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January 25, 1996 Evening Meeting 
7:00 pm, Thursday 

Beecher Room 
Auburn-Placer County Library 

350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Yes Indeed ! American County Land Records 
By Barbara Leak 

Up until the end of the 19th Century, nearly all adult American males owned 
land and their names are recorded in the land records. Because of this, land 
records are one of our most important resources for early American 

..research. In this program, Barbara will answer the questions "Where are the 
cords?', "What information do they contain?" and "How do I search 

them?" And in case you're not convinced of their value, she will also present 
actual case studies where land records were the key to unlocking some 
genealogical problems. 

Featured Speaker 
Barbara Leak 
A fifth-generation resident of Placer County, began searching for her "pre-
California" ancestors ten years ago. She has been on the staff of the Auburn 
Family History Center since 1988. She currently serves as librarian of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society and is Editor of the Council News  
Coordinator for the Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento Valley. 
Barbara has taught study group and seminar classes at genealogical society 
meetings throughout the greater Sacramento area. She specializes in 
Photography in Genealogy; Military Records and Land Records 

Raffle Prize: Tracing Your Ancestors In the Public Record Office. Those 
with British connections will find this book a practical guide to the wealth of 
historical documents held by the Public Record Office. 

Study Group 
Tuesday, February 6, 1996 	10:00 am to 12 noon 
Beecher Room .... Auburn-Placer County Library 

Techniques That Work 

Placer County Genealogical Society 
Celebrates Its Fifteenth Anniversary! 

By Ann Chandler 
In 1979 Elaine Macy conducted weekly 
classes on genealogy for a few friends 
and members of the Auburn-Placer 
County Library staff. On Thursday, 
January 24, 1980 the first formal meeting 
was held for the purpose of organizing 
the Society which was originally known 
as the "Historical and Genealogical 
Society." Because of the acronym 
formed by this title, "HAGS." the first 
newsletter was know as the 
"Broomstick." The first officers of the 
Society were: Elaine Macy, President: 
Sally Campos, Vice President: Jean 
Moore, Secretary: and Jimmy Lee Blair, 
Treasurer. Among those attending this 
first meeting who are still members of the 
1996 PCGS are: Jimmy Lee Blair, June 
Gill, Aubrey Johnston, Virginia 
Przepiorski and Ella-Louise Whaley. 

A couple of years later it was decided to 
drop "Historical" from the name of the 
Society and change the name to Placer 
County Genealogical Society. About the 
same time the name of the newsletter was 
changed to "Placer Trails." Since its 
inception, the Society has steadily grown 
from the original ten members to its 
present 265 membership. A special 
thanks should be given to the Past 
Presidents for their efforts in building 
this society: Elaine Macy (deceased) 
1980: Jimmy Lee Blair, Sally Campos 
and Ella-Louise Whaley, (a committee of 
three who shared the duties of president) 
1981: Dorothy Thomsson 1982: Shelly 
Fletcher 1983 and 1984: Sally Campos 
(deceased) 1985: Nancy Kleven 1986: 
Linda Nelson 1987: Annabelle Chandler 
1988 and 1990: Barbara Leak 1989 and 
1991: Missy Wilson 1992: Marilyn 
Larson 1993: Pamela Gissy 1994: and 
Pamela Dallas 1995. And a vet-v special 
welcome to the 1996 President. June 
Sch latzer. 
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Congratulations to our New Officers for 1996 
President, June Schlager: Vice President, Pam Dallas; 
Secretary, Louise Pilger; Treasurer, Marilyn Larson; 
Registrar, Melinda Herzog-Landrith; Board Directors, Barbara 
Leak and Pam Gissy. 

Thank you to the 1996 Volunteer Chairpersons 
Research, Aubrey Johnston; Sales, Beverly and Leonard 
Russell; New-Member Mailings, Frances Wilson; Library, 
Barbara Leak; Historian, Jean Shenk; Hospitality, Mary Ann 
Unruh; Publicity and Newsletter Editor, Pam Gissy. 

