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April 25, 1996 Evening Meeting 
7:00 pm, Thursday 

Burback Hall 
AUBURN MULTIPURPOSE SENIOR CENTER 

11577 EAvenue 
DeWitt Center off Bell Road 

WRITING YOUR LIFE STORY 

- Speaker: Ken Harris 

Ever since Ken became a grandfather, he has been 
obsessed with genealogy and family history-- to the 
point where he is not invited anywhere. He has taught 
in California, Guam and Spain and currently teaches 
Junior High Language Arts and History at Grizzly Hill 
School on the San Juan Ridge. Ken has worked as an 
editor and has written over sixty magazine articles plus 
four tour guides of Spain. He has been seen in many 
local theater productions and annually writes, directs 
and acts in a mystery night to benefit local charities. He 
is currently writing family histories and his own life's 
story for the benefit of his granddaughters. 

Study Group 
Tuesday, May 7, 1996 	10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room .... Auburn-Placer County Library 

Cemeteries 

Different Location 
Different Location 
Different Location 
Different Location 

Due to the library's recarpeting plans we will be 
meeting at the Auburn Multipurpose Senior 
Center, located in DeWitt Center. See the map 
on page 6. 

Different Location 
Different Location 
Different Location 
Different Location 

Thank You 
Eloyce Rogers and Marguerite McCurry 

Our March speaker canceled leaving us without a 
program for the evening meeting. Eloyce and 
Marguerite graciously agreed to fill in, sharing their 
expertise and anecdotes on using the U.S. Federal 
Census. They presented a helpful and humorous 
program, showing us how to interpret the census by 
both what is there and what isn't. 

If April Showers bring May Flowers, What 
do May Flowers bring? 	 PILGRIMS!! 
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Internet Web Site 
Placer County Genealogical Society has a presence on 
the Internet. You may access the site at: 
http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  

Sites recommended by Marilyn Larson 
Globalink Translation Service-Spanish, German, French, 
Italian 	  http://www.globalink.com/xlate.html  
CA Genealogical sites 
	 http://genealogy.org/paffwww/gwsc/gwscusca/html  
New Eng. Hist Geneal Soc 	 http://www.nehgs.org  
Phone Numbers 	 http://www.switchboard.com  

April 9 and May 14, 1996 KAHI 950 AM 
Genealogical S. Historical Radio Program 
Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith (PCGS members) 
will be on the radio every second Tuesday of the month from 
9:00 am to 10:00 am. Call in with a genealogy question at 
885-3565 or 1-800-400-3565. 

Grass Roots Genealogical Group 
Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior Citizens Bldg. 
of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. The Grass 
Roots Genealogical Group meets every Wednesday. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

April 1996 NO G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 

April 20, 1996 Root Cellar Seminar with Dr. George 
Schweitzer. 
Saturday, 8:30 am until 4:00 pm 
Citrus Heights Elementary School in Sacramento. 
Fee 	 Advance 	 Door 
Root Cellar member 	$20.00 	 $22.00 
Non-member 	 $22.00 	 $24.00 
Look for flyers at PCGS meetings 

April 25, 1996 PCGS Evening Meeting 7:00 pm 

April 27, 1996 "German Genealogy: New Sources, 
New Directions" Henning Schroder 
Saturday, 9:00 am until 4:15 pm 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1615 Morse Avenue 
in Sacramento 
Fee 	 Advance 	 Door 
SGGS members 	$15.00 	 $20.00 
Non- members 	$20.00 	 $25.00 
Lookforflyers at PCGS meetings 

April 27 & 28, 1996 
Sacramento Valley Scottish Games and Gathering 
Roseville-Placer County Fairgrounds 
Save on the "Gate" price by ordering the tickets early. Send 
for a brochure to: P0 Box 162967, Sacramento, CA 95816 
Call for more information: 916 557-0764 

May 7, 1996, 10:00 am -12:00 PCGS Day Study 

May 11, 1996 Council Meeting 
Saturday, 10:00 am the Genealogical and Historical 
Council of Sacramento Valley will hold its meeting at the 
Sacramento LDS Multi-Regional Family History Center, 
2745 Eastern Avenue, Sacramento. 

May 21, 1996 Auburn PAP Users' Group 
Bi-monthly meetings on the 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 
Relief Society Room of the Auburn Stake Center, 1225 
Bell Road, Auburn. Learn to use the genealogy 
computer program "Personal Ancestral File"! 

