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September 15-22, 1996 
History of the American West 

The West, a 13 '/2 hour documentary on the history of 
the American west, airs on Sacramento's PBS 
station KVIE Channel 6 beginning Sunday, 
September 15, 1996. The third episode of this multi 
part series deals with California's Gold Country. 
The West was produced by Ken Bums, the film 
maker who brought us such other outstanding 
historical documentaries as The Civil War and 
Baseball. For those of you who live outside the 
Channel 6 broadcast area, check your local PBS 
station for scheduling. From the Council News 
Coordinator, Sept/Oct 1996 Issue 

September 26,1 996 
Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 

Burback Hall 
Auburn Multipurpose Senior Center 

11577 E Avenue 
DeWitt Center off Bell Road 

call 885-2695 f directions are needed 

Dolls and Memories 
Speaker: June Schlager 

June will share her doll collection and explain the 
connection to genealogy. Learn various ways to 
.display your keepsakes. Bring a small item you 

rou1d like to "show and tell" the older the item the 
better. 

October 1, 1996 
Study Group 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Beecher Room 
Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Techniques that Work 
Step by Step 

Bring your family charts. Each member will be 
given an individual assignment such as getting a 
census record, vital record, copy of query and 
esponse, etc to further their research and then bring 
co the next day meeting. 

September 28, 1996 
10:00 am Saturday 

Fulweiler Street Entrance 
off Highway 49 

Auburn, California 

Old Auburn Cemetery Tour 
Tour Guides 

Jim Landrith & Melinda Herzog Landrith 

Jim and Melinda have put together a new tour. 
They will introduce you to another group of 
interesting cemetery residents. Bring a friend and 
wear your walking shoes. Park across the Street at 
the "County Domes". Able assistance and moral 
support by Placer County Genealogical Society. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg.. of the 
Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

September 10 and October 8, 1996 
KAHI 950 AM 
Genealogical & Historical Radio Program 
Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith (PCGS 
members) will be on the radio every second 
Tuesday of the month from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. 
Call in with a genealogy question at 885-3565 or 1-
800-400-3565. 

September 11, 1996 Beginning Genealogy 
Instructor Melinda Herzog Landrith 
Six week class (Wednesday evening) 6:30 pm - 9:30 
pm $50.00 Placer School for Adults 885-8585 

September 141  1996 Council Meeting 
Saturday, 10:00 am the Genealogical and Historical 
Council of Sacramento Valley will hold its meeting 
at the Sacramento LDS Multi-Regional Family 
History Center, 2745 Eastern Avenue, Sacramento. 

September 15, 1996 Sunday 
2:00 pm -5:00 pm 
Grand Reopening of the newly restored Bernhard 
Museum, 291 Aubum-Folsom Road, Auburn, CA 

September 15-22, 1996 
History of the American West on KVIE Channel 6 

September 17, 1996 
Auburn PM Users' Group 
Bi-monthly meetings on the 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 
pm. Relief Society Room of the Auburn Stake 
Center, 1225 Bell Road, Auburn. Learn to use the 
genealogy computer program "Personal Ancestral 
File"! 

September 251  1996 Auburn-Placer County 
Library scheduled to reopen! 

September 26, 1996 PCGS Evening Meeting 
Thursday 7:00pm at DeWitt 
Dolls and Memories by June Schiager 

September 28, 1996 Old Auburn Cemetery 
Tour 
with Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith 

October 1, 1996 PCGS Day Study 

October 9, 1996 Wednesday "A Festival of 
Cultures Ill, One Tree, Many Roots" 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Third Annual Sierra College Diversity Day at 5000 
Rocklin Road, Rocklin, CA, 916 781-0446 

October 12, 1996 Council Meeting 
Saturday, 10:00 am the Genealogical and Historical 
Council of Sacramento Valley will hold its meeting 
at the Sacramento LDS Multi-Regional family 
History Center, 2745 Eastern Avenue, Sacramento. 

October 19, 1996 Family History Seminar-
Vacaville 
Registration 8:30 am Begins 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sponsored by the Vacaville LDS Family History 
Center and the Solano County Genealogical Society. 
Preregister by October 4, 1996 for $3.00. At the 
door $4.00. Send check to Vacaville Family 	Nw 

History Center, do 190 South Orchard, Suite A205, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. 