Bakers and Goodie Makers 
Please sign up with our new Hospitality Chairperson, Mary 
Ann Unruh to bring a snack for one of the Evening Meetings. 

January 9 and. February 13, 1996 
enea1ogica1 3. Historical Radio Program KAHI 950 AM 

Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith (PCGS members) 
will be on the radio every second Tuesday of the month from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.. Call in with a genealogy question at 
885-3565 or 1-800-400-3565. 

January 13, 1996 Council Annual Meeting 
Saturday, 10:00 AM the Annual Meeting of the Genealogical 
and Historical Council of Sacramento Valley will be held at 
the Sacramento LDS Multi-Regional Family History Center, 
2745 Eastern Avenue, Sacramento, for the purpose of reading 
the annual reports of the executive Board and the election of 
officers for the 1996/1997 term. 

January 24, 1996G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all-thy trips to Sutro Library and National Archives cost 
S20 and you provide a sack lunch. Checks must be received 
one week prior to the trip. Make payable to G.A.S. and mail 
to Rosa Shepherd, 7074 Lazy River Way, Sacramento, CA 
95831. For further information and location of the five bus 
pickup(s) call Rosa at 421-0203 or Louise Medich at 457-
5663. 

January 30, 1996 (register by January 26th) 
BEGINNING GENEALOGY 
Instructor: Melinda Herzog Landrith 
Placer School for Adults 885-8585 	$50.00 

February 28, 1996G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
See January 24, above. 

March 8-9, 1996 Family History Fair 
The California Genealogical Society's Annual Fair. Plan now 
to be in San Francisco on this Friday and Saturday! 

Tips for 0rg 	 i'iing One's Time in Libraries 
.4 bstracted from genealo.0 discussion on the Internet 

Margaret M. Sharon 
One good idea is to prepare in advance a list of the particular 

information you're searching for (ranked in order of 
importance), just to keep yourself from going off on tangents. 
When you first get there, take some time just to size things up 
and note the most likely sources without actually delving into 
them. 

More practical tips from my experience: you can save time by 
photocopying the title pages of books instead of scribbling 
down the information; come prepared with strips of paper to 
mark pages to photocopy; also bring a stapler or paper clips, 
rolls of coins, and post-it notes. When you feel overwhelmed, 
take a short break: walk outside, do a few neck stretches, 
drink water, etc. 

Brian Randell 
I have found that the use of one of the modern small 
self-focussing autoflash 35mm cameras that will allow you to 
take a photo of an area the size of an A4 sheet of paper can be 
very effective, as well as cheap and convenient, especially if 
you wish to copy material that cannot be photocopied because 
of its size or fragility, such as old newspapers or archive 
documents. The results, even from old handwritten 
documents or newspapers that have a small type size, can be 
quite readable even on ordinary size prints. And one can 
always use a magnifying glass, or get enlargements made if 
necessary. Use black and white film, and make sure to 
ask permission beforehand, in particular to use a flash 
camera--and try to do your photography somewhere where 
other users will not be annoyed by it. 

Sarah Cano 
I'm sure that most of us are already considerate users, but if 

we articulate some things, it will remind us of points we 
should make when we train others in the hobby. 

1. Endeavor to learn your way around the library. Take 15 
minutes to walk around and see what's there. In a huge 
university library, limit this gander to the floor with the card 
catalogs. Go ahead and sit down at the computer--they are 
self-explanatory. 

2. Offer to make a contribution to the library as a token of 
gratitude for services. 

3. Smile a lot and show appreciation for the librarian's efforts. 
use phrases like, "I'm so sorry to trouble you," and "I really 
appreciate this," and "Can you show me where to look and I'll 
look it up?" 

4. If possible, call ahead and find out if the library has 
traditionally busy days and try to go on a less busy day. 

5. Don't hog the microfilm reader. Don't keep getting up to 
look at other stuff and leave your things at the reader for half 
an hour with the light on. Be considerate of others. 

