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Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Gail Kuihavy 
California 150 Celebration 

March 4, 1997 

Study Group 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Techniques that Work 
Step by Step 

Bring your family charts. Each member will be 
given an individual assignment on what their next 
step should be. 

Heritage Quest Magazine Subscription Fund 
Raiser 
AGLL will donate $5 to PCGS when you subscribe 
to Heritage Quest magazine. To subscribe for one 
year (6 issues), send your name, address and $28 
(payable to PCGS) to Placer County Genealogical 
Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn CA 95604-7385. 
For every subscription PCGS collects, AGLL will 
donate $$$ to our library fund. Please send in your 
order (or give to Barbara Leak at PCGS meetings) 
by April 1. 

VOL. 18 NO. 2 
Your magazine subscription will be delivered 

directly to your mailbox. Heritage Quest contains 
articles on regional and ethnic research, libraries and 
archives, and question and answer columns. If you 
want to look it over first, copies are available on the 
Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn Library. 

Thank You, Research Committee 
Twelve people have volunteered to serve on our 
Research Committee. Thank you Carol Barlow, lo 
Beyer, Darlene Bisham, Tana Etheridge, Frances 
George, Vera Handley, Melinda Herzog Landrith, 
Collette LaRoque-Zetterberg, Juanita Peterson, Mary 
Sayles, Cindy Toffelmier, and Earl Young. These 
people will be helping to answer research inquiries 
received by PCGS. With so many volunteers on the 
committee, each will only have to answer one or two 
letters a year. When it comes to the pursuit of family 
history, it is true that genealogists are the most 
generous and helpful of people. 

OHIO 
Ohio's Division of Vital Statistics has reduced fees 
for uncertified copies of birth (1908-) and death 
(1945-) records to three cents each, plus postage if 
mailed. According to DVS calculations, as many as 
five certificates can be mailed for 32 cents postage. 
Write to Vital Statistics, Ohio Department of Health, 
P.O. Box 15098, Columbus, OH 43215-0098. DVS 
is one of many state and local government offices that 
reduced fees for copies of public records after the 
Ohio Supreme Court ruled in 1994 that no more than 
the actual cost (not to include employee time or labor) 
could be charged. Open records advocates are 
waiting to see if local vital statistics registrars will 
follow the state office's lead. FORUM Vol 8 94 Winter 1996 

FEBRUARY 1997 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the 
Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

February 27, 1997 PCGS evening meeting 7:00 pm 

March 4, 1997 Tuesday 10:00 am to 12:00 
PCGS Study Group at the Beecher Room 

March 26, 1997 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. Checks must be received 
one week prior to the trip. Make payable to G.A.S. 
and mail to Donna VanLone, 11555 Hein Road, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758-9716. For further information 
and location of the five bus pickup(s) call Donna at 
684-2243 or Raipha Crouse at 689-4524. 

March 27, 1997 Thursday 7:00 pm 
Beecher Room PCGS Evening Meeting 
Truckee Records with Marilou West Ficklin 

April 12, 1997 Saturday 8:30 am - 3:45 pm 
ROOT CELLAR presents: Using the Internet in 
Genealogy; Beginner to Advanced with Alan E. 
Mann. Send your name, address and $22.00 before 
April 1" to Root Cellar, P0 Box 265, Citrus Heights 
CA 95611. 

April 13-20, 1997 Fort Wayne Indiana 
Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society 
invites you to come and spend a week at the Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. For 
more information contact- Leora Matranga at (916) 
922-2133. 

April 15, 1997 Tuesday all day 
Get Out of Town Research Trip 
File your tax return early this year because on April 
15 PCGS will be car pooling to the Sierra-Pacific 
Regional Branch of the National Archives in San 
Bruno. The Archives houses federal records 
including immigration, military, and a complete set 
of census records and their indexes. Our tax dollars 
pay for it, so we might as well use it. Details of the 
trip are still being worked out, but we will charge a 
travel fee in the range of $5 to $10 to compensate 

our drivers and may also plan a dinner stop on the 
way home. To get out of town with us, sign up at an 
upcoming PCGS meeting or leave a message for 
Pam Dallas at 774-9236. (Just say "Archives trip" 
and state your name and phone number. If you are 
willing to drive, please state how many passengers 
your car will carry.) 

