They Chase Me!." Cost is $15 for Root Cellar members and 
$18 for non-members. For more information call Jan Riggs. 635-8456. or see flyer on PCGS 
Bulletin Board in Library. 

HERITAGE SEMINAR SERIES 1992: Heritage Quest will sponsor a seminar program in Salt Lake 
City. Utah. as follows: 	May 18-23 Northern States Research: Sep. 21-26 German/Eastern 
Europe: Oct. 12-17 Scandinavian Research: and Nov. 9-14 British Isles Research. 
Registration must be received at least 21 days prior to seminar. For more details, see 
flyer on PCGS Bulletin Board. 

PCGS MEMBERSHIP LISTS: The 1992 membership list has been printed and will be available for 
members to pick up at the day and evening meetings. 	If you are unable to attend either 
meeting and would like a copy, send a self-addressed stamped envelope (large *10) tc 
Placer County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385. Auburn, CA 95604. Also, if there areww  
any corrections to this revised list, please notify an officer at a meeting, or send 
changes to the above address. 

A wealthy man spent $25,000 in connection with his genealogy. He paid $5,000 to have it 
researched and then another $20,000 to have it hushed up. 
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OFF-THE-SHELF by Dorothy Thomssori 

S 
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New and in tar processing - should be on our shelves soon: 

LIFELINE. THE ACTION GUIDE TO ADOPTION SEARCH. by Virgil L. Kiuraer. 1991. Caradium 

Puolishers. 	A look through the Contents will convince anyone searching for adoptive 
records that this book is a MUST: from adoption terminology, various and variable federal 
and state laws (for each state). the recording processes, getting organized, where to 
aeain. where to look, and even sample request letters. Time spent studying this book will 
be time saved in the long run. 

WAGON TRAINS. 1849-1865. (Note: 	1856-1861 not included), compiled by Lois A. Dove. 
Sacramento. CA. 1989. 	A 'book of lists' concerning several aspects of the Gold Push 
migration as published in newspapers: 	St. Louis Republican. Salt Lake City Deseret. 
Sacramento Daily Union. and other sources. 	Lists include: 	arrivals and departures. 
unclaimed mail at several post offices. deaths. and members or passengers of many 
"companies or "trains." Of special interest are letters '-from the Plains" or "-from the 
Frontier" telling of experiences along the trails. One correspondent. Col. Biodget (page 
92) estimated the emigration in 1852 at 40.000 people. 8000 wagons. and 80.000 head of 
cattle! 	No wonder records are sparse. The author warns to use this book with caution. 
Of special value is a complete name Index, as some of the lists are not alphabetized. 

_ N.B. The periodical 'Root Cellar Preserves" (in box on work table) has a continuing list - 

in several issues - of "Wagon Train" deaths in the .1 850's. 
Another 000k re-surfaced and is being re-processed: PUBLIC RECORD REPOSITORIES IN 

MAINE. by Maine State Archives at Auousta. 4th printing 1979. Listed by towns. this is an 
excellent directory of the vital records available in each. and the dates covered. 	Most 
or these have oeen microfilmed by the L.D.S. Church and are available through the Family 
History Centers. 

Miscellaneous: Of Scottish interest - some newsletters. 'News from the Ellen Payne 
Ocom Genealogy Library. The Family Tree" in container on the work table. 

Tne latest Heritage Quest 38. has an article explaining sources and use of Torreys 
NEW ENGLAND MARRIAGES PRIOR TO 1700. This is not just an index to most of these early 
marriaaes. out is a guide to the manuscripts available on film from the L.D.S. Family 
History Library. We have ordered the new supplement. 

PAF USERS ATTENTION: The Genealogical Computing Quarterly has announced that a keyboard 
template for PAF is now available. 	Kathy Cook Consulting. P.O. Box 393. Escondido. CA 
92025, has developed a template for Enhanced AT style keyboards (function keys along the 
top instead of on the left hand side) that list the key assignments for both the Family 
Recoras program and the Research Data Filer program. It sells for $14.95 which includes 
postage and handling. 	Sales tax must be added. 	It comes with a pamphlet that gives 
detailed definitions of the key assignments along with instructions on how to modify the 
Key assignments. Melinda Landrith. AGLL representative, also has these available locally 
at the same price. Call her at 823-2160. 

KAHI GENEALOGY CALL-IN PROGRAM: The next Call-In date is Friday. May 1st. at 9:00 am. Do 
you have a genealogy question? Phone in and talk with Jim and Melinda Landrith who are 
ootn members of PCGS. They are hoping that the first Friday in each month will become a 
regular time for this helpful program. 