6. Don't feel it necessary to recite your entire family tree to 
the librarian. 
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Happy New Year! 

In November 1 spoke with former PCGS Librarian Dorothy Thomsson who now lives in Suisun City. 
Dorothy sends greetings to all of her genealogy friends here in Placer County. She is doing splendidly and 
enjoys living near her family. 

From all of us, greetings back to you. Dorothy. We miss you. 

For those of you who are "on-line", here is a little follow up to October's "Off The Shelf" column. One of the computer programs 

mentioned was a metes & bounds mapping program called Black Oak Mapper. Black Oak Mapper Version 6.0 is the full featured 
commercial version referred to in that article. However, according to an article in the September/October 1995 issue of the NGS/CIG 
Digest (Huh? National genealogicalSociety/-Computer Interest Group Digest) Mapper Version 5.1 is available as freeware on the 

NGS BBS (703-528-2612) and many other BBSs (Huh? Computer bulletin board sj'stems). You may want to down load and in,  it out. 

At the Auburn Library - New on the bookshelf is: 
THE APPOMATTOX PAROLES, APRIL 9-15,1865, by William G. Nine and Ronald G. Wilson (3rd ed., Lynchburg, VA: H.E. 
Howard, Inc, 1989). This is truly a little gem of a book. It lists the names and military units of all known Confederate soldiers who 
surrendered with Gen. Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Courthouse at the end of the Civil War. Confederate troops present at the 
surrender were from the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia, totaling more than 28,000 officers and enlisted men. Thank you to Missy Wilson who 
purchased this book on the 50-50 Plan. (Call #R 929.3755 Nine Geneal) 

At the Auburn Family History Center - There's been a change in the computer set up at the Auburn Family History Center. All of 
the "non-FamilySearch" CDS (i.e. census indexes, telephone directories and land record indexes) are now set to be used on a new 
computer. So, there are now two computers set up exclusively for using the FamilvSearch programs (Ancestral File, International 

,QeneaIogical Index, Social Security Death Index, Military Index, Family History Library Catalog, Temple Ready, and Personal 
icestral File). And there is a third computer set up for using everything else. 

WHAT'S GOING ON WITH CALIFORNIA'S VITAL RECORDS? 
At our November PCGS meeting, a comment was made about a bill going through the state legislature that could close 
vital records in California. This is not the first time such a comment has been made and, although we have given reports 
from time to time at our meetings, it is apparent that we need to clarify the situation with a report here in the newsletter 
where it will reach all of our members. 

In May of 1994, genealogy societies throughout the state suddenly became aware that Assembly Bill (AB) 3170, authored 
by Assemblywoman Grace Napolitano (58th District), was making its way through the Assembly. This bill was presented 
as "one of the ways to stop fraudulent use of 'breeder records' for such things as welfare fraud." If passed, it would have 
virtually closed California death, marriage and divorce records and their indexes for 50 years and birth records and 
indexes for 75 years. The bill was brought up for an Assembly vote on June 2, 1994. It was defeated, but the author was 
granted reconsideration. It was later brought up for a vote again, and again was voted down. Assemblywoman Napolitano 
decided to reintroduce the bill the following session. 

As a result of this 'scare", both the Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento Valley and the California State 
Genealogical Alliance took action to monitor California vital records legislation. Iris Carter Jones, of Sacramento, was 
appointed to head up this effort. Iris, a past president and long-time member of the Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento, organized a legislative watch committee and set up a communication network of genealogical societies and 
other interested groups throughout the state. More to the point, Iris also met with Assemblywoman Napolitano to express 
the opposition and concerns of genealogists to A63170. 