April 25-26, 1997 Friday and Saturday 
CGS 'S 12th Annual Family History Fair 
"The Golden Gateway to Your Ancestry" John 
Colletta, Ph.D. will be the keynote speaker. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, San Francisco. Friday 
12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 

May 7-10, 1997 National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States, will be at Valley Forge 
and co-hosted by The Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 

May 16-18, 1997 Join the Cousin Jacks & Cousin 
Jennies in Nevada County, CA for the 6  1annual 
gathering of The California Cornish Cousins. 
Contact Joe Roberts, The California Cornish 
Cousins, 5638 North Alpine Rd, Stockton, CA 
95215. 

May 18-25, 1997 Salt Lake City Research Trip 
The Genealogical Association of Sacramento has 
scheduled a research trip to Salt Lake City, UT at 
Best Western. Cost: single occupancy- $507.50; 
Double occupancy $253.75 each person. $13.00 for 
shuttle and luggage handling from the Salt Lake 
City Airport. Folks to make their own arrangements 
to Salt Lake City. The coordinator for this research 
trip is Donna Van Lone, and she suggests if you fly 
to use Delta or Southwest, and please make your 
own arrangements for a room-mate. For further 
information call Donna Van Lone 916 684-2243 

May 22, 1997 Heritage Quest Magazine with the 
sponsorship of American Genealogical Lending 
Library, will present a Heritage Quest Road Show 
for Placer County Genealogical Society. A unique 
display of books, supplies, forms, and computer 
programs will be available for purchase at this 
seminar! Mr. Meitzler's gregarious approach to 
research is sure to keep you laughing, while learning 
some very valuable tips. 



OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 

At the Auburn Family 
History Center 
(1255 Bell Road, Auburn) 
Lately, things look a little 
different at the Auburn 
Family History Center 
(FHC). For starters, the door 

has been moved. Well, it isn't that they actually 
moved the door, rather a different door is now being 
used to enter the FHC. It is the next door down the 
hail from the one we used to use. In true knee-jerk 
fashion, I'm still trying to get in the old door (which 
is now locked), totally oblivious to the sign that says 
"<= use next door <=." 

Inside the FHC, the microfiche readers have been 
moved. Same readers, same tables, different wall. 
Some of the readers are on a table in front of the 
door we used to use, which is why we are now using 
the door we now use. 

The FHC's two FamilySearch computers have new 
caddyless CD-ROM drives. The CDs have all been 
removed from their caddies (a.k.a. jewel cases) and 
placed in new CD storage units. Before using them 
for the first time, please ask the staff to demonstrate 
their use for you. Incidents of CDs getting mixed 
up, being scratched, left out on tables and inserted 
into floppy disk drives have already occurred. 

The Ancestral File has been updated. Ancestral File 
is the linked database on the computer that shows 
pedigree charts, family group sheets and 
descendancy charts. It now includes information 
submitted through February 1995 and contains 29 
million names. The previous version contained 16 
million names. 

At the Auburn-Placer County Library 
(350 Nevada Street, Auburn) 

- I was very pleased to learn that Karri Samson is 
now working in the reference department at the 
Auburn Library. Karri has worked at the library for 
several years, is an active member of the Placer 
County Historical Society, and has an interest in 
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genealogy. She knows the genealogy collection well 
and has already asked me several questions in an 
attempt to know it better. For us, she is a great 
addition to the reference staff. 

Last month, we added a sign-in register to the 
Genealogy Section. It is on a clipboard located on 
top of the microfiche cabinets. Please sign it 
whenever you are in the Genealogy Section. We are 
trying to determine how many people are using the 
collection and what their area of interest or research 
localities are. During the first three weeks that the 
register was available, 46 people signed. Many of 
them are not members of our society, which tells us 
that there is a lot of interest in genealogy among the 
general public. (Attendance at our "How to Begin" 
seminar this year is another indicator.) 

