
n 
	L i &Mi Y coPy 

PLACER Ply TRA ILS 
GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

Post Office Box 7385 
Auburn, California 95604 

NOVEMBER 	199 VOL. 16 NO. 9 

NOVEMBER EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm, THURSDAY, NOV. 30. 1995  

EECHER ROOM OF THE AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY  
350 Nevada Street. Auburn  

Doors will open at 6:30 pm for newcomers and those who neec 
assistance on a research problem. Look for the "RESEARCH HELP table. 

ANNUAL MEETING  
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  The nominating committee will present a slate of new officers for 
1996. Other names may be submitted from the floor for nomination at this time. If there 
are no nominations from the floor, a motion may be made to accept the offered slate of new 
officers by acclamation. 	Come and meet your 1996 officers. enjoy the program and 
refresnments. 	New officers and directors mean new ideas. fresh outlooks and new 
approaches. BUT. iets not forget the wonderful work the 1995 officers and directors have 
aone. Come and shake their hands and let them know you appreciate all their hard work 
this year to keep the boat afloat. And. be assured that these good people will always 
be right there to help the new crew. 

SHARING: Bring your most unique, interesting, fanciest, vital record certificate to show 
and tell. Stories behind these records should be shared with all. 
RAFFLE PRIZE:  INTERNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK  

JANUARY STUDY GROUP  
Tuesday. Jan. 2. 1996. 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Beecher Room. Auburn-Placer County Library 
'TECHNIQUES THAT WORK - CASE STUDIES IN RESEARCH CORRESPONDENCE'  

Barbara Leak will lead this discussion. 
* ** * ** **** ** ** ****** *** *** ***** ****** ** * ** ***** * 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: For various personal reasons I find it necessary to resign as 
Editor of the newsletter. 	I am very sincere when I say that this has been a most 
enjoyable task for the past many, many years. It has truly been a "labor of love.' I am 
delighted to be able to turn this responsibility over to Pain Gissy who has graciously 
volunteered to take my place. 	With more up-to-date computer capabilities. Pain will 
present a monthly newsletter we will all be proud of. Thank you. Pain, lots of luck. 

-Ann Chandler. Editor- 

SEMINAR REPORT:Once again our annual "How to Begin" seminar drew a crowd. To the 
thirty-two ladies and gentlemen who attended. good luck and welcome to the world of 
genealogy. 

Many thanks to PCGS members Alice Barnes. Ann Chandler. Taffy Couts. Pam Dallas, Pam 
Gissy, Betsy Hansen, Betty Hendricks, Melinda Herz og-Landrith. Marilyn Larson. Marguerite 
McCurry, Louise Pilger, Louise Spears, and Missy Wilson who volunteered their time. 
talents and energy to the success of this event. 

By the way, we are getting a reputation. A long-time and well-known genealogist from 
the Sacramento area recently told me that shes heard our seminar is "fabulous.' 	Of 
course. I moaestly agree. 

-Barbara Leak. Seminar Chairperson- 
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OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 
President: Pam Dallas 791-7425 Secretary: 	Mary Ann Unruh 652-0963 
7ice Pres: Pam Gissy 885-2695 Treasurer: 	Marilyn Larson 268-1091 
Library: 	Barbara Leak 652-7554 Historian: 	Jean Shenk 823-7370 
Research: 	Aubrey Johnston 823-2048 Editor: 	Annabelle Chandler 878-8665 
Sales: 	Louise Niger 823-1581 Microfilm Rentals: 	Pamela Gissv 885-2695 
Registrar: Melinda Herzog-Landrith 823-2160 Hospitality: June 	Schiager 784-6582 
New-Member Mailings: Frances Wilson 888-0224 

THERE WILL BE NO EVENING OR DAY MEETINGS IN DECEMBER 
THERE WILL BE NO NEWSLETTER IN DECEMBER  

HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND A MERRY. MERRY CHRISTMAS 

PCGS FUNDRAISER:  
Call Marilyn Larson at 268-1091 to order your Entertainment "96 books. 