May 22, 1996 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all-day trips to Sutro Library and National Archives 
cost $20 and you provide a sack lunch. Checks must be 
received one week prior to the trip. Make payable to 
G.A.S. and mail to Rosa Shepherd, 7074 Lazy River 
Way, Sacramento, CA 95831. For further information 
and location of the five bus pickup(s) call Rosa at 421-
0203 or Louise Medich at 457-5663. 

Calling All Cooks... 
Please sign up with Mary Ann Unruh to bring a snack 
for one of the Evening Meetings. 

June 1, 1996 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Tools To Build Your Family History 
The Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento 
Valley will host the Annual Meeting of the California 
State Genealogical Alliance. Speakers from throughout 
the state will share their expertise in a program 
immediately following. Scheduled speakers include 
Wendy Elliott, Karen Clifford, J. Carlyle Parker, Alton 
Sissell, Joyce Buckland, John Movious, Thatcher 
Johnson, Barbara Leak, Jolene Abrahams and LaRayne 
Green. Mark your calendars, more details later. 

Life isn't fair; for example, earnings are minus tax, 
but bills are plus tax. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
	

PCGS member Ann Chandler for purchasing this book 
Library iYews by Barbara 	on the 50-50 Plan. (Call #R 974.9 Ric Geneal) 
Leak 

AT THE AUBURN 
LIBRARY 
We recently received the 
1996 updates to the 
American Genealogical 
Lending Library (AGLL) 
Catalog. No new titles have 
been added, but many 
corrections have been made. 
This catalog is on microfiche 

in the top left-hand drawer of the fiche file cabinets. 
Remember, you can borrow microfilms and microfiche 
from AGLL through our Society's AGLL membership. 

For those of you have been reading the query section in 
AGLL's Genealogy Bulletin and wish to submit your 
own queries, you will need our AGLL membership 
number for the query submittal form. That number is 
614589. 

A new book on our shelves is GENERAL INDEX TO 
THE DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 

- COLONIAL HISTORY OF THE STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, First Series, in Ten Volumes, prepared by 
Frederick W. Ricord (1994 Rpt., Baltimore, MD: Gen. 
Pub. Co., 1888). Right off the bat, I want to clarify that 
this index is only one volume. The "ten volumes" 
mentioned in the title refers to what it indexes. A very 
frustrating thing about this book is that it has no 
introduction nor explanation of what it is or how to use 
it. In fact, I had to read a New Jersey research guide in 
order to learn enough about it to write this review. The 
cover title of this book is General Index to the New 
Jersey Archives. There are two series of publications 
dealing with early New Jersey records which, 
collectively, are commonly referred to by their spine 
title, New Jersey Archives. The first series, properly 
titled Documents Relating to the Colonial History of 
New Jersey, consists often volumes of transcribed 
colonial documents. This, our new library book, is the 
index to the ten volumes in that first series. The index 
contains references to about 7,500 individuals and to 
hundreds of special subjects. Citations given in the 
index refer you to a volume and page number in the New 
Jersey Archives series. The first ten volumes of the New 
Jersey Archives have been microfilmed and can be 
obtained on loan at the Auburn Family History Center 
(films #844833-844837). This index opens the door to a 
valuable resource in researching colonial New Jersey, it 
just takes a little research to learn to use it. Thank you to 

AT THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 
On the Auburn Family History Center's (FHC) frequent 
reference bookshelf is the most recent edition of the 
INTERNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK, 
by Thomas Jay Kemp (3rd ed.. Baltimore, MD: Gen. 
Pub. Co., 1994). This is a standard reference publication 
for genealogists. Part One of the VR Handbook contains 
current application forms, fees, addresses, and 
instructions for ordering birth, death and marriage 
certificates from each of the fifty U.S. states. Part Two 
provides information on obtaining vital records from all 
other countries—from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 
Application forms may be photocopied from the book. 

Need a wee bit of help finding your Scottish ancestors? 
A new CD-ROM titled Scottish Church Records has 
been added to the Family search computer at the FHC. 
Nearly 10 million names taken from christening and 
marriage records listed in the parish registers of the 
Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) are searchable. Burial 
records are not included. Entries date from the 1500s 
through 1854. (Scotland began civil registration of vital 
events in 1855.) It is estimated that 60% of the Scottish 
population is included in the parish records. 

Information on the CD-ROM duplicates the Scottish 
Old Parochial Records Index on microfiche which has 
been at the FHC for several years. The big difference 
between the two formats is that each county is indexed 
separately on the microfiche edition, but on the CD-
ROM edition you can search all of Scotland in one fell 
swoop. 

The procedure for searching the Scottish Church 
Records on CD is almost identical to searching the 
International Genealogical Index (IGI). You will feel 
right at home with it. 

