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lrmgard Hess Schlenker 
Her Personal Story 

Irmgard will tell about fleeing Russia then returning fifty 
years later to search for family. This area is unique and all 
researchers can benefit from her experiences. 

January 25, 1997 
Saturday 9:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Beecher Room 
Auburn-Placer County Library 

350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Tracing Your Family Tree: How 
to Begin 

Past attendees have lauded it as "absolutely 
the best, most practical class I've ever taken. 
This was just great!" Placer County 
Genealogical Society's 10 annual class on 
the basics of genealogy is good for the 
complete novice to the intermediate 
researcher needing a refresher course. If you 
have never before taken a class in the basics, 
you are strongly encouraged to attend. Bring 
a sack lunch. If you already own our How to 
Begin book, bring that too. 

Genealogy Bulletin 
Each issue features an article by Bill 
Dollarhide, a professional genealogist. Keep 
informed with what's new in the world of 
genealogy- the latest in technology, 
publications, and events. Plus each issue 
contains name-date-place queries. AGLL is 
offering a bulk subscription rate of only 
$12.00 annually (regularly $18.00 for six 
issues) to society members. To subscribe 
see Beverly Russell at the January 23, 1997 
evening meeting or send a check (made out 
to PCGS) to Beverly Russell, 12586 Out of 
the Way Place, Auburn, CA 95603. Please 
sign up by January 31, 1997. The first issue 
will be March/April 1997. They are 
delivered to PCGS and you pick your copy 
up at the evening meetings. 

January 23, 1997 

Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

February 4, 1997 

Study Group 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Techniques that Work 
Step by Step 

Bring your family charts. Each member will be given an 
individual assignment on what their next step should be. 



January 1997 	 PLACER TRAILS 	 2 

Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the 
Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

January Broadcast Schedule for Ancestors on 
KVIE Channel 6 
Episode 1 	Wed., Jan. 8 9:30 pm 

Sat., Jan. 11 9:00 am 
Tue., Jan. 14 2:30 am* 

Episode 2 

Episode 3 

Episode 4 

Wed., Jan. 15 9:30pm 
Tue., Jan. 21 2:30 am* 

Wed., Jan. 22 9:30 pm 
Sat., Jan. 25 9:00 am 
Tue., Jan. 28 2:30 am* 

Wed., Jan. 29 9:30 pm 
Sat., Feb. 1 	9:00 am 

*really is 2.30 am 

January 23, 1997 PCGS evening meeting 7:00 pm 

January 25, 1997: Tracing Your Family Tree: 
How to Begin. Free Seminar 9:00 am to 2:30 pm 
Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library. 

Seminar Help Wanted: If you are planning to 
attend the seminar, please volunteer to help. Two or 
three volunteers are needed to help at the 
registration table and to serve refreshments during 
the morning break. Please call Barbara Leak at 652-
7554 (evenings) to volunteer. 

February 4, 1997 Tuesday 10:00 am to 12:00 
PCGS Study Group at the Beecher Room 

February 11, 1997 KAHI 950 AM 
Genealogical & Historical Radio Program 
Jim Landrith and Melinda Herzog Landrith (PCGS 
members) will be on the radio every second 
Tuesday of the month from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. 
Call in with a genealogy question at 885-3565 or 1-
800-400-3565. 

February 27, 1997 Thursday 7:00 pm 
Beecher Room PCGS Evening Meeting 

March 26, 1997 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. Checks must be received • 
one week prior to the trip. Make payable to G.A.S. 
and mail to Donna VanLone, 11555 Hein Road, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758-9716. For further information 
and location of the five bus pickup(s) call Donna at 
684-2243 or Raipha Crouse at 689-4524. 

April 25-26, 1997 Friday and Saturday 
CGS's 12th Annual Family History Fair 
"The Golden Gateway to Your Ancestry" John 
Colletta, Ph.D. will be the keynote speaker. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, San Francisco. Friday 
12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 

May 7-10, 1997 National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States, will be at Valley Forge 
and co-hosted by The Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 

May 18-25, 1997 Salt Lake City Research Trip 
The Genealogical Association of Sacramento has 
scheduled a research trip to Salt Lake City, UT at 
Best Western. Cost: single occupancy- $507.50; 
Double occupancy $253.75 each person. $13.00 for 
shuttle and luggage handling from the Salt Lake 
City Airport. Folks to make their own arrangements 
to Salt Lake City. The coordinator for this research 
trip is Donna Van Lone, and she suggests if you fly 
to use Delta or Southwest, and please make your 
own arrangements for a room-mate. For further 
information call Donna Van Lone 916 684-2243 