You can start using them immediately. Great for Christmas gifts! These books are packed 
with thousands of dollars of savings on fine and casual dining, movies, local sports and 
attractions, hotels and travel, plus much more! 	PCGS receives a portion of the $40 
purchase price which will go toward the Book Fund. Marilyn will have books available at 
the meetings. 

SEMINARS. ETC.  
GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP:  Meets every Wednesday 9:30am to 11:00am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, call 
Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

KAHI GENEALOGY CALL-IN PROGRAM:  Jim and Melinda Landrith (PCGS members) will be on the 
radio. KAHI 950 AM, Nov. 14 and every second Tuesday of the month thereafter from 9:00am  
to 10:00am. 	If you have a genealogy question, give them a call at 885-3565, or 
1-800-400-3565. 

BUS TRIP TO SUTRO LIBRARY AND NATIONAL ARCHIVES:  The Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento (G.A.S.) sponsors bus trips to the National Archives in San Bruno and Sutro 
Library. The all-day trips cost $20 and you provide a sack lunch. The first, pick-up is 
at 7:00am. The trips are scheduled for the 4th Wednesday as follows: Jan. 24. Feb. 28. 
Mar. 27. (no trip in April). May 22, 1996. Pick-up points are Florin. Arden. West 
Sacramento. Davis and Fairfield. To reserve a seat make checks payable to G.A.S. (No 
Refunds), and mail to Rosa Shepherd, 7074 Lazy River Way, Sacramento. CA 95831. Call Rosa 
at 421-0203 or Louise Medich at 457-5663. 

OOPS! 	Several genealogical newsletters (including ours) suggested using Glad Bags to 
store your genealogical papers. The nice folks at Glad Bag callea 'The Family Tree" and 
stated that these bags are NOT mylar and NOT archival. While the company is delighted 
with the prospect of a potential new use - they do not wish to mislead anyone. 

ALSO - Using shaving cream to improve your ability to read and/or photograph gravestones 
has been declared a bad idea. Apparently, the main ingredient is stearic acid. The pH of 
typical shaving cream is in the 5 range, which makes it more acidic than acid rain! By 
the time the next rain comes and washes it away, the reaction is complete and the damage 
is already done. David Chapin, a genealogist on the InterNet. says not to use blackboard 
chalk, either, because it contains gypsum. 	Gypsum can convert to acid under some 
weathering conditions. Don't use soil either, because it can sometimes be highly acidic. 
So what to do now? Chapin suggests using only inert or neutral materials to enhance your 
photos, such as talc or powdered limestone. (Crushed TUMS may work.) 	(The Family Tree 
Oct/Nov 95) 

SAY THAT AGAIN...  An American in a London hotel was introduced to a Scotsman who asked. 
"An what country dae you belang tae?" 'The greatest country in the world!" replied the 
American. 'Man, so dae I," answered Sandy. "But ye dinna speak like a Scotsman!" 

I'm not stuck.. .I'm just Ancestrally challenged! 



NOVEMBER 1995 
	

PLACER TRAILS 	 PAGE 31  

CENSUS RECORDS—one of the most important record sources used 
in American research. Here is a run down on census research 
materials available in our Auburn area libraries. 

1790 FEDERAL CENSUS IN BOOK FORM 
The first national census in the United States was taken in 

1790. Data from the surviving schedules is published in a twelve 
volume series of books titled Heads of Families at the First 
Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790 [Call #R 929.3 
U Geneal]. These books are on the shelves in the Genealogy Section 
of the Auburn Library. Schedules from the 1790 census have been 
lost for Virginia, but the names of the heads of household from 
state enumerations taken in 1782 and 1785 are also included in 
this series. The twelve volumes cover the states of Connecticut, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, and 
Virginia. 

ASER: Which of the original thirteen states is missing from 
- this series? 