Also new on the Family search computer is an updated 
edition of the Social Security Death Index (SSDI). It 
now contains deaths through December 1994. 

When the SSDI was first released, everyone asked, "But 
don't I need to know a person's social security number 
to use the index?" The answer was, "No, you search the 
index by name." But suppose for some reason you 
wanted to search by number. Could you? Not on the 
Family search computer, but you can on the FHC's 
Automated Archives computer where another version of 
the SSDI is now available. 
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The information in the Automated Archives CD-ROM 
database is the same as what you find on Family search, 
but the retrieval software is different. The data retrieval 
system with the Automated Archives CDS allows you to 
search on any data field. This means you can search the 
SSDI by name, social security number, date of birth, or 
any combination of the various items of information 
given in the SSDI. 

Let's put this to practical use. My grandmother's parents 
named her "Anna Katharine", but for much of her adult 
life she used the name "Kate Ann". How many 
variations of her name will I have to search before I find 
her listed in the SSDI? The answer could be "none". If! 
know her social security number (obtained from her 
death certificate), I could search by that number alone. 
If I know her birth date, I could search on a combination 
of that date and her last name. 

I recommend that you use the Family Search version of 
the SSDI first as it is a more updated database and is 
generally easier to use. But if you are having trouble 
finding someone, the Automated Archives version of the 
SSDI will give you more search options and flexibility. 

Incidentally, my grandmother is listed on the index as 
"Kate" and there are reasons why you should search the 
SSDI even if you already have someone's death 
certificate. 

California Mortality Schedules 
1850 1860 1870 1880 

Soft cover $23.00 plus $1.78 CA sales tax-plus $4.00 
shipping and handling. Hard cover $33.00 plus $2.56 
CA sales tax-plus $4.00 shipping and handling. Order 
from ROOT CELLAR, Sacramento Genealogical 
Society, P0 Box 265, Citrus Heights, CA 95611-0265 

ffistor7 of Alameda Cow2t.7, CaIJforrLia 
Published 1883 by M.W. Wood, Reprinted 1969 by 
Holmes Book Co. 1001 pages, Hardcover, Cost $39.95 
plus CA sales tax $2.89 and $4.50 shipping and 
handling. 

& 

Index To the great Register of Solano Czty, 
California  11690 

Cost $12.00 plus Ca sales tax $.87 and $2.50 shipping 
and handling. Order from Solano County 
Genealogical Society, Inc., 
P0 Box 2494, Fairfield, CA 94533 

Placer Herald 11 Sep 1869: 
A Romantic Roadside Incident 

submitted by Louise Pilger 

Saturday morning two young men, who had not 
recovered from the excitement of the civic holiday, 
concluded to finish up the week on the bay, and arming 
themselves with a flask of "provisions", and other 
piscatorial appurtenances, proceeded eastward by the 
railroad track. On arriving at a point about two miles 
east of the city limits one of them noticed a person lying 
near the track, with a small carpet bag carelessly thrown 
nearby. Supposing that the man had been stunned or 
injured by a passing train, they endeavored to revive 
him. The flask was tried upon the lips of the prostrate 
man, and one of them undertook to open his vest, when 
he was astonished to notice a bosom that was a little 
more mountainous than usually found with people 
dressing in male attire. 

In the meantime the contents of the flask had produced 
the desired effect, and when the young woman (for so 
she turned out to be) found that her sex was discovered, 
she was constrained to make a clean breast of her 
situation. She had learned telegraphy in the State of 
New York, and finding it difficult on account of her sex 
to procure employment in the capacity of an operator, 
had adopted male attire, with a determination of making 
her way to the West, where she expected to get a 
situation. 

Her funds however were depleted when she reached the 
Suspension bridge, and while walking toward Hamilton, 
she had become exhausted with fatigue and hunger at 
the point where she was noticed. 

The amateur fishermen apologized for the rude blunder 
they had made, and pressed her to accept what little 
money they had about them, for which she was very 
grateful. She then requested their names; and after 
stating that she would return the little donation as soon 
as able, bade them an affectionate farewell.--Toronto 
Globe. 