Pre- Publication Notice: The German Research 
Companion is scheduled to be published March 
1997. The purpose of this book is to make available 
vast amounts of information, including facts about 
our ancestors' sacrifices, their ordeals and their 
successes in America, their way of life in Europe, 
their emigration/immigration experiences, and much 
more. A substantial number of items have never 
before been published in the United States. To 
receive a pre-publication announcement and to 
become eligible for a special offer, send your name 
and address with request to Lorelei Press, P.O. Bc.-
221356, Sacramento, CA 95822-8356. 
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Perhaps the most exciting 
news to hit the genealogy 
world is Family Chronicle, a 
glossy new bi-monthly 
magazine which debuted 

with the September/October 1996 issue. Published 
by Moorshead Magazines Ltd., Family Chronicle 
contains articles of general interest for genealogy 
enthusiasts in the United States and Canada. 

The magazine offers a real variety of information. 
Stories appearing in the first issue range from top 10 
research tips to preservation techniques to the 
Klondike Gold Rush, plus articles on heraldry, the 
Mayflower, family reunions, and publishing your 
family history. 

Regular features include a question & answer 
column (which keeps up a snappy pace by keeping 
the questions general and the answers short), 
reviews of genealogy computer software, brief 
reviews of the best genealogy sites on the Internet, a 
calendar of events for the U.S. and Canada, letters 
to the editor and news of the latest happenings in 
genealogy. 

Family Chronicle is the best magazine for 
genealogy hobbyists I have had the pleasure of 
reading in a long time. It is what a magazine should 
be—newsy, eye-catchingly attractive with lots of 
color, and containing a variety of articles that are 
quick and easy to read (not too long, not too short, 
not too serious, not too light). If the publisher can 
maintain the standard set by the first two issues, 
he'll have a real winner on his hands. 

You can contact Family Chronicle by writing to 
P.O. Box 1201, Lewiston, NY 14092, phone (416) 
696-5488, fax (416) 696-7395, or e-mail 
famchron@moorshead.com. 

Subscription rates for the U.S. are 1 year (6 issues) 
$21, 2 years (12 issues) $35. You can subscribe by 
calling toll-free 1-888-FAMCHRON (326-2476) 
and charging to a credit card. (Quote reference U5.) 

If you have access to the Internet, you can check out 
Family Chronicle's webpage at 
http://www.familycbronicle.coml—magazine/. 

If you want to take a first hand look at Family 
Chronicle magazine, come to our January 
meeting. I'll bring my copies of the first two 
issues for you to peruse during the meeting. 

While Family Chronicle is not available in the 
Auburn Library, several other periodicals are. 
Remember that both Everton 's Genealogical Helper 
and Heritage Quest magazines can be checked out 
and taken home to read. Read the Helper for 
queries. Read Heritage Quest for articles on ethnic 
and regional research. Ancestry magazine is 
available for reading in the library and contains 
excellent articles on learning to use various record 
sources. Forum, a quarterly publication of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies, is the source 
for information on issues of concern to the 
genealogical community nationwide. The Family 
Tree is genealogy's rag sheet, a newsprint 
publication full of more trivia and tidbits than even I 
want to know. And the feature article on the front 
page of each issue of the Genealogy Bulletin is 
worth reading too. 

The Archival Company 
Archivally safe materials for the presentation and 
storage of your photos and collectibles. Free 
catalogs can be requested via their toll free number 
1 800 442-7576 or via their world wide website 
(after January 31, 1997) at 
http://www.archivalcompany.com  

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 

Let's begin the new year by 
taking a look at what's new 
in genealogy. 
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 
95604 

DIRECTORS 

Pam Dallas 	  791-7425 
Louise Pilger 	 823-1581 

Eunice Roberts 	 823-3470 
Marilyn Larson 	 268-1091 
Barbara Leak 	 652-7554 
Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Historian 	Jean Shenk 	  823-7370 
Sales 	Beverly & Leonard Russell 887-8941 
Hospitality Mary Ann Unruh 	 652-0963 
Web Site 	Jerry Unruh 

http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  

Who are Entitled to Pensions 
This question is often asked: "Who are entitled to 
pensions?" The act of Congress, passed July, 1862, 
made liberal provision for granting pensions to 
disabled or invalid soldiers who have served in the 
Union army since the 4th of March, 1861, and also 
to old widows and children (under sixteen years of 
age), as well as mothers and dependent sisters of 
soldiers killed in battle, or who shall die by reason 
of wounds received or disease contracted while in 
the service and in a line of duty. - The provisions 
as a whole are much more liberal than the old 
pension laws for the Revolution and the War of 
1812. - The amount of pensions (per month) for 
total disability are fixed as follows: 

