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OCTOBER EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm, THURSDAY, OCT. 26, 1995 

BEECHER ROOM OF THE AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY 
350 Nevada Street. Auburn  

Doors will open at 6:30 pm for newcomers and those who need 
assistance on a research problem. Look for the "RESEARCH HELP" table. 

PROGRAM  
RESEARCH IN ENGLAND-WHAT'S NEW 

Joyce buckland. the speaker for this interesting subject, is the founder of the 
Krans-Buckiana Family Association. Past President of the Genealogical & Historical Council 
of Sacramento Valley. co-founder of the Rio Linda/Elverta Historical Society, and a 
director on the California State Archives Foundation Board. 	She has edited The Enqlish 
Researcher for the past seven years and The Eaasress for the past four years. 	Joyce 
teaches Enolisri. Canadian and Swedish genealogy in northern California. and she has spent 
considerable time in England. Canada. and Salt Lake City, Utah, doing genealogical 
research. 

RAFFLE PRIZES: YOUR LIFE & TIMES by Stephen & Julie Arthur 
and TRACING YOUR ANCESTORS IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE  

** * ******* ***** *** * ****** ****** **** ** ** * 

NOVEMBER STUDY GROUP  
Tuesday. Nov. 7. 1995. 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room. Auburn-Placer County Library 

"TECHNIQUES THAT WORK - CHARTS AND FORMS" 
Barbara Leak will lead this discussion. Everyone is welcome to join this informal. 

round-table type meeting to talk about individual genealogical problems. Questions on any 
genealogical subject are welcome. 

ENTERTAINMENT 96 books are again being made available for sale as a fund raiser. PCGS 
receives a portion of the $40 purchase price which will go toward the Library Book Fund. 
These books are packed with thousands of dollars of savings on fine and casual dining, 
movies, local sports and attractions, hotels and travel, plus much more! 	Hundreds of 2 
for 1 price and up to 50% off coupons, plus big discounts on local attractions such as 
movies. sports. cultural events, recreation and more. 	Call Manly Larson at 268-1091. 
She will have the books available at the meetings. 

** * * * * **************** ***** ******* 
As genealogists we must all be like the avid trout fisherman. 
who knows that even though he has fished for hours and waded 
many a mile in the streams, that the big one is always around 
the next bend in the stream. (Rock Co. WI Gen Soc Feb 95) 
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OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 
President: Pam Dallas 791-7425 Secretary: 	Mary Ann Unruh 652-0963 
'lice Pres: Pam Gissy 885-2695 Treasurer: 	Marilyn Larson 268-1091 
Licrarv: 	Barbara Leak 652-7554 Historian: 	Jean Shenk 8237370 
Research: 	Aubrey Johnston 823-2048 Editor: 	Annabelle Chandler 878-8665 
Sales: 	Louise Pilger 823-1581 Microfilm Rentals: 	Pamela Gissy ::5-2695 
Registrar: Melinda Herzog-Landrith 	823-2160 Hospitality: June 	Schlager 784-6582 
New-Meer Mailings: Frances Wilson 	888-0224 

ADDITIONS AND CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

WELCOME! We cordially greet the following new member and wish her every success in all her 
genealogical efforts. 
4461 	Shirley Torre 	 3645 Mary Lane 	Auburn 	CA 95602 878-7404 

NOTE: If there are any corrections to the membership list, please call the Registrar. 
Melinda Herzog-Landrith 823-2160. Copies of the 1995 Membership List may be obtained at 
tne meetings. 

NEED RESEARCH HELP?:  Have you checked out the new RESEARCH HELP  table now available at 
each evening meeting? Experienced members will be there between 6:30 and 7:00 p.m. to 
answer your questions, or help you get started if you are a beginning researcher. 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with regret that we announce the death of 

GEORGE WILLIAM GALLOWAY 
the husband of our member. Aleatha Galloway 

Our deepest sympathy to Aleatha and her family. 

SEMINARS. ETC.  

TRACING YOUR FAMILY TREE: HOW TO BEGIN SEMINAR:  Saturday. Oct. 14. in the Beecher Room of 
the Auourn-Placer County Library. 	Check the flyer that was included in last months 
newsletter. 

GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP:  Meets every Wednesday 9:30am to 11:00am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, call 
Marguerite McCurry. 432-1870. 