a 
.rly in 1995, Assemblywoman Napolitano introduced new vital records legislation, numbered AB161. This bill is 

significantly different from what we saw the year before. Iris monitored the bill's progress all year and worked with 
Napolitano's office to find a means of keeping the records open to researchers. The most significant amendment made to 
the bill was a provision for allowing the purchase of vital certificates stamped "NOT VALID FOR ID." This bill still places 
restrictions on obtaining official, certified copies of vital records, but it also gives researchers open access to the 
records and indexes  and the right to purchase certificates stamped "NOT VALID FOR ID.". 
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In the fall of 1995, AB161 had passed both the Assembly and the State Senate and was ready to go to the governor's 
desk. However, there was some Republican opposition to the bill in regard to certificate fees. (There is currently a $1 
surcharge on vital certificates set to expire in 1997. AB161 would extend the surcharge to finance some new certificate 
security features required by the bill.) So, the bill was placed on the "inactive file' and held over to 1996. Now we sit and 
wait to see what the new year brings for this bill. 
Why don't we let this bill die? To quote Ins, "That sounds good, but given the propensity of the government to close 
records for security reasons, the need to fight to keep vital records open to the public goes on. In this case, we have an 
author who has and will continue to work with us. She wants these records secure, but seems to have no opposition to 
legitimate public use of the records." 

On another issue closer to home, we have received some reports of researchers being denied access to vital records at 
the Placer County Recorder's Office. Please be assured that both Iris Jones and your PCGS Board of Directors are aware 
of the situation and are looking into it. Current policy at our recorder's office is to permit supervised inspection of marriage 
and death records between 3:00 and 5:00 pm. An appointment is recommended. Birth records and their indexes are 
closed to inspection, but certified birth certificates may be purchased. 

If you have had trouble obtaining vital records from any California recorder's office, please contact Iris Carter Jones, 7677 
Abaline Way, Sacramento, CA 95823-4224, (916) 428-2245. We must know about the problem to improve the situation. 

Reports on AB161 and other California legislation affecting genealogical records are published regularly in the Council 
News Coordinator, the bimonthly newsletter of the Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento Valley. The Council 
News Coordinator is available in the "Periodicals Box" on the genealogy worktable in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

[The above report was submitted by PCGS Board member Barbara Leak. Barbara is also a member of the Executive 
Board of the Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento Valley.] 

Obituary with Style 

Courier Free Press 
Redding, Shasta Co., CA Friday Oct 28, 1910 	front page 

KENNEU LADY IS LAID TO REST 

All that was mortal of Mrs George B. Read, wife of a well known smelter man of Kennett who died on Wednesday last at the canyon 
smelter town, was peacefully laid away in the Redding cemetery on Friday afternoon, from the Redding Undertaking parlors. 

The body of the young wife was brought down in the morning and was accompanied by the sorrowing husband and other relatives 
and friends of the deceased who had known her throughout her brief life. 

Mrs Read was a daughter of Mrs. J. Crutchfield of the Buckeye section and she, with her husband was one of the pioneer residents of 
Keswick later moving to Kennett, where she became known for her sweet disposition and womanly attributes. 

A year or so ago the departed lady was taken by her husband to Arizona in an effort to stay the ravages of consumption but without 
material avail. 

Editor wanted to share this thoughtfully written obituary. 

MURPHY'S LAWS OF GENEALOGY SAYS THAT THE MORE EXCITU'TG THE FIND, 
THE NEARER IT IS TO CLOSING TIME! 



Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada St, Auburn, CA 95603 

Circulation 8894111 	 Reference 8894115 
Monday, Thursday 	  10:00 - 6:00 
Tuesday, Wednesday 	  10:00 - 8:00 
Friday, Saturday 	  10:00 - 5:00 

Family History Center 

1255 Bell Rd, Auburn, CA 
823-6505 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday . 10:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Friday 	  10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of 
Placer County Genealogical Society 
P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

FICS 3. DIRECTORS 
President 
Vice President 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Registrar 

Librarian 

Editor 

June Schlager 	  784-6582 
Pam Dallas 	  791-7425 
Louise Pilger 	  823-1581 
Marilyn Larson 	 268-1091 

Melinda Herzog-Landrith 
	

823-2160 
Barbara Leak 	

 
652-7554 

Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAPERSONS 
New-Member 
Mailing 
	

Frances Wilson 	 888-0224 

Research 
	

Aubrey Johnston 	 823-2048 
Historian 
	

Jean Shenk 	  823-7370 
Sales 
	

Beverly & Leonard Russell 887-8941 
Hospitality 
	

Mary Ann Unruh 	 652-0963 

Membership in the Society is $7.50 for individuals and $10.00 
for families per year. 

