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November 214996 
Third Thursday 

Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Old Handwriting and Printing 
of Documents 

Speaker: Leo C. Hertoghe 

December 1996 

No Meetings 

Happy Holidays 

January 7, 1997 

Study Group 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Techniques that Work 
Step by Step 

Bring your family charts. Each member will be 
given an individual assignment on what their next 

step should be. 

January 23,1997 

Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Irmgard Hess Schlenker 

Her Personal Story 

Irmgard will tell about fleeing Russia then returning 
fifty years later to search for family. This area is 
unique and all researchers can benefit from her 

experiences. 

January 25, 1997 

How To Begin 

Placer County Genealogical Society's annual 
introduction to genealogy. Excellent for beginners. 

Bring your friends. 

See enclosed flyer for details. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets 
every Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the 
Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

November 19, 1996 Auburn PAF Users' 
Group 
Bi-monthly meetings on the 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 
pm. Relief Society Room of the Auburn Stake 
Center, 1225 Bell Road, Auburn. Learn to use the 
genealogy computer program "Personal Ancestral 
File"! 

November 21, 1996 Thursday 7:00 pm 
PCGS Evening Meeting 

December 10, 1996 KAHI 950 AM 
Genealogical & Historical Radio Program 
Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith (PCGS 
members) will be on the radio every second 
Tuesday of the month from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. 
Call in with a genealogy question at 885-3565 or 1-
800-400-3565. 

January 7, 1997 Tuesday 10:00 am to 12:00 
PCGS Study Group at the Beecher Room 

January 22,1997 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00 Checks must be received 
one week prior to the trip. Make payable to G.A.S. 
and mail to Donna VanLone, 11555 Hein Road, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758-9716. For further information 
and location of the five bus pickup(s) call Donna at 
684-2243 or Ralpha Crouse at 689-4524. 

January 23, 1997 Thursday 7:00 pm 
Beecher Room PCGS Evening Meeting 

January 25, 1997 Saturday "How to Begin" 
PCGS Annual Seminar 

April 25-26,1997 Friday and Saturday 
CGS's 12 Annual Family History Fair 
"The Golden Gateway to Your Ancestry" John 
Colletta, Ph.D. will be the keynote speaker. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, San Francisco. Friday 
12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 

May 7-10,1997 National Genealogical 
Society Conference in the States, will be at 
Valley Forge and co-hosted by The Genealogical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

Officers and Chairpersons Needed 

Suggested 1997 Slate of Officers for PCGS 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  
Vice President 	  Pam Dallas 
Past President 	  June Schiager 
R Secretary 	  Louise Pilger 
C Secretary 	  
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Librarian 	  Barbara leak 
Editor 	  Pam Gissy 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Historian 	  Jean Sheni' 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unru 
New Member 	  
Research 	  
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 

The Society needs a President, Corresponding 
Secretary, New Member Mailing, and Research 
Chairperson (s). It would also be helpful if a couple 
of people took turns sifting at the sign- in table to 
greet members and visitors. Call June Schlager to 
volunteer! 

Newsletter Exchange 

PCGS exchanges newsletters with many societies. 
Each month new ones are added to our collection in 
the library. Recently there were articles on "the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag". "The Liberty Bell", 
research tips, summary of research trips, and lots of 
QUERIES. Take a look. 
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How many types of marriage 
records are in the courthouse? 
This is not a stupid question. 
You could be missing out on 

some important information if you don't consider all the 
possibilities. (Hello. This is the voice of experience 
speaking.) Consider the procedure for getting hitched in 
early Kentucky. 

First a marriage bond had to be posted. The bond 
assured the court that there was no lawful reason why 
the marriage could not take place. It stated that the 
bondsmen had to pay the court a specified sum of 
money, unless the soon-to-take-place marriage was 
legal. That's a backwards way of saying that the bond 
only had to be paid if the marriage turned out to be 
illegal. (Such as a bigamous marriage.) The bond named 
both the bride and the groom and was signed by the 
groom and at least one other person. Most often, the 
second bondsmen was the father or brother of the bride, 
although some other close friend or relative of the bride 
or groom may have signed instead. I have a bond in 
which the groom and his brother are the bondsmen, and 
the bride's brother also appears as a third signature. 

The youngest age at which a person could marry in 
Kentucky was 14 years for males and 12 years for 
females. However, anyone under the age of 21 had to 
have his/her parent's permission. Thus, you may find a 
marriage consent—a little scrap of paper on which dad 
wrote a note to the county clerk that said something like, 
"Pleas to let my daughter Sally to have a marriage 
lisens." If dad was deceased, the consent would be 
signed by Sally's mother or guardian. Marriage 
consents, when they exist, are excellent sources for 
direct proof of parentage. 

Once the bond was signed, and the permission slip from 
dad was given to the county clerk, the clerk issued a 
marriage license. The license basically is a letter 
addressed to anyone authorized to perform marriages 
saying that the court has given its okay for the bride and 
groom to get married. Both the bride and groom are 

named on the license. 