AHI GENEALOGY CALL-IN PROGRAM:  Jim and Melinda Landrith (PCGS members) will be on the 
radio. KARl 950 AM. Nov. 14 from 9:00am to 10:00am. 	If you have a genealogy question. 
give them a call at 885-3565. or 1-800-400-3565. 

US TRIP TO SUTRO LIBRARY AND NATIONAL ARCHIVES:  The Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento (G.A.S.) sponsors bus trips to the National Archives in San Bruno and Sutro 
Library. The all-day trips cost $20 and you provide a sack lunch. The first pick-up is 
at 7:00am. The trips are scheduled for the 4th Wednesday as follows: Oct. 25, 1995. Jan. 
24. Feb. 28. Mar. 27. no trip in April. May 22. 1996. Pick-up points are Florin, Arden. 
West Sacramento. Davis and Fairfield. To reserve a seat make checks payable to G.A.S. (No 
Refunds). and mail to Rosa Shepherd. 7074 Lazy River Way. Sacramento. CA 95831. Call Rosa 
at 421-0203 or Louise Medich at 457-5663. 

FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR:  The Sacramento Multi-Regional LDS Family History Center will 
sponsor its Fall 1995 Family History Seminar. Saturday. 4 November 1995.at the Roseville 
Stake Center. 211 Estates Drive. Roseville. CA. Classes begin at 9:00am. 



OCTOBER 1995 
	

PLACER TRAILS 	 PAGE  

Instead of the usual fare of library news and book reviews, 
this month I am catering to the interests of the computer users 
among you We have all heard about, and hopefully used, the 
Family Search databases at the Family History Center, and the 

1 1  fit' marriage indexes, census indexes, and national telephone 
directories on CD-ROM. Ifyou own a computer, you probably use 
one of the many genealogy programs available. But are you ready 
to let your computer take you beyond the realm of name indexes 
and pedigree charts? 

Recently, I was in Walden Bookstore looking at computer books 
when I spotted one that I just had to buy. Now please note that 
I found this book in the computer section. It is called Your 
Roots: Total Genealogy Planning on Your Conquter. 

The "how to do genealogy" information in it is pretty basic, 
beginner stuff. But the "computer genealogy" information is good 
and about as up-to-date as a computer book can ever be. Some of 
the topics covered are GEDCOM and tiny tafels, bulletin boards 
and on-line sources (including the Internet), computerized 
-photography (scanning, photo restoration, optical character 
recognition, and photo CDS), indexes and databases on CD-ROM 
(Ancestral File, marriage & census indexes, etc.), and genealogy 
& history publications on CD. (Did you know that The Handy Book 
for Genealogists is now available on CD-ROM?) 

Included with the book is a CD containing goodies such as a genealogical dictionary, 
genealogy forms and sample inquiry letters that you can customize and print with your word 
processor, and directory listings of the National Archives and its field branches, vital 
records offices in the U.S., and over 5,000 genealogy societies, libraries and archives 
throughout North America. You also get $15 worth of free online time on CompuServe. 

But best of all, the CD contains demos (slide shows or working models) for six of the 
leading commercial genealogy programs: Family Origins for Windows, Family Origins for DOS, 
The Master Genealogist, Reunion for Windows, Family Tree Maker for Windows, and Roots IV. 
Plus, you also get two shareware programs: Brother's Keeper and Family Tree for Windows. All 
eight programs are reviewed and compared in the text of the book, too. 

The question people most commonly ask me regarding computer genealogy is, "Which is the 
best program to buy?" If you haven't bought a genealogy program yet, or you are not satisfied 
with the one you have, this is your opportunity to see what these programs can do and how 
they do it, before you buy it. For this purpose alone, I highly recommend this book. 

Your Roots, Total Genealogy Planning on Your Computer, by Richard Eastman, is published by Ziff-Davis 
Press, Emeryville, CA (1995). The list price is $24.95 including the CD-ROM. 	(Minimum system 
requirements: 386DX-33, 4MB RAM, 4MB available on hard drive, SuperVGA adapter recommended, mouse, 
Miscrosoft Windows 3.1, MS-DOS 3.0, and a CD-ROM drive). 