Publications 
Tracing Your Family Tree - How to Begin 	 $5.00 
Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the Auburn-Placer 

ounty Library 	  $4.00 
.acer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory $3.00 

Note From The Editor 
Ann Chandler, Past Editor, put together a Placer Trails Editor 

Guidebook for me, full of suggestions garnered from many 
years experience as editor. Thank you, Ann! She assured me 
that the members are happy to pass on articles and news items 
for our newsletter. Thank you, members! Let's continue to 
keep our newsletter's contents of high quality. 

DUES ARE DUE! 
Time to renew your membership. The dues are $7.50 for a 
single membership; $10.00 for a family membership. Dues 
are based on the calendar year, January 1 through December 
31. A renewal form is included below. Your timely payment 
is appreciated. 

WELCOME 
We cordially greet the following new members and wish them 
every success in all their genealogical efforts. 

#462 	James & Mattie McAlister 	  878-0714 

2700 Campbell Dr., Auburn, CA 95602 

#463 	George S. Nolte 	  663-1548 

9785 Powerhouse Rd., Newcastle, CA 95658 

9464 	Joan Phyllis Pineau 	  878-0480 
15665 McElroy Rd., Meadow Vista, CA 95722 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 
	

FIRST 	 MIDDLE 
	

LAST 
	

(MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

   

$ 7.50 Individual Membership 
$10.00 Family Membership 
Book Fund Contribution 

• Tracing Your Fam i/v Tree 	How to Begin 
'Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the 
Auburn-Placer County Library 
• Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory 

*sales  tax included 
Postage & Handling on Books: $1.25 first book plus $25 each additional book 

*$500 

    

   

'S4.00 

     

*S300 

S 	TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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A copy of the following was found in our PCGS Historians Books. Apparently, it was used at our first seminar, held 23 February 
1980, and is submitted here for your interest. Barbara Leak 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF HERMAN OBERWEISS, OFFERED FOR PROBATE, AT THE JUNE TERM, 1934, OF 
ANDERSON COUNTY, TEXAS 

(this is an actual copy of the will filed and probated) 

I am wrrin of my will mineself that dam lawyir want he shuld have much money. he ask to many answers about the family. 
first thing i want i dont want my brother oscar to get a damn thing i got. he is burner. he done me out of fortie dollars foreteen years 
since. 

i want it that hulda my sister she gets the north sixtie akers of at where I am homing it now. i bet she dont get that loafter 
husband of heres to brake twentie akers next plowing. (he gonoph work) she cant have it if she lets oscar live on it. i should have it 
back if she does. 

tell moma that six hundret dollars she been looking for for ten years is berried from the backhouse behind about ten feet 
down, she better let little Frederick do the digging and cout it when it homes up. 

Paster lucknitz can have three hundret dollars if he kisses the book he dont preach no more dumhead taks about politiks. he 
should a roof put on the meetinghouse with and the elders should the bills look at. 

moma should the rest get but i want it that adolph should tell her what not she should do so no more slick irishers selll her 
vakum cleaners, they noise like hell and boom dont cost so much. 

i want it that mine brother adolph be my exeter and i want it that the judge should please make adloph plenty bond put up 
and watch him like hell. adolph is a good business man but only a dumph would trust him with a busted pfenning. 

i want dam sure that schliemiel oscar done get nothing. tell adolph he can have a hundret dollars if he prove judge oscar 
done get nothing. that damn sure fix Oscar. 

HERMAN OBERWEISS 
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