A little known resource in our library, related to the 1790 
census is a pamphlet titled Surnames Listed in the 1790 United 
States Census [BOX 973],  reprinted by Heritage Quest from another 

publication titled A Century of Population Growth, 1790-1900 which is also in the library 
[Call #R 312 U Geneal]. This is a little jewel of a reference. It lists, alphabetically, all 
of the surnames listed on the 1790 federal census, tells which states each name appears in, 
and tells how many heads of household are listed with that name and how many other family 
members are indicated in each state. This information can be very helpful in backtracking to 
the origins of a migrating family. You will find this publication in the pamphlet boxes on 
the Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn Library. 

CENSUS SCHEDULES AND INDEXES IN BOOK FORM 
Don't waste time searching line by line for a name on a census schedule when an index is 

available. In the Auburn Library are census indexes, published records and reconstructed 
census data for the following states and years: 
Newton County, Arkansas, Census Index 1850-1900, by V.L. Dean [BOX 976.71 
Index to the 1850 Census of the State of California, by A.P. Bowman [Call #R 929.3 B Geneal] 
1800 Census of Delaware, by G. Maddux [Call #R 317.51 M Geneal] 
Census of the Territory of Kansas, February 1855, With Index, W.C. Heiss [2 copies, Call #R 

929.3781 H Geneal and BOX 978.11 
"First Census" of Kentucky, 1790, by C.B. Heinemann [Call #R 929.3769 H Geneal] 
"Second Census" of Kentucky, 1800, by G.G. Clift [Call #R 929.3 C Geneal] 
1890 Louisiana Census Index of Civil War Veterans and Widows, by B.L. Dilts [in the 

microfiche drawer] 
1776 Census of Maryland, by B.S. Carothers [Call #R 929.3752 C Geneal] 
1830 Census: Territory of Michigan, by E.T. Harlan [Call 4R 929.3 U Geneal] 
Index to the 1840 Federal Population Census of Michigan, by E.A. McGlynn [Call #R 929.3774 

M Geneal] 
Index to the Fifth Census of the United States, 1830, Missouri, by C.H. Glazner [Call #R 

317.78 G Geneal] 
New York in 1800: Index to Federal Census Schedules, by P. McMullin [Call #R 929.3 M Geneall 
Index to the 1820 Census of Virginia, by J.R. Feildin [Call #R 929.3755 F Geneal] 

CENSUS INDEXES ON MICROFICHE 
At the Auburn Family History Center (FHC) is the Accelerated Indexing System (AIS) Index 

on microfiche. The AIS indexes the federal census schedules for the years 1790 through 1850 
on a nation-wide basis. Remember that even though all members of the household are named on 
the 1850 census, only the heads of household are indexed on the AIS. 

Most of you are probably familiar with the AIS, but are you remembering to use Search 8? 
a  This segment of the AIS is an index to all names listed on the U.S. mortality schedules for 

the years 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880. Mortality schedules were taken with the census and list 
all persons who died in the twelve months preceding the census date. 

The FHC has other indexes and published schedules on microfiche, too. In the front of the 
Census Registers (which are mentioned again later in this column), are lists of the indexes 
available at the FHC. A number of schedules have been indexed on a county basis for the years 
1850 through 1880, especially in the mid-western states. 
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CENSUS INDEXES ON CD-ROM 
The latest thing in census research is computerized indexing. Indexes to the 1860 federal 

census for the following states are on CD-ROM at the FHC: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and West 
Virginia. The years 1870 and 1880 are also covered for Texas, as is the Texas 1890 mortality 
schedules. As with the AIS, these indexes include only the names of the heads of household. 

CENSUS SCHEDULES ON MICROFILM 
All of the federal census schedules for the years 1790 through 1920, as well as the 

soundex and miracode indexes for the 1880 through 1920 censuses, are available on loan 
through both the Auburn Library and the FHC. 