I got the last copy off the shelf at Walden Books, so ask your favorite bookstore to order 
it for you. 

Now, let's take a peek inside the world of computerized maps and gazetteers. 

AniMap Plus County Boundary Historical Atlas for Windows - AniMap is kind of like 
Dollarhide's Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses on computer, only better. The program 
contains a series of maps for each state, showing the historical boundaries of the counties 
for each year from Colonial times to the present. You can place markers on the maps, then 
scroll through the years and watch the counties change around the marked locations. A revised 
version, released earlier this year, allows you to create overlays with the maps, display 
latitude and longitude coordinates, and show mileage from one point to another. My only 
criticism is that the computer generated maps are a little crude (the county lines have 
"jaggies"), but when I'm researching an ancestor who lived in a place where the county lines 
changed every few years, I need those maps and I can overlook jaggies. 

AniMap Plus County Boundary Historical Atlas for Windows is available from The Gold Bug, P0 Box 588, 
Alamo, CA 94507, tel. 510/838-MAPS, E-Mail: goldbug@aol.com.  Maps for various state regions may be 
purchased separately from the master program. Contact The Gold Bug for price information. (Minimum system 
requirements: IBM PC or compatible, 2MB RAN, hard drive, 3.5" disk drive, VGA display, Windows 3.0) 

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) Digital Gazetteer - Trying to locate a place 
iame? For several years now, genealogy societies have been advising their members to write 
to the U.S. Board of Geographic Names for information. Now you can have that information on 
CD-ROM. called the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), the database currently 
contains more than 2 million geographic names in the U.S.—from populated places, schools, 
churches, cemeteries, and parks to reservoirs, streams, valleys and ridges. 
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(Off-the-Shelf, continued) 
The GNIS is being compiled in two phases. Phase I includes most named features (basically 

everything except roads and railroads) that are shown on the topographical maps of the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) and the U.S. Forest Service, as well as the charts of the National 
Ocean Service. This phase is complete for all states. Phase II is a long-term project to 
gather additional place names from other Federal and state materials, as well as from 
historical maps and documents. Phase II is currently complete for 22 states and another 12 
states are in active compilation. The ultimate goal is for the GNIS to contain all known 
places, features, and areas in the United States that are identified by proper names. 

Using the database is easy, with very flexible search options. For each place name, the 
GNIS lists the state, county, feature name, feature type, latitude and longitude coordinates, 
topographic map name and other reference information. Developed by the U.S. Geological 
Survey, in cooperation with the U.S. Board of Geographic Names, the GNIS data is considered 
official for Federal use. 

Want some examples of what you can do with the GNIS? Example 1: If I type in my last name, 
"Leak", the GNIS lists for me 20 entries in nine different states including two Leak 
Cemeteries, Leak Memorial Church, Leak Street Elementary School, Old Leak Ferry, Leak Canyon, 
Leak Quarry, Leak Island, Leak Creek, Leak Lake, Leak Ditch, Leak Spring, Leak Well, Leak 
Run, Leak Branch, and Leak Fork. Any of these place names could be a clue to where my 
ancestors lived. Example 2: My great grandmother's death certificate indicates she was born 
in Natrona, Illinois. Natrona isn't shown on my atlas (actually, it no longer exists) and I 
don't know what county it's in. The GNIS tells me it's in Mason County. Example 3: Having 
read in a deed that my ancestor lived on Woolper Creek in Boone County, Kentucky, I can use 
the GNIS to determine on which USGS topographical map Woolper Creek is shown. I can then 
obtain a copy of that topog. map which will help me with my research, particularly in using 
land records. 

The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) Digital Gazetteer on CD-ROM may be purchased from the 
U.S. Geological Survey, Earth Science Information Center, 507 National Center, Reston, VA 22092, for $57 
postpaid. Credit card orders may be FAXED to 703-648-5548. Include your name, address, phone #, credit 
card # & expiration date, and your signature. (Minimum system requirements: IBM PC/XT/AT or compatible, 
512K RAN, hard drive, MS DOS 3.0, and a CD-ROM drive.) 

Note: Some of you may have read or heard that the GNIS is available on microfiche for individual 
states at $2.00 each. The microfiche edition has not been updated in three years and is not being 
reprinted. Several states are no longer available. 