October 19, 1996 Central California 
Genealogical Conference at Monterey Beach 
Hotel, Monterey, CA. 8:00 am until 5:00 pm "Who 
is hiding in your family tree?" Keynote speaker will 
be Henry Z ("Hank") Jones, Jr., FASG. Sponsored 
by the Monterey County Genealogy Society 

October 23, 1996 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives continue! Due to the raise in gas prices, 
they have raised the cost to $22.00. Checks must 
be received one week prior to the trip. Make 
payable to G.A.S. and mail to Donna VanLone, 
11555 Hein Road, Elk Grove, CA 95758-9716. For 
further information and location of the five bus 
pickup(s) call Donna at 684-2243 or Ralpha Crouse 
at 689-4524. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 

The Auburn-Placer County 
il 	Library is now closed and 

the re-carpeting project has 
begun. The library closure 
is scheduled for August 26 
through September 25. 

Previously, I had reported that while the library was 
closed, the genealogy books would be available to 
be checked out. I have since learned that this is not 
the case. Neither the genealogy books, nor any other 
of the reference books, will be allowed to leave the 
library. 

We have reached our Wish List goal of $335 for 
purchasing the Index to Revolutionary War Service 
Records. Eighteen members responded with some 
very generous pledges toward this book. I predict it 
will be a popular one in the library. We will be 
ordering the book as soon as all pledges are 
collected. 

in the June issue, I gave you information on the two 
volumes of indexes to The Virginia Genealogist. 
However, I left out the call numbers. The call 
number for both volumes, Index to the Virginia 
Genealogist, Volumes 1-20 and Index to the 
Virginia Genealogist, Volumes 21-35, is R 
975.5005 Index Geneal. 

A number of new books are out on the library 
shelves (or rather they will be when the library 
reopens), so on with book reviews: 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE BOOK, by Elizabeth 
Petty Bentley (2nd ed.; Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1995). You should be 
familiar with the books that give you addresses for 
county courthouses. Everton 's Handy Book for 
Genealogists and Ancestry's Red Book are two of 
the most popular. The County Courthouse Book is, 
in some respects, the best. Personally, I like this 

_book. It is designed primarily for people who are 
onducting research by mail. If you are writing for 

courthouse records, not just vital records, but land, 
naturalization and probate documents too, this book 
gives you information on who to contact, what their 

search policy is, and how much the search service 
and copies cost. In some cases, you are referred to a 
local researcher or genealogical society to conduct 
the search for you. In the five New England states, 
some records are kept at the town level. This 
information is also included. The book was 
compiled from responses to questionnaires sent to 
over 4,700 counties, cities and towns across the 
country. The response rate was about 65%. It is very 
obvious which counties did not respond. (Shame on 
them.) If you are interested in a "no response" 
county, you will be disappointed in this book. But 
some counties gave more information than 
requested which will please many of you. Even 
though this is a second edition, published just last 
year, it is inevitable that some of the information is 
going to be outdated, particularly the prices for vital 
records. For instance, it says that Placer County 
marriage certificates cost $5. (Ha! How about $9?) 
However, this book will be a big help for you in 
figuring out how much money to send when you 
write for land, naturalization and probate 
documents. In fact, that is the main reason why I 
like it so much. (Call #R 347.7322 Ben) 

KANSAS BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX: State-Wide 
and Regional Histories, compiled by Patricia 
Douglass Smith (Garden City, KS: by author, 1994). 
This book provides a combined index to the 
biographical sketches found in 20 state-wide and 
regional histories of the state of Kansas. Many of 
the histories are multi-volume, so the index actually 
covers 68 volumes. It is not an every name index to 
all persons mentioned in the histories, but it does 
reference more than 35,500 persons who are the 
main subjects of the biographical sketches. Each 
entry lists the subject's name, town or county of 
residence (if given), a source code and page 
number. The sources are listed on pages v-vi and 
libraries where these source can be found are also 
given. This is a great place to start your Kansas 
research. (Call #R 920 Smi) 