The Auburn Library borrows these films from Sutro Library in San Francisco, except for the 
California films which come from the California Research Room of the State Library in 
Sacramento. To order a film, look up the microfilm series number and roll number in the 
National Archives census catalogs located in the pamphlet boxes on the bookshelf [BOX 
016.973], or you can also find this information on the Sutro Library Shelf List [in the 
microfiche cabinet]. Ask the Reference Librarian for an inter-library loan form, fill out the 
form using the microfilm series and roll numbers as the call number, and return it to the 
librarian. The inter-library loan fee is $3 per roll. 

The FHC, of course, borrows census films from the Family History Library in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Census Registers are located on the frequent reference bookshelf. The registers 
are the quickest and easiest place to look up census microfilm numbers used by the Family 
History Library. Pick up a microfilm order form from the librarians?  counter, fill it out 
including the microfilm number, and return it to one of the librarians. The loan fee ranges 
from $2.75 to $6 per roll, depending on the length of the loan period. 

Pay attention to those census registers!! If an item is highlighted, that means the FHC has 
that roll of census film available right there on the premises. You won't have to order it. 

Microfilms for the federal census schedules, 1860 through 1920, for Placer county, and the 
1850 federal census and 1852 California state census for our entire state, are available in 
house at both the Auburn Library [in the microfilm cabinet] and the FHC. Note however, that 
for the 1852 state census, the Auburn Library has a typescript copy of the schedules, "' 
compiled by the Daughters of the American Revolution, and the FHC has microfilms of the 
original schedules. The typescript is much easier to read and includes indexes, but your 
research should always follow through to the original records. 

CENSUS MAPS 
Two atlases are especially helpful in doing census research. The first is Thorndale and 

Dollarhide's Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses. 1790-1920, available at both the Auburn 
Library [Call #R 911.73 T Geneal] and the FHC [on the frequent reference shelf] . This atlas 
shows the historical county boundaries for each state in each federal census year. The second 
atlas is the Township Atlas of the United States, by Andriot and Associates. The Township 
Atlas shows the locations of the named civil townships within each county. It is available 
in the Auburn Library [Call #R 912.73 A Geneal] . The FHC has an older edition of the Township 
Atlas, but be aware that the newer edition at the Auburn Library contains several states that 
are not in the book at the FHC. 

CENSUS FORMS 
Finally, perhaps the most practical piece of advice you will ever receive in regards to 

census research is to use census extraction forms and check lists. Extraction forms are 
available for each federal census year. They are "note taking" charts, showing the census 
schedule headings, and will greatly facilitate your census research. I recommend that you use 
census check lists, too, so that you don't neglect to look up a family member on one of the 
censuses. Samples of both types of forms may be photocopied from the Forms Binder on the 
genealogy worktable in the Auburn Library. Extraction forms may be purchased in quantity from 
several genealogy vendors [check the Catalogs Box on the worktable] or may be purchased 
individually at the FHC. 

A bit of genealogy humor goes, "Genealogists never die, they just lose their census." This 
doesn't sound like a very good thing to have happen. Much better that you FIND your census. 

ANSWER TO rat, TEASER: The state of Georgia is missing from the Heads of Families series. The 
Georgia census schedules have been lost for the years 1790, 1800 and 1810. 
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MORE RECORDS TO BE DESTROYED?? The Federation of Genealogical Societies has been actively 
working towards a reexamination of the retention schedules for the Railroad Retirement 
Board Pension Papers held by the National Archives. Dr. Trudy Peterson. Acting Archivist 
of the United States. discussed this issue at a meeting last October in Richmond. 	The 
Feaeration President Curt B. Witcher reports that this productive meeting had the 
following results: 
1. It was announced that a stop order had been placed on the further destruction of 
Railroad Retirement Board Pension Papers. 
2. The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) will undertake a new review of 
these RR Board Pension Papers to determine an appropriate retention schedule. The stop 
order will remain in effect during this review. 
3. NARA will consider expanding this review to include other federal records which may 
have significant amounts of personal. identifying data. 
4. NARA will seek expanded opportunities for soliciting input from the genealogical 
community during the formulation process for new federal records retention schedules. 