The marriage certificate, usually written on the same 
piece of paper as the license, is a statement by the 
minister, or whoever performed the marriage, that the 
marriage has taken place. The marriage bond, consent 
and license indicate that a marriage is intended, but it is 
the marriage certificate that gives the date of marriage 
and proves that the marriage actually occurred. 

The minister who performed the marriage was supposed 
to return the license to the courthouse so that the clerk 
could enter the information into the Marriage Register 
(a.k.a. Minister's Return Book). The register gives the 
names of the bride, groom and minister and the date of 
the marriage. Of course, the minister did not always get 
to the courthouse right away. Maybe he went in once or 
twice a year. Maybe, during that intervening year, he 
performed some marriages that he forgot to have 
registered. Hmmm. 

We now have a possibility of five different marriage 
documents on file at the courthouse—the marriage bond, 
consent, license, certificate and register. According to 
the Kentucky Research Outline, most existing Kentucky 
marriage records up through 1925 have been 
microfilmed. They are, therefore, available on loan 
through the Auburn Family History Center. For each 
county, the marriage register books are on one set of 
microfilms, while the bonds, consents, licenses and 
certificates (which are loose papers) are on another set 
of films. The loose papers are original documents, not 
transcribed recordings. They bear authentic, original 
signatures. 

Does this information hold true for other states as well? 
Yes and no. Each state, and even each county, has its 
own peculiarities. Look at the state of West Virginia. 
Marriage registers, but not the loose papers, for several 
West Virginia counties are on microfilm at the Family 
History Library. But in at least one county I have 
searched (pre-Civil War era), the microfilmed records 
are registers of licenses issued (a sixth type of marriage 
document). This register gives the names and residences 
of the bride and groom and the date the license was 
issued. Not on microfilm for the same county is another 
register—of marriage returns—giving the names of the 
bride and groom, their birthplaces, the names of their 
parents, and the actual date of marriage. Pretty 
important stuff! I spent five years searching for the 
parents of one particular bride before I discovered that 
unfilmed book. How do you go about obtaining 
information from the unfilmed book? The old fashioned 

Off the Shelf 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 

This month, instead of talking 
about books, let's talk about 
weddings .. .um ...that is, let's 
talk about marriage records. 
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way—write a letter to the county clerk. 

Shame on me, I almost got tripped up again in Virginia. 
Marriage registers on microfilm for the county I was 
searching gave the names of the bride and groom and the 
date of marriage. Not microfilmed are the marriage 
bonds. One bond gave the name of the widowed mother 
of a bride I was researching. (Oh, details.) I found 
another bond for a couple who were not listed in the 
microfilmed marriage register at all. (I can establish 
through other sources that the couple was actually 
married. Theirs must have been one of those marriages 
that the minister forgot to register.) 

What about marriage banns? Marriage banns are 
typically church, not courthouse, records. However, 
similar to the banns are marriage intentions. Marriage 
intentions were an alternative to the bond and license. 
The intentions of a couple to get married were posted in 
a public place. Anyone who knew of reason why the 
couple could not lawfully be married was supposed to 
speak up. Intentions are often recorded with the 
marriage in New England town records. 

Marriage laws and marriage records have differed over 
space and time in our country. It is up to you to discover 
what applies to the particular time and place of your 
ancestors. 

Marriage Records on the Genealogy Shelves at Auburn-Placer County Library 

929.3B Bailey, F.W. Early Connecticut Marriages ... Prior to 1800 
929.3B Bolton, C.K. Marriage Notices 1785-1794 for the Whole United States 
929.3C Clemens, W.M. American Marriage Records Before 1699 
929.3N New York Marriages Previous to 1784 
929.3R NY Bur of Vital St Registry of Marriages Solemnized By W.A. Scott, D.D. 
929.374S Sandborn, M.L. Supplement to Torrey's New England Marriages Prior to 1700 
929.374T Torrey, C.A. New England Marriages Prior to 1700 
929.374783M Martin, Y.E. Marriages & Deaths from Steuben County, NY, Newspapers 1837-1868 
929.3748P Pennsylvania Marriages Prior to 1790 
929.3748R Record of Pennsylvania Marriages Prior to 1810, Vols. 1 & 2 
929.3752B Barnes, R. Maryland Marriages 1778-1800 & 1801-1820 
929.3755V Virginia Marriage Records 
929.375583W Worrell, A.L. Early Marriages, Wills & Some Rev. War Records, Botetourt Co., VA 
929.3756C Clemens, W.M. North and South Carolina Marriage Records 
929.3769K Clift, G.G. Kentucky Marriages 1797-1865 
929.377 10 Smith, M. Ohio Marriages from the Old Northwest Genealogical Quarterly 
929.3 7742 IE Branch Co Gen Soc Early Marriage Records of Branch County, Michigan, 1833-1875 
929.37780 Ormsher, S. Missouri Marriages Before 1840 
929.3794A Alsworth, M.D. Gleanings from the Alta California: Marriages and Deaths 1846-1850 
929.3794M Alsworth, M.D. More Gleanings from the Alta California: Vital Records... 1851 
929.3794M Morebeck. N.J. Northern California Marriage Index 1850-1860 
Box 973 Yates Pub Co Marriages of Some American Residents, Vols. 1-5 & 7 
Box 976.7 Dean, V.L. Newton County, Ark., Marriages, Book A ca. 1858-1879, Book B 1879-1887, and 