TRACING YOUR ANCESTORS IN THE 
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, by Jane Cox and 
Timothy Padfield, revised by Amanda Bevan and 
Andrea Duncan (London: HMSO, 1990, 4th ed). 
England's Public Records Office (PRO) houses one 
of the finest, most complete archives in Europe, 
comprising the records of the central government 
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and law courts from Domesday Book in 1086 to the 
present century. A detailed table of contents, as well 
as an index, makes this research guide easy to use. 
Subjects covered range from census records, to 
name changes, army records, school records, 
criminal records, property records, business records, 
and more. This guide is for people who want to take 
their English research beyond the basics of birth, 
death and marriage records. (Call #R 929.1 Cox) 

REGISTER OFFICES OF BIRTHS, DEATHS 
AiVD MARRIAGES IN GREAT BRITAINAND 
NORTHERN IRELAND, by Victor J. Price 
(Studley, England: Brewin Books, 1993, 2nd ed.). 
This is a handy little book for those of you who are 
actively researching your British ancestry. It lists 
addresses for Local Register Offices in England, 
Wales, Northern Ireland, Scotland and the Isle of 
Man. If you know for certain which town or area 
your ancestors came from, ordering vital records 
from the Local Register Office is quicker and less 
expensive than ordering from the Registrar General. 
Certificate fees and guidelines for ordering 
documents are also given in the book. Many thanks 
to our friend and English research expert Joyce 
Buckland who donated this book. (Call #R 929.342 
Pri) 

INDEX OF U.S. MARSHALS 1789-1960, by 
Virgil D. White (Waynesboro, TN: National 
Historical Publishing Co., 1988). This book is a 
transcription of the National Archives microfilm 
#T577 Index to Names of US. Marshals 1789-1960. 
Each entry lists the marshal's name, date and place 
of service, surname of the vice marshal, reason for 
termination of service, and the source of the 
information. An explanation of how to interpret the 
source code is not given. Rather, you are advised to 
contact the National Archives for "forms and 
procedures necessary to obtain information from the 
records described." (Call #R 929.373 Whi) 

CALIFORNIA WAGON TRAIN LISTS, Volume 
1, April 5, 1849 to October 20, 1852, by Louis J. 
Rasmussen (Colma, CA: San Francisco Historic 
Records, 1994). The discovery of gold brought 
waves of fortune seekers across the plains to 
California. Documenting someone who arrived here 
in those in early days of the Gold Rush can be a 
difficult, and often seemingly impossible, task. This 
book will make it easier for some. Information on 

wagon trains leaving for, or arriving in, California is 
compiled here from different sources, but primarily 
from newspapers—from The New York Daily 
Tribune to The Sacramento Union. There are three 
indexes to the book—surname, geographical and 
subject. (Call #R 929.3794 Ras). 

-- 	asea(Axleft'— 

Frances E. "Fran" Wilson, 76 died June 18, 1996 
in her Auburn home. Mrs. Wilson, a native 
Californian, was an alumna of the University of 
California at Los Angeles who spent many years 
working as a social worker for the County of Placer 
before retiring in 1983. After retiring from county 
service, she was the librarian at the Bear River 
School for several years. Mrs. Wilson also was a 
member of the Mount Vernon Grange and an avid 
genealogist. Auburn Sentinel June 28, 1996 Obituaries 

Fran was the "New Member Mailing Chairperson" 
for the Placer County Genealogical Society and 
often helped at the evening sign in table. She is 
missed, our condolences to her sons and family. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
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Member address change 
Sabrina Barton 
2360 Little Ben Road, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Internet Web Site: Thanks, Jerry 
Placer County Genealogical Society has a presence 
on the Internet. You may access the site at: 
http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  
Jerry Unruh set up and maintains the site. 
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ABI6I: California Vital Records Bill 
By Iris Carter Jones, Council Legislative Coordinator 

Sacramento, September 1, 1996—AB161, the 
California Vital Records Bill, is dead. 

Things have been really moving again in the State 
Legislature. Because of the last minute frenzy here 
in the Capital City, and the lack of time and space, it 
is impossible for me to give you all the details. It is 
difficult to remain on top of what is happening on a 
day to day basis. I have lists of chaptered bills, dead 
bills, and status of other bills of interest. If you have 
questions, you may call or e-mail me. 

AB 161, the California Vital Records Bill, had been 
removed from the Inactive File and amendments 
sent down from the Governor's Office. While 
nothing in the bill regarding access to records was 
changed, there were extensive amendments due in 
large part to legislative changes which occurred 
during the period this bill remained on the Inactive 
File. The Health and Safety Code had been worked 
over and all the Code numbers were changed. Vital 
ecords fees were covered in the budget negotiations 

and will remain the same. Also, technical language 
was changed regarding regulation of phone/fax 
requests for certificates (abstract certificates only). 