Is this possible today? 
In July 1994, a legal destruction of county records took 
place in Dallas County, Texas. In all, 12,000 boxes of 
records, including divorce and marriage annulment files 
covering the period 1921-1978, are now lost to 
researchers. In response members of the Dallas 
Genealogical Society formed a Records Preservation 
Committee which, on March 21, won passage of a 
policy that no records will be destroyed without first 
offering them to the Dallas Public Library. 
With thanks to the Dallas Genealogical Society Newsletter 
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

.. OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	June Schlager 	 784-6582 
Vice President 	Pam Dallas 	  791-7425 
R Secretary 	Louise Pilger 	 823-1581 
C Secretary 	Patricia Rowell 	 432-2167 
Treasurer 	Marilyn Larson 	 268-1091 
Registrar 	Melinda Herzog-Landrith 823-2160 
Librarian 	Barbara Leak 	 652-7554 
Editor 	Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAIRPERSONS 
New-Member 
Mailing 	Frances Wilson 	 888-0224 
Historian 	Jean Shenk 	  823-7370 
Sales 	 Beverly & Leonard Russell 887-8941 
Hospitality 	Mary Ann Unruh 	 652-0963 

Patricia Rowell has been appointed by June Schlager 
and approved by the PCGS Board to fill the position of 
Corresponding Secretary. We appreciate Pat adding us 
to her busy schedule. 

Aubrey Raymond Johnston, 82, died March 11, 
1996, in Auburn. He was born April 3, 1913 in 
San Francisco. 
A longtime resident of Placer County and third 
generation Californian, his ancestors settled in 
Placer County in 1852. 
Mr. Johnston was a veteran of World War II and 
was a state employee for 32 years where he 
purchased extensive land for preservation and 
recreation purposes. Upon retiring, Mr. 
Johnston, worked for Save The Redwoods 
League. 
Aubrey was a Charter Member and Research 
Chairman of the Placer County Genealogical 
Society and will be greatly missed. Our 
condolences to his wife and family. 

"Bee" Family 
Steve Wiegand, columnist for the Sacramento Bee, 
reported the following in his column on Sunday, 
November 6, 1994: 
"Ever get one of those pitches in the mail from someone 
with your last name, urging you to buy a book that 
purports to lay out the genealogy of your family and 
provide a directory of nearly everyone in America with 
your last name? Ever been tempted? Ever wonder if 
they're worth it? Consider then the solicitation received 

here recently, addressed on the envelope to "The Bee," 
from a guy in Bath, Ohio, named William F. Bee. The 
letter begins thusly: 'Dear The.' 
Via, Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento 

Born in California 
In the 1920 Census, AL= Alien. NANaturalized and 
PA=Papers have been filed for citizenship. So how 
could a 19 year old woman, shown as born in Ca be 
listed as an alien?: From 2 Mar 1907 to 21 Sep 1922, a 
woman marrying an alien lost her citizenship in the USA 
and took the nationality of her husband. Such a woman 
would have to apply for citizenship, filing a Declaration 
of Intent,just like any alien born person would. You 
must be aware of the different laws that governed 
citizenship and naturalization. Suggested reference: 
"American Naturalization Processes & Procedures, 1790-
1985: by John J. Newman. CSGA Newsletter, Feb 1996 

New PAP Macintosh Release 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is 
pleased to announce the availability of release 2.3.1 of 
Personal Ancestral File for Macintosh computers 
starting April 5, 1996. Please note that your computer 
must have as a minimum: 2MB of memory, a hard drive, 
and one double-sided 800K disk drive. The new release 
includes all functions of release 2.1 plus the following 
enhancements: Match/Merge; Focus; Backup/Restore; 
New charts; Print Preview; plus. 

WELCOME 
We cordially greet the following new members and wish 
them every success in all their genealogical efforts. 

Darlene Benham 	  652-9536 
3131 Humphrey Rd, Loomis, CA 95650 

Kathleen Franz 	  797-0242 
9113 Oakhollow Ct, Granite Bay, CA 95746 

Laurie Nelson 
232 Sunnyside Dr, Colfax, CA 95713 

Mary Nye 
311 Alta Street #A, Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Tana Etheridge 
2755 Moore Rd, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Ruth Ann Richards 	  645-2136 
650 Karchner Rd, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Howard Vallier 	  791-1729 
6640 Crown Point Vista, Granite Bay, CA 95746 
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From Auburn, go North on Hwy 49; turn left onto Bell Rd to next Street on your left which is 1St Street. Turn left; (this 
is DeWitt Center) Stay on 1St St which makes a sharp curve to the left. Go past A,B,C & D Avenues; pass the DeWitt 
Theater. Turn right onto E Ave. Main entrance to Multi-Purpose Center, 11 577 E Ave, is on your right directly across 
from the parking lot. Upon entering, go to Burback Hall near front door. We'll be watching for you! 
Map by Ann Chandler 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7386 AUBURN, CA 95604 
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