TIP: If you would like help in removing a picture from a magnetic photo album. try lifting 
a corner and then aim a blast of warm air from a hair dryer underneath the picture. 
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THE 1920 FEDERAL CENSUS 

As everyone probably knows the 1920 Federal Census was made available to the general 
public on March 2. 1992. However, it is more important at this point to know exactly what 
that word available means to genealogists. 	All regional centers of the National 
Archives now have complete sets of the microfilm. 	Our closest center is the Pacific 
Sierra Region. 1000 Commodore Drive. San Bruno. CA 94066. 	Phone (415)876-9009. 	One 
source. the Genealogy Bulletin. stated that a reservation for using a microfilm reader is 
advisea. 	Another source said the Center is not taking reservations. it is 'first come. 
rirst served.' 	Therefore, a call to the Center for clarification before you go there is 
the best advice to be given. 

The hours of the San Bruno Regional Center are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday. Tuesday, 
Thursday ano Friday: 8:00 am to 8:30 pm on Wednesday. 	It is supposeo to be open the 
second Saturday of each month. May 9 and June 13. from 8:30 am to 4:15 pm. 	Closed on 
summer weeKends. The microfilm readers are assigned on two hour shifts. You can sign up 
again after completing a shift. 

The LDS Family History Library in Salt Lake City will be copying its set of 1920 
Census anc Sounaex Film for distribution to its Centers. It is anticipated that this task 
will oe completed in September 1992. However, the Family History Centers will be notified 
as each state is completed so some film will probably be available in the not too distant 
future. You will be kept up-to-date on this in the newsletter. 	AGLL is working day and 
night to make copies available to their members also. 	It is understood that Sutro 
Library in San Francisco had not budgeted for this Census so it could be 1993 before they 
have it 

The difference from the 1910 Census is that the "mother tongue' of a person and his 
parents has been added: also. year of naturalization and year of arrival in the United 
States: and naturalization status of foreign-born persons. Missing in the 1,920 Census ar 
the questions about a person s length of marriage, number of children born or living. an 
veteran status. Separate schedules and a separate Soundex are available for overseas 
military and naval forces. 	Indians were enumerated with the main population. no separate 
schedule. 	Institutions will be found listed at the end of the enumeration district on 
both the population schedules and at the end of each state Soundex index. 	Genealogists 
should find the 1920 Soundex the most complete and useful guide to locating residents of 
the U.S. that has ever been released for public use to date. A word of caution - the 1920 
Soundex card entries should be considered secondary records because they were compiled 
from orimary records. the census schedules themselves. 

The 1920 "census day" was January 1. 1920. The enumerators were instructed to count 
every person in a household who was living on that day. 	If a person had died after 
January 1. 1920. that person was to be included. 	If a child were born after January 1. 
1920. the enumerator was not supposed to count the new infant. The enumerators had thirty 
aavs to complete the count which was quite a feat considering that there were 106 million 
residents in the U.S. in 1920. 

The Population Schedules and subsequent statistical reports compiled are the only part 
of the 1920 census that survive. These schedules survive only as microfilm copies. They 
consist of 2.076 rolls of 35mm microfilm. 	In 1920 an Agriculture Census and a 
Manufacturers Census were conducted: however, neither of these was filmed and both were 
purposely destroyed years ago. 

The Population Schedules were first microfilmed in 1940 and the Census Bureau obtained 
permission from Congress to destroy the originals. 	Microfilm technology was in its 
infancy in 1940. and there are many frames of film that are obscure and illegible due to 
poor camera lighting. 	The National Archives has tried to rectify these problems. 	New 
masters of the original film have been made and much effort has gone into enhancing th 
film image. 	A frame-by-frame review of each roll was undertaken by the Special Media 
Preservation Branch of the National Archives, and frames not restorable noted. 

(We are indebted to the Genealogy Bulletin No. 13 for the above information.) 
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CALIFORNIA STATE ARCHIVES UP-DATE: The Archives had a target date of April 1 to begin its 
move to temporary quarters while the new building complex in Sacramento is being erected. 

The new complex will house the State Archives and the offices of the Secretary of State 
plus an annex for the State Library. 	The temporary quarters will be located at 201 N. 
Sunrise Boulevard near Interstate 80. 	It is expected that they will remain here about 
three years. 	When built. both new projects will aive the State fireproof and 
temperature-controlled facilities for rare records, books and artifacts. There will also 
be a state-of-the-art restoration laboratory and museum-quality display space for 
collections. The reason that Roseville was chosen as the temporary quarters (requiring 20 
miles travel for archives users from the Capitol area) is because the State had difficulty 
finding temporary quarters outside the flood plain. 

"BLACK DUTCH": 	Shepardic Jews married Dutch Protestants to escape the Inquisition in 
Spain. 	The 'black' refers to the black hair and dark complexion. due to the Spanish 
heritage. (Warren Co.. IA Gen. Soc. via Paradise Gen. Soc.) 