Black Oak Mapper - Black Oak Mapper is a program for mapping out metes & bounds land 
surveys. You know what metes & bounds is... It's when the deed says the property line runs 
from a white walnut to a ash tree near the fork of a stream and up the meanders thereof. 
Anyway, you enter the property description and Mapper draws a plat (diagram( of the property 
for you and calculates the acreage. Believe me, this is a heckuva lot easier and faster than 
using a protractor and graph paper. The plats can be previewed on screen, printed to any 
scale you specify (such as the same scale as your USGS topog. map), or exported as a graphic 
file (PCX or TIFF format) 

Black Oak Mapper is available from Black Oak systems, 7472 Mt. Sherman Road, Longmont, Co 80503-8678, 
for $24.95 + $2 S&H (specify disk size) . (Minimum system requirements: IBM PC or compatible, CGA, EGA or 
VGA display, printer.( 

The Farmer's Plotter - I'm not deliberately ignoring you Macintosh users. I can't offer 
details because I haven't seen this one in action, but here is a deed plotter for you, too. 
In fact, it plots both metes & bounds and rectangular surveys. 

The Farmer's Plotter is available from Older Kids & Co., 8547 E. Arapahoe Rd., #J-144, Greenwood 
Village, CO 80112, for $29.95. (Requires System 6.0.8 or 7.x and 2MB RAN.) 

DeedMapper— I saw a demonstration of this program at a conference I attended earlier this 
year. It is not just a mere deed plotting program. It is a tool for reconstructing entire 
neighborhoods. With DeedMapper, you can enter metes & bounds property descriptions from up 
to 400 deeds and then fit the pieces of property together. In fact, DeedMapper will help you 
search for common boundary lines. You can also display the name of the property owner within 
each plat, so that you end up with a plat map showing the property owners for an entire 
neighborhood. 

Optionally available with DeedMapper are detailed computer maps of streams (in 15 minute 
quadrangles) for the entire U.S, except Alaska. If one or more of the plats in your 
neighborhood group have lines that follow the meanders of a stream, you'll probably be 
successful matching those meander lines to a stream on the stream maps. Then you'll know 
exactly where each piece of property is located. Road maps and railroad maps are also 
available. 

DeedMapp.r is available from Direct Line Software, 71 Neshobe Road, Newton, MA 02168, telephone 
617/527-9566. The program costs $99. Computer maps are priced at $15 with quantity discounts available. 
For more information, contact Direct Line and ask for their fact sheet. (Minimum System requirements: IBM 
PC or compatible, hard drive, VGA graphics display, MS-DOS 3.2, mouse.) 
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-- 	V 	• A E 	- 	. 	V A 	11 : The bill passed the Senate 
Judiciary. Ju'iy 17 and was sent on to the Senate Appropriations Committee. 	After two 
atternps in this committee. it was passed and was sent to the Senate Floor where it passed 
Sept. 14. It was sent back to the Assembly on concurrence where it passed with 44 votes. 
There is still opposition and concern that the Governor may not sign the bill. The author 
has held it over. maina it a two year bill. 

The controversy to this bill is over the fees. THIS BILL DOES NOT ASK FOR INCREASE IN 
FEES. only the extention of the surcharge of $1 which presently goes to the General Fund 
and which will sunset in 1997. 	AB 161 will extend this $1 surcharge to go to the 
implementation of the security features of the vital records. 

The beginning record fee is $6 for birth, marriage and death. plus a surcharge of $1 
to go the State General Fund (sunsets 1997). plus a $2 surcharge to go to Vital Records 
Improvement Fund, bringing the total fee to $9. On births only there is an additional $4 
surcharge for Trust Fund (child protection) making the birth record cost $13. 

Iris Carter Jones. Legislative Coordinator, states: "Given the propensity of the 
government to close records for security reasons. The need to fight to keep Vital Records 
open to the public goes on. In this case we have an author who has and will continue to 
work with us. 	She wants these records secure. but seems to have no opposition to 
legitimate public use of the records. 	Now we wait until spring, when the bill can be 
taken off the inactive file and we continue the process. 	(CSGA: Sacramento Valley Region 
Bulletin Fall 1995). 