Non commissioned officers, 
musicians and privates $8 
Second Lieutenants 15 
First Lieutenants 17 
Captains 20 
Majors 25 
All officers of high rank 30 

But a large majority of those accepted as pensioners 
are only partially disabled, and the amount of 
pension is rated according to their disability, whicL,. 
may be one-fourth, one third, one half, two-thirds, 
three-fourths, &c. The disability is based on the 
proportion which the effects of a wound received or 
a disease contracted in public service actually 
disables one from obtaining a livelihood. 
- From the Weekly Register newspaper, Point Pleasant, West 
Virginia, 30 April 1863. 

The Last Civil War Widow's Pension? 
In May 1996, the state of Alabama approved an 
application for what is believed to be the last-
possible Civil War pension. The recipient, Mrs. 
Alberta Martin of Elba, Alabama, had been a 
twenty-one-year-old widow and mother when she 
married the eighty-one-year-old William Jasper 
Martin, a veteran of Company K, Fourth Alabama 
Infantry. She subsequently bore him one son, who is 
believed to be the only "real" son of a Confederate 
veteran still alive today. 
- Adam Nossiter, N Y. Times News Service release, 
published Tuscaloosa [Ala.] News, 7 October 1996, p. 6a. 
This item appeared in the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, Vol. 84, No. 4, December 1996, p.306. 

The Final Word on Pensions 
The Veterans Administration pays over $1.3 billion 
a year in death pensions to spouses and children of 
veterans who served anytime from the Civil War to 
Vietnam. In 1990, there were still five widows, ages 
80 to 102, of Civil War veterans receiving pensions 
of $704130 per month—four widows of Union 
soldiers, one Confederate. Most of them married in 
their teens or early 20s during the 1920s to veterans 
who were in their 70s or older. Also on the pension 
rolls in 1990 were five widows of the Indian Wars, 
which ended in the 1890s, and over 2700 widows 
from the Spanish-American era, 1898-1902. VA 
pensions for Vietnam spouses will run into the 22nd 
century. 
- Submitted by Barbara Leak. 

OFFICERS & 
President 
V President 
R Secretary 
C Secretary 
Treasurer 
Registrar 
Librarian 
Editor 
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PCGS Surname Index 
The time has come to update and revise the 
Society's Surname Index. Each member is asked to 
fill out 3 x 5 cards with pertinent information about 
their ancestors. Fill them out as completely as 
possible and remember to put your member number 
in the lower right hand corner. 

The completed cards will go in the Surname Index 
file box in the Genealogical Section of the Auburn-
Placer County Library. In the front section of the 
box is a list of the ID #s and the names and 
addresses. Anyone wishing to contact members 
with similar ancestral names will consult this 
member list. 

The information from the cards will go into the 
computer for our next printing of the Surname 
Index. The Surname Index and blank cards will be 
available at the PCGS meetings. Please review and 
update your information that is currently in the 
index. Then fill out cards for the ancestors you are 
now working on. 

Q. "Why is the study of genealogy impossible in 
Tahiti?" 
A. Tahitians change their names whenever they 
please—at puberty, when married or widowed, and 
more frequently, when two decide to become blood 
brothers. 

Q. "How many kids reach age 18 with both 
parents still alive?" 
A. More than 90 percent. That's alive, not 
necessarily still at home. In colonial Virginia, both 
parents of only 31 percent of the 18-year-olds were 
still alive. 
- From  Crop News,  customer newsletter published by John 
Taylor Fertilizer Co., 1 November 1996. Submitted by 
Barbara Leak—who finds genealogy trivia in the most 
unexpected places. 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
Records of the Civilian Conservation Corps are 
found in Record Group 35, at the National 
Archives, College Park, MD. Two articles are 
helpful in using these records. 

Harold T. Pinkett, "Records in the National 
Archives Relating to the Civilian Conservation 
Corps.," Social Science Review (March 1948). 

The Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, PI 11. This should be 
available for free from Publication Distribution, 
National Archives, Room G-9, Seventh and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
20408; 1-800-234-8861 
Craig R. Scott, CGRS internet 
willowbend@mediasoft.net  

Bertha Newcomb 
Bertha Newcomb died at her Lincoln residence on 
Dec. 14, 1996, at the age of 79. She was born in 
Orleans, Neb. On Feb 7, 1917, and had been a 62-
year resident of Lincoln. 