Let's finish up with a book review. Here is another 
kind of register on the genealogy shelves: 

REGISTER OF FLORIDA CSA PENSION 
APPLICATIONS, by Virgil D. White 
(Waynesboro, TN: National Historical Publishing 
Co., 1989). Some 12,775 applications for pensions 
were filed with the state of Florida by Confederate 
veterans of the Civil War and their widows 
beginning in 1885. The applicants were residents of 
Florida when they applied for their pensions, but 
may have served in Confederate military units from 
any state. The register transcribed here is arranged 
by application number. However, in the back of the 
book are two name indexes—a veteran index and a 
widow index. The indexes cross reference the 
names to the application numbers. A typical entry in 
the register gives you the application number, 
veteran's name, widow's name (if applicable), 
military unit or state from which the veteran served, 
Florida county of residence, date of application, and 
number of pages in the pension application file. The 
actual files are available from the Florida State 
Archives (address is given in the book's 
introduction) and on microfilm at the Family 
History Library (and through the Auburn Family 
History Center). These files contain additional 
information and may tell you the veteran's date and 
place of birth, date and place of marriage, and 
widow's maiden name. (Call #R 929.3759 Whi 
Geneal) 
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PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME 
YOU USE THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN 

AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY. 

Welcome New Members 
#490 Earl & Ann Young 	  346-2360 

450 Gladycon Rd #47, Colfax, CA 95713 
#491 Dora Lee Witt 	  272-3850 

12415 Jones Bar Rd, Nevada City, CA 95959 
#492 Jennifer Lee Miller 	  885-9052 

P0 Box 6613, Auburn, CA 95604 
#493 Carol Boulware 	  823-5776 

3380 Sweetwater Tn, Cool, CA 95614 
#494 Brad T. Deem 	  663-3202 

400 Gold Hill Rd, Newcastle, CA 95658 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County Genealogical 
Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	Barbara Leak 	  652-7554 
V President 	Pam Dallas 	  791-7425 
R Secretary 	Louise Pilger 	  823-1581 
C Secretary 
Treasurer 	Eunice Roberts 	  823-3470 
Registrar 	Marilyn Larson 	  268-1091 
Librarian 	Barbara Leak 	  652-7554 
Editor Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Historian 	Jean Shenk 	  823-7370 
Sales 	Beverly & Leonard Russell 	 887-8941 
Hospitality 	Mary Ann Unruh 	  652-0963 

Web Site 	Jerry Unruh 
http://www.webcom.com/gunruhlpcgs.html  

Radio Show Canceled 

You will be disappointed to hear that Jim and 
Melinda's Genealogical & Historical Radio 
Program has been canceled by KAHI 950 AM. If 
you would like it reinstated, it might be worthwhile 
to write a letter to Mr. Bob Nathan, do KAHI, 1230 
High Street, Auburn, CA 95603. 

Seminar Report 

In spite of pouring rains and flooded roads, our annua', 
"How to Begin" seminar on January 25 drew a record 
attendance of 68 people. Who are all these people? 
Approximately 25% of those in attendance were PCGS 
members, 75% are not (yet) members. They came from 
II different Placer County communities, 3 Nevada 
County communities, and 4 Sacramento County 
communities. They came alone, with friends, with 
spouses, and with parents (or with children, depending 
on how you look at it). Most were complete beginners, 
some had a few years of research experience, and at 
least two have been genealogists for 20+ years. Who 
says our seminar is for beginners only? 

The feedback has been great. One lady commented that 
she has attended the seminar three times and stills learns 
something new each year. Another said this was the first 
class she had been to where setting up a filing system 
was taught. A gentlemen new to our community, but 
with many years of research experience, came just for 
the fun of it—and picked up a new research tip. We 
received many compliments on our teaching staff (and 
well they deserve it!) for their knowledge, their 
presentation and their enthusiasm. But my favorite 
comment was a simple "this is so interesting." I couIdrur 
agree more. 