The Federation was notified that Dr. Peterson had appointed a Task Force on Personal 
Data Records within NARA whose charge is to review RR Board files as well as other federal 
records groups containing significant amounts of personal. identifying data. This Task 
Force will review an aggregate volume of approximately four million cubic feet of records  
- roughly ten billion pieces of paper! And that's only the beginning. 

Consider the magnitude of the task faced by the Archives: collecting, evaluating, and 
preserving mountains of documents relating to our past - both governmental and civilian. 
We. as researchers, want to insure that the records we need are retained permanently for 
our research and the benefit of researchers to come. But. the fact remains that retaining 
those records permanently requires space to house them. environmental control to protect 
them, and staff to maintain them - all of which mean more money, at a time when budgets 
are shrinking, not expanding. 

There has never been a better time to show the Archives that the genealogical 
community appreciates their willingness to reexamine retention schedules, and that we 
appreciate the additional costs the results of such an examination will incur. 	Every 
genealogist should take a few minutes to donate at least $1.00 to the GCC-NARA Gift Fund. 
This Gift Fund supports the microfilming and dissemination of records useful for 
genealogical research. 	Collectively, we can support the National Archives as they 
struggle to preserve our records. 	Send donations to GCC-NARA Gift Fund. Federation of 
Genealogical Societies, P0 Box 3385. Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385. 
(Genealogical Helper Mar/Apr 95) 

Railroaders got into a rate war in the 188013 and the price of a ticket from Kansas City 
to Los Angeles dropped to $1.00. It's an historical fact that a lot of people wound up in 
Los Angeles merely because it was a cheap ride! 

Cut on dotted line. Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 7385. Auburn. CA 95604. 

1996 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP  

NAME: 	First 	 Middle 	 Last 

ADDRESS: 

- TELEPHONE: 
1996 SINGLE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL / / 	NEW MEMBERSHIP / /. . . .$ 7.50 
1996 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL / / 	NEW MEMBERSHIP / /. . . .$10.00 

Additional contribution to the Book Fund 	 $_____ 
THANK YOU 
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The LDS Family History Department has begun a project to computerize passenger 

arrival records of all ports of the United States. The initial effort will be the Port of 
New York (Ellis Island) starting in 1924 and working back in time. 	This strategy was 
chosen, according Jayare Roberts of FHD. because these records are typed. allowing the 
ata entry persons to become familiar with foreign surnames and towns and the style of the 
information provided. 	Information will be extracted about all aliens, U.S. citizens- 
(returning home from travel abroad). crew members and stowaways. 	Only genealogically 
relevant information, such as name. age, sex, marital status, nationality and race. place 

of last residence, and some details on relatives, will be captured about each person. 
This is being done for economic reasons ana to speed up completion of the project. 
Roberts expects to have as many as 4.000 volunteers on the project and he predicts a work 
force of this size could complete the years 1897-1924 records in two to three years. (Gary 
Mokotoff, FORUM production editor. FGS Forum Vol 6, No. 4) 

TAKE OFF YOUR SOCKS!  Joyce Haskell. CDUSA South Pacific. writes to the Family Tree that 
her daughter went to the podiatrist who looked at the daughter's feet and said. 'I can 
tell your nationality by the shape of your foot. You are Scottish. mostly Highland Scot. 
Now, given that the daughter is fair skinned, with deep blue eyes and black hair, her 
Celtic background would be a good guess even if the doctor did not know her or about her 
heritage. 

Haskell says she scoffed at the doctors comment until she read another article that 
said if your toe next to your big toe is longer than your big toe. you are of Highland 
ancestrY. It is also said that this is a sign of bossiness. The tendency to go barefoot 
is said to be a Scottish trait, although it is seldom seen in Scotland today. 	Haskell 
wants to take a poll and see how many of us have this trait. Write Joyce Haskell, FSA 
Scot, 2162 Montgomery Rd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360. (The Family Tree Feb/Mar 95) 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND A MERRY, MERRY CHRISTMAS 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. B( 7385 	AUBURN, CA 95604 BULK RATE 
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