Mrs. Newcomb was a graduate of Lincoln High 
School at the age of 35. She was a member of the 
Lincoln Dirt Gardeners, Fruitvale Women's Club 
and was a 4-H leader for many years. She was very 
interested in genealogy and in the Christmas Basket 
Program with the Lincoln Ministerial Association. 
She wrote a column, "Out our Way," for the Lincoln 
News Messenger for many years. 

She is survived by her husband, Fred of Lincoln; 
sons Fred of Lewiston, Idaho, and Darrel of 
Sacramento; daughter, Belle Lash of Lincoln; sister 
Lillis Dilts of Lincoln; nine grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and 17 great-great-grandchildren. 
Auburn Journal 12/18/96 

Bertha was a member of Placer County 
Genealogical Society for many years. She was on 
the 1994 Cookbook Committee, "Cooking Up the 
Past". Our condolences to her family. 

Catherine Marie "Kay" Van Pelt 
Kay Van Pelt died December 25, 1996. Kay was a 
member of Placer County Genealogical Society and 
Maidu Genealogical Society. Our condolences to 
her family. 
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Websites 
Archiving Early America 
The Web site covers 18"  Century America and 
every document on the site "is displayed digitally, 
so you can read them as they originally appeared in 
the newspapers and magazines of the day" Among 
the documents on the site are the first five chapters 
of Thomas Paines's "Rights of Man," and President 
Washington's proclamation, which set aside the 
nation's first Thanksgiving Day observance, 
published on October 14, 1789 in the Massachusetts 
"Centinel". http://www.earlyamerica.com  

The Danish Immigration Archive with a search 
page for relatives that emigrated between 1869 and 
1904: http://www.cybercity.dk/users/cccl3656  

Genealogies and history of the territory in the upper 
northwest region of Germany known as The 
Emsiand: http://geocities.com/Heartland/4018  

Dutch women's maiden names. This lists 
approximately 250,000 maiden names of women 
who lived in the small towns of South Holland 
between 1695 AD and 1811 AD. It gives the 
reference to the microfilm number where the entire 
family will be listed together with their birth dates 
and place of birth. The marriage date and place are 
also often included. 
Http://www.itsnet.conil—pauldlksh 

Marlene Simmons, a researcher based in the 
Eastern Townships of Quebec has indexed over 
440,000 church, census, cemetery and newspaper 
records: http://www.virtuel.qc.calsimmons/ 

List of Ships to Philadelphia 
http://www.rootsweb.conV-ote/pshp-lst.htm  

Scottish Highland Trivia 
There was an old Highland custom that if tenants 
had to move from their homes they had to pull 
down the walls of their houses, but could carry 
away their wooden roof timbers for use in their new 
houses. The Family Tree, vol 6, #4 August/September 1996 

Research Committee 

PCGS receives approximately 15 to 20 letters each... 
year from persons requesting research assistance, 
including letters forwarded to us by the Auburn 
Library and the County Clerk's Office. Researching 
these letters is a service we provide and a source of 
revenue for us. But, we need a committee to do the 
work. We have three options: 

Option 1. Appeal to the membership for 
volunteers. Stress the fact that they themselves 
have probably received volunteer research 
assistance from other societies and it is time to 
repay the obligation. 

Option 2. Get the Study group involved by 
assigning letters to them to answer. 

Option 3. Suspend this service. (Shame on us if we 
should have to resort to this!) From January 1997 Board 
Agenda 

This will be opened for discussion at the January 
evening meeting. With four or five committee 
members, each would only have to research and 
answer approximately four or five requests a year.. 
.less then one every two months. . .no extra 
meetings to attend. . .research is on local area... 
no public speaking. . . this is a perfect way to 
support your group. 

Most Pilgrim families owned only one or two 
cups. During a meal, they dipped them in 
the water bucket and passed them around 
the table. Everyone took a drink before 
passing the cup on to the next person. The 
Pilgrims didn't know they were passing 
germs. To them it was good manners. 
Lucille Recht Penner 

Library Genealogy Research Section 
Sign In 

There will soon be a sign in sheet located in the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library. We would like to document how many 
researchers use the facilities. Please sign in. 
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Dues are Due 

Time to Renew Your PCGS Membership 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP... RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

Individual Membership 	  $7.50 
Family Membership 	  $10.00 
Book Fund Contribution 	  

Tracing Your Family Tree. . . How to Begin 	  *$6.00 
Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the Auburn-Placer County Library *$5.00 
Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory 	  *$4.00  
*sales tax included 
Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $.25 each additional book 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 	  
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