FINDING DEATH AND BIRTH CERTIFICATES: Laws and agreements among states determining where 
certificates for deaths and births that occurred under unusual circumstances should be 
ilea have evolved over the past 70 to 80 years. 	It was necessary to guarantee that a 

certificate would be filed and to prevent multiple documents for the same person being 
registered. As a result. todays ruling regarding deaths on planes or,  trains crossing the 
continental U.S. state that a certificate must be filed in the county where the first stop 
is made by the conveyance. A birth certificate. on the other hand. must be filed in the 
county where the mother and child disembark from the plane or train - even though several 
stops may have been made along the way. 	These rules developed largely after 1900 when 
most states had created laws requiring the filing of birth and death certificates. 
However, during the latter part of the 19th century when wagon trains were being replaced 

- 

	

	by train travel to the West. most of the stops were in states or territories where therer 
were no requirements for filing vital records under any circumstances. It would be futile 
to look for aocuments of ancestors who were born on a train during this time. (Iowa Gen. 
Soc. Newsletter) 

FACTS FROM 'EARLY MARRIAGE REGULATIONS IN VA AND GA by Donna Potter Phillips (Heritage 
Quest Issue p34. page 71): Mrs. Phillips states that a knowledge of marriage laws, rules 
and regulations is an absolute requirement if you expect to find a marriage record. Read 
the article for details. 

1. 1631 VA - minister could not perform marriage without a license, except banns 
had been published three Sundays in both churches where the couple lived and record 
written in a Parish register. 	Banns were accepted as a legal substitute for a license. 
Bann fees were one fourth of a license fee. 

2. 1705 - only the clerk of the county of the female's residence would issue license 
for the marriage and record it in a county register. If one of the couple was under 21. 
parental permission was necessary. 

3. 1780 - marriages by ministers other than those of the Church of England became 
valid. 	Quakers and "Mennonists" marriages, although not registered in county records 
(choice of the sects, not due to law), were now legal. 

4. 1861 GA - groom had to be 17 years old, bride 14 years old. They could not have 
a previous marriage undissolved. nearness of relationship by blood or marriage, impotency. 
DrunKenness at time of marriage was considered a fraud. License or banns was accepted. 

CIVIL WAR PHOTOS: The Department of the Army. Military History Institute. Carlisle 
Barracks. PA 17013-5008. has collected over 80.000 photos of Civil War officers and 
enlisted men of both North and South forces since 1973. The photos are kept in permanent 
Archives and made available to the public. 	They aare always looking for more photos. 
Although they prefer pictures of men in uniform. they will accept photos of any person who 
served in the Civil War. 

The Institute will either make negatives from your original pictures or accept 
negatives that you send them. Send your photos or negatives with full particulars about 
your ancestors to the attention of Michael J. Wray. Curator. (Great River Gen. Soc.. 
Quincy, IL. 'Yellow Jacket") 
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IF YOU THINK MODERN-DAY CENSUS TAKERS HAVE IT BAD--- 
In the Gold Rush days being a census taker was about as popular as a tax collector 

In fact a good many thought he was a tax collector. Unfortunately for genealogists. t 
1850 Census was literally a disaster. was actually disownea even by its director. J. Nee' 
Johnson. In 1851 he reported to the Secretary of State that not only were miners hard to 
fine and the constantly moving population hard to count. there were human errors also. One 
census taker reported completing his work. but failed to send in his count. Tuolumne 
County's census taker could not be contacted. The deputy doing Trinity. Shasta and what 
then was called Collusi County left out a large populaltion on the Klamath River. 
erroneously believing the area to be in the state of Oregon. 

Johnson estimated that the count was 30 to 50 percent short due to the miners residing 
in unknown and unfrequented localities while others were constantly changing their places 
of abode. absolutely precluding the possibility of their being found at all by the census 
man. One farmer in Shasta County gave his name as Tittlebat Titmouse - suggesting he mace 
it up as an aesurdity to protest the visit of an unwelcome official. 	However. Tittiebat 
Titmouse got entered in the 1852 Census. 

in Los Angeles County. census agent ElamCorinQton listed Joseph Baggs. 30. a native 
of China, as 'Crazy under his occupation. In Sacramento County. J.F. Madden proved that 
he was not a man to coddle his charges. That is why poor A. Dickson. no age listed, will 
forever be Known in California history under the occupation "Loafer." 	His birthplace? 
owhere. wrote Madden. 	Residence? "On Levee.' 	In Monterey County. census taker. A. 

Lyons got lazy and actually put in one entry. "Lots of soldiers." Placer County agent A. 
Bronk wrote 'It is impossible to give the population of any place that will be correct for 
more than one day. (Sacramento Bee. 1982) 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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