The bill was scheduled for Conference Committee 
the third week of August. I received copies of the 
amendments and was invited to attend. The meeting 
was canceled. The bill, with amendments, went to 
the Senate where it sat for days with no action. It 
was heard on August 23 and passed the Senate on 
Monday, August 26. From there it went back to the 
Assembly on concurrence. 

The bill was making its final progression through 
the Assembly when, late Saturday night, August 31, 
1996, AB 161 was shot down in flames. This was 
due to an orchestrated effort by a small group of 
opponents. These are the same county officers who 
had opposed our earlier language to protect our 
access to the records when the author first agreed to 
work with us. Last fall, they appeared to drop their 
.pposition. But they effectively resurrected it during 
the last week of Assembly session. 

So for now, there is no change in the law regarding 
California vital records. We still have access. But 

two years of hard work to protect that access have 
come to nothing. And the next time legislation to 
secure vital records is introduced, we will have to 
start working to preserve our access all over again. 
From the Council News Coordinator, Sept/Oct 1996 Issue 

Butte Co History Reprint 
To many persons doing Butte County genealogical 
research, as well as to local historians, George 
Mansfield's 1918 History of Butte County (over 
1300 pages) is an invaluable tool. There are a 
limited number of these books in existance, most on 
collectors' shelves. 

Good news. The Association for Northern 
California Records and Research (ANCRR) has 
undertaken the reprinting of this fine book. The pre-
publication price for the reprinted, two volume 
boxed set is $90. (CA residents, please add $6.53 
state sales tax). If you live outside the Chico-
Paradise-Oroville area, add $3.50 postage. The 
volumes are hard covered and indexed. Books sold 
after publication will be priced at around $125 per 
set. Delivery is expected before Christmas this year. 
To order, contact Mansfield Project, ANCRR, P0 
Box 3024, Chico CA 95927-3024. 

[From Nuggets from Paradise, newsletter of the 
Paradise Genealogical Society, August 1996.] 

PopChar (for Macintosh Users) 
by L.J. (Bud) Swendner, Jr. 

PopChar is a control panel feature that enables you 
to generate every possible character that is available 
in the current Font without having to remember the 
correct keyboard combinations. Simply select the 
PopChar icon letter or character with the pointer, 
and drop it directly into your document! 

Freeware (Version 2.7. 1) 
http://babel.uoregon.edu/yamalfonts/czech.html  

Available "Fall 1996" (Version 2.7.2) 
http://infosoft.soft.uni- 
Linz.ac.at"Info/MacSoftware.html 
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Genealogical Shocker 
The children of a prominent family chose to give 
the patriarch a book of their family history. The 
biographer they hired was warned of one problem. 
Uncle Willie, the black sheep of the family, had 
gone to Sing-Sing's electric chair for murder. The 
writer promised to carefully handle the situation and 
did so in the following way. 

"Uncle Willie occupied a chair of applied 
electronics at one of our nations leading 
institutions. He was attached to his position 
by the strongest ties. His death came as a 
true shock" 

Acknowledgment is given to McLean Co. 
Genealogical Society Newsletter Vol. 26 #4, April 
1992 submitted by Marilyn Larson 

Best Man 
The phrase "best man" is of Scottish origin and 
recalls the days when a bridegroom simply 
kidnapped the woman he wanted as his bride. To 
help him in the task, the groom enlisted a cadre of 
friends. The toughest and bravest of these 
groomsmen was known as "the best man". 
CCCGS Diablo Descendants, Vol. 10, No. 7, July 1995 
submitted by Pam Dallas 

Bodies in Transit 
An unused resource available at the New York City 
Municipal Archives (Archives Div. Of Dept. Of 
Records and Information Center, 52 Chambers St., 
NY, NY 10070) has microfilm covering ten 
volumes, 1859-1894, "Bodies in Transit." Any 
deceased person arriving in Manhattan via ship, 
train, or local ferry had to be registered. SMCGS 
newsletter, Vol. 14, Issue 4, April 1996 submitted by Pam 
Dallas 
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