Many thanks go to the following members of PCGS: 
To Pam Gissy, who handled the publicity: Pam, 

I don't know what you put in those press releases, but it 
sure worked. 

To speakers Pam Dallas, Marguerite McCurry, 
Jerry Lenzinger and June Schlager. Smarts, wit, charm, 
poise, aplomb and humor are their signature talents. 

To Leonard and Beverly Russell. They did a 
land office business at the supply table. 

To Mary Collins, Mattie McAllister and Louise 
Pilger. These dependable ladies handled the registration 
table without a hitch. 

To Joyce Fast, who willingly volunteered to 
help serve refreshments. 

To the several people who pitched in to stack 
chairs and clean up at the end of the day. I didn't even 
ask, you just did it. If  try to list names, I'll miss 
someone, but I did notice your efforts and much 
appreciated them. 

And thanks also to those of you who offered to 
help and were turned down. It was quite a novel 
experience to have more volunteers than I needed. 

Let's do it again next year. 
—Barbara Leak, Seminar Chairperson— 



A SPECIAL OFFER FROM THE 
#1 MAGAZINE FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

Order a Subsription 14ncely. 
MAGAZINE 

and help your society at the same time 

Ancestry will contribute $5 
$ 10.or$15   to your society for 

each 12,  OR 3 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 

This full-color, bimonthly publication 
represents the pinnacle of genealogi-
cal magazines. In it's fourth year, 
Ancestry magazine is bigger and bet-

ter than ever. It's packed 
with how-to articles, 
ideas, and tips about 
resources and methodol-
ogy from recognized 
leaders in the field of 
genealogy. Every page of 
this fine magazine is illus-
trated with the docu-
ments, sites, and scenery 
that make family history 
come alive. 

Ancestry magazine order form 

Name: 

Address: 

o 1 year $21 (Ancestry will 
contribute $5 to your society) 

o 2 years $38 (Ancestry will 
contribute $10 to your society( 

o 3 years $54 (Ancestry will 
contribute $15 to your society) 

Make check payable to your sorietV 
and return this form with 
payment to your Soceb' 
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Ancestry Magazine Subscription Fund Raiser 
Ancestry Publishing will donate $5 or more to PCGS when 
you subscribe to Ancestry magazine. Just fill out the order 
form printed in this newsletter and mail it with your check 
(payable to PCGS) to Placer County Genealogical Society, 
P0 Box 7385, Auburn CA 95604-7385. For every 
subscription PCGS collects, Ancestry will donate $$$ to 
our library fund. Please send in your order (or give to 
Barbara Leak at PCGS meetings) by April 1. 

Your magazine subscription will be 
delivered directly to your mailbox. Ancestry 
contains articles on research methodology, 
documents and record sources, libraries and 
archives. If you want to look it over first, 
copies are available in the periodicals box on 
the Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn Library. 

Time to Renew Your PCGS Membership 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP... RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 
	

LAST 
	

(MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

Individual Membership 	  $7.50 
Family Membership 	  $10.00 
Book Fund Contribution 	  

Tracing Your Family Tree. .. How to Begin 	  *$600 
Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the Auburn-Placer County Library *$5.00 
Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory 	  *$400 
*sales tax included 
Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $.25 each additional book 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 	  

'4 
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Broadcast Schedule for Ancestors on KVIE Channel 6 

Episode 5 	Wed., Feb. 5 9:30 pm Libraries and Archives 

Episode 6 	Wed., Feb. 12 9:30 pm Census and Military Records 

Episode 7 	Wed., Feb. 19 9:30 pm African American Families 

Episode 8 	Wed., Feb. 26 9:30 pm Your Medical Heritage 

Episode 9 	Wed., Mar. 5 9:30 pm High Tech Help 

Episode 10 Wed., Mar. 12 9:30 pm Leaving a Legacy 

Please refer to your local television listings as the program times could change. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 95604-7385 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
RCA 95878 

PERMIT NO.98 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

 