VIRGINIA PENSION RECORDS: 	Researchers unable to find Virginians who served in the 
American Revolution in the Federal pension records may find them in the Virginia State 
Pension Records. 	The Virginia pension was more than the Federal pension so 465 former 
soldiers or their widows chose the Virginia benefit. (Family Tree via Kith & Kin Sep 95) 

U.S. PASSPORT RECORDS:  The Family History Library now has more than 2.150 microfilms of 
Unitec States passport records from the National Archives and Department of State. These 
records are travel documents attesting to the citizenship and identity of the bearer.' 
The first extant passport given to an individual is dated July 1796. Passports generally 
became more popular in the late 1840s. Until the outbreak of World War I in 1914, United 
States citizens were generally allowed to travel abroad without passports. 	After that. 
people of all walks of life used passports. 	By 1930 the United States government had 
issued over two and a half million passports. 

To receive a United States passport, a person submitted some proof of U.S. 
citizenship. This proof was usually a letter. affidavits of witnesses. and certificates 
from clerks or notaries. By 1888 separate application forms existed for native citizens. 
naturalized citizens. ano derivative citizens. 	Passport applications may contain 
information aoout the applicant's family status. birth date and place. residence. 
naturalization (if born in another country), and other biographical information. 
Twentieth century applications often include marriage and family information as well as 
dates. places. and names of ships used for travel. 	Each passport application series is 
arranged chronologically. 	A number is assigned to most applications. 	For some years 
registers. but no actual applications, are available. To find a particular application. 
use the registers and indexes to identify the application date and number (where 
applicable.) (Heritage Quest Magazine *56 Apr/May 95. pg. 
84) 

ADOPTIVE REGISTER:  Biological parents can register with the International Soundex Reunion 
Registry. P0 Box 2312. Carson City. NV 89701. 	Adopted children may also register. 	A 
match is made when the children become of legal age if both parties are registered and 
want to find each other. 	Send a long SASE to the above registry. requesting Soundex 
forms. (Clark Co. Gen. Soc. Feb 95 via Root Cellar Bits 	Pieces Mar 95) 

MAKE YOUR OWN MICROFILM:  You can copy your genealogical records on microfilm by using an 
SLR camera. 35 rrn film and have it developed for use in a microfilm recorder. Use Tri-X 
Pan (Eastman Kodak) film. 36 exposure. 400 ASA. 	When you have it developed, specify 
return of the roil uncut. 
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MARRIAGE POOL RADIUS': Dic you know that in the 19tr century America. the average pool,of 
Potential spouses was acout five miles. 	This was about the distance a man couic 
comfortably walK twice on his cay off. when he went courting. Parish recoros oear this 
out. Witn invention of zne oicvc:e. the radius was extenced to twenty five miles. 	(ROCK 
Cc. Gen. Soc. W1. Apr 95; 

QUIP: While at a family reunion a five-year old daughter became confused as they icoea 
through a stack of old family photos. 	'Who are these ladies. Mom?' she asked. 	Our 
ancestors." the mother absent-mindedly replied, preoccupied with her search. The small 
Qaughter picked up a tintype of a man and asked. "Is he our uncle-cestor?" (Ancestry Jun 
. 5) 

CLEANING TI?: 	In the 17th Century no day passed when a fireplace went unused. 	Soot 
accumulated quickly in a chimney. This could be hazardous when fires were the principal 
source for fuel. for they left a highly ±iaraDie coat ino. 	Brooms were usea to clean 
short chimneys..  For taller ones it was not uncommon to drop a chicKen or two cown the 
chimney: their frantic wina-oeatina did a good cleaning Job quickly! 	("Everyday Life in 
Early America" by David F. Hawke via California Mayflower via Louise Pilger. 

U KNOW? Once 	in meant 'little.' liKe iamokin meant little lamo. Simiiar:y. Acam, 
oecame Aoarnkin and ±inaiiv Atkins. PeterKin oecame Perkins. JohnK:n oecame jenKins. anc 
WaiterKin oecame WatKins. 	 — 

Jia you also know zna: 'Gi 	when it aegins an Irish name means follower or servant? 
Giichrlst = servant of Christ. 	Gillespie = bishops servant. 	Gilfoyle = of St. Paul. 
Ciloride = of St. Bridget. (Family Tree Jul 95) 

"If I cant find mv ancestors. do I exist?"  