Books C & D 1887-1893 
Box 977.3 Parrick, L.K. Deaths and Marriages from Early Quincy [IL] Papers 1835-1850 
Microfiche Gen Assn of Sac Sacramento Bee Index of Births, Marriages and Deaths 1857-1905 
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	June Schlager 	 784-6582 
Vice President 	Pam Dallas 	 791-7425 
R Secretary 	Louise Pilger 	 823-1581 
C Secretary 	Patricia Rowell 	 432-2167 
Treasurer 	Marilyn Larson 	 268-1091 
Librarian 	Barbara Leak 	 652-7554 
Editor 	Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Historian 	Jean Shenk 	  823-7370 
Sales 	Beverly & Leonard Russell 887-8941 
Hospitality 	Mary Ann Unruh 	 652-0963 
Web Site 	Jerry Unruh 

http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  

Welcome 
We cordially greet the following new members and 
wish them every success in all their genealogical 
efforts. 

#485 Shirley & Robert Troub 	 707 422-1096 
393 Begonia Blvd, Fairfield CA 94533 

#486 Bill & Evelyn Pervier 	 888-7262 
841 Holly Hills Dr, Auburn CA 95603 

#487 John & Norma White 	 272-7049 
15351 Greenhorn Rd, Grass Valley CA 95945 

#488 Kenneth & Darlene Appell 	  
838 Sierra Vista Ct, Auburn CA 95603 

#489 Barbara Van Riper 	  
270 Geraldson Rd, Newcastle CA 95658 

PCGS Surname Index 

The time has come to update and revise the 
Society's Surname Index. Each member is asked to 
fill out 3 x 5 cards with pertinent information about 
their ancestors. Fill them out as completely as 
possible and remember to put your member number 
in the lower right hand corner. 

The completed cards will go in the Surname Index 
file box in the Genealogical Section of the Auburn-
Placer County Library. In the front section of the 
box is a list of the ID #'s and the names and 
addresses. Anyone wishing to contact members 
with similar ancestral names will consult this 
member list. 

The information from the cards will go into the 
computer for our next printing of the Surname 
Index. The Surname Index and blank cards will be 
available at the PCGS meetings. Please review and 
update your information that is currently in the 
index. Then fill out cards for the ancestors you are 
now working on. 

Internet Sites 

GEN WEB 
A program which is trying to set up one site for each 
state and a site for each county in the state. 
http://www.doit.com/tdoyle/genweb/genweb.html  

Barnette's Genealogy Column on the Internet 
Mic Barnette writes a genealogical column in the 
Houston Chronicle, Houston's largest and only 
daily newspaper. The column is published each 
Saturday in the "This Weekend" section. Because 
"This Weekend" is a zoned neighborhood section, 
the column has been unavailable in newspapers 
delivered outside the city of Houston and virtually 
in accessible to non-Houstonians, until now. 

Genealogists with access to the Internet's World 
Wide Web may receive the column free of charge 
on a weekly basis by calling up Bamette's Family 
Tree Book Company Web Page. The most current 
four columns are on-line. Each week a new column 
will be added and the most dated will be deleted. Be 
sure to read the columns weekly. The address of the 
column is: 
http://www.neosoft.comlseahorse/genealog.html.  

Genealogy Bulletin 
The September- October 1996 issues have arrived. 
If you subscribed, see Beverly Russell at the sales 
table. 



Episode One: 
Episode Two: 
Episode Three: 
Episode Four: 
Episode Five: 
Episode Six: 
Episode Seven: 
Episode Eight: 
Episode Nine: 
Episode Ten: 

Getting Started 
Looking at Home 
Gathering Family Stories 
The Paper Trail 
Libraries and Archives 
Census and Military Records 
African American Families 
Your Medical Heritage 
High Tech Help 
Leaving a Legacy 

November and December 1996 	 PLACER TRAILS 	 6 

Ancestors 
Ancestors is a series of programs that will begin 
airing on public television in January 1997. The 
series is hosted by genealogists Jim and Terry 
Willard. 
Jim and Terry were both born and raised in Maine 
where they met in high school and married. They 
both went on to earn Bachelor and Master degrees 
from the University of Maine in Orono, Maine. Jim 
has taught History, and Terry has taught French at 
the Leavitt Area High School in Turner, Maine. 
When they met Sterling Van Wagenen (executive 
producer) at the Sesquicentennial Conference of the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society in the 
Summer of 1995, they had just retired from teaching 
and had no idea that they would soon be hosting a 
television series for PBS. Jim and Terry have 
shared a love of genealogy since their high school 
days. They look forward to sharing their hobby 
with you on the series Ancestors. 

Each Ancestors episode begins on-location with 
stories of people who have experienced dramatic 
changes in their lives because of their search for 
roots. Following each story, an expert joins Jim and 
Terry on the Ancestors set. These friendly and 
helpful conversations yield valuable tips for the 
family historian. 
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