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March 27, 1997 	 Placer County Archives Task Force 

Evening Meeting 7:00 pm, Thursday 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Marilou West Ficklin 
TRUCKEE RECORDS 

April 1, 1997 

Study Group 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Beecher Room 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Techniques that Work 
Step by Step 

Bring your family charts. Each member will be 
given an individual assignment on what their next 
step should be. 

Ancestors-The Book 
"A Beginner's guide To Family History & 

Genealogy" 

The book was written by Jim and Terry Willard 
with assistance from Jane Wilson. It contains ten 
chapters, corresponding to the episodes on the 
series. It has a cover price of $16.00, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Press. ISBN 0-395-85410-5 

PCGS member Cindy Toffelmier has been appointed to 
represent PCGS on the Placer County Archives Task 
Force. 

Jerry Rouillard, Director of the Placer County Department 
of Museums, attended our January meeting to announce 
that on February 15, 1997, administration of the Placer 
County Archives would transfer from the Records 
Management Section of the Placer County Administration 
Department to the Department of Museums. The 
Department of Museums is now responsible for staffing 
and managing the Archives which is located at 11459 F 
Avenue, DeWitt Center, Auburn. 

Jerry has organized a task force to review records and 
procedures at the Archives and recommend changes to 
improve the Archives' holdings and services. Because he 
wants input from the people who use the Archives, i.e. 
researchers, he specifically asked for a member of the 
genealogy society to be on the task force. 

We are pleased to announce that Cindy Toffelmier has 
accepted the position. Cindy has been a member of PCGS 
for more than ten years, has been a volunteer at the 
Auburn Family History Center for nine years, and is 
experienced in California research and records sources. 
She is very well qualified to represent us. 

The Placer County Archives houses historical county 
documents including early probate files, land records, 
court records, records of the board of supervisors, 
assessors records, coroners records, early maps, 
newspapers, great registers, and a variety of other sources 
of interest to historians, genealogists and other 
researchers. 

Thank you Cindy for accepting this important role and 
thank you Jerry for recognizing and acknowledging the 
interests of genealogists. Barbara Leak 
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March 12, 1997 KITT's Index for Nevada Co 
Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the 
Nevada Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

March 26, 1997 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. Checks must be received 
one week prior to the trip. Make payable to G.A.S. 
and mail to Donna VanLone, 11555 Hein Road, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758-9716. For further information 
and location of the five bus pickup(s) call Donna at 
684-2243 or Raipha Crouse at 689-4524. 

March 27, 1997 Thursday 7:00 pm 
Beecher Room PCGS Evening Meeting 
Truckee Records with Marilou West Ficklin 

April 1, 1997 Tuesday 10:00 am to 12:00 PCGS 
Study Group at the Beecher Room 

April 12, 1997 Saturday 8:30 am - 3:45 pm 
ROOT CELLAR presents: Using the Internet in 
Genealogy; Beginner to Advanced with Alan E. 
Mann. Send your name, address and $22.00 before 
April 1St  to Root Cellar, P0 Box 265, Citrus Heights 
CA 95611. 

April 13-20,1997 Fort Wayne Indiana 
Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society 
invites you to come and spend a week at the Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. For 
more information contact- Leora Matranga at (916) 
922-2133. 

April 15, 1997 Tuesday all day 
"Get Out of Town" Research Trip to the 
National Archives, San Bruno 
Interest in our car pool trip to the Federal Archives, 
planned for April 15, has been greater than 
expected. The Archives limits us to bringing only 
fifteen people. More than that have already signed 
up for the trip. Any additional sign-ups received 
will be held on stand-by in case of cancellations. If 
this trip is successful, we will be planning more 
research trips in the future. 

April 19, 1997 Saturday 9 a.m to 4:30 p.m. 
Germanic Genealogy with Trudy Schenk 
Sponsored by The Sacramento German Genealogy 
Society. Pre-registration is $18 for non-members, 
$30.00 non-member couples. At the Door, $20.00 
per person. Contact John Movius. P0 Box 4327, 
Davis CA 95617-4327, 916 753-3206 

April 25-26, 1997 Friday and Saturday 
CGS's 12th Annual Family History Fair 
"The Golden Gateway to Your Ancestry" John 
Colletta, Ph.D. will be the keynote speaker. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, San Francisco. Friday 
12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 

May 7-10, 1997 National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States, will be at Valley Forge 
and co-hosted by The Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 

May 16-18, 1997 Join the Cousin Jacks & Cousin 
Jennies in Nevada County, CA for the 6th  annual 
gathering of The California Cornish Cousins. 
Contact Joe Roberts, The California Cornish 
Cousins, 5638 North Alpine Rd, Stockton, CA 
95215. 

May 18-25, 1997 Salt Lake City Research Trip 
The Genealogical Association of Sacramento has 
scheduled a research trip to Salt Lake City, UT at 
Best Western. Cost: single occupancy- $507.50; 
Double occupancy $253.75 each person. $13.00 for 
shuttle and luggage handling from the Salt Lake 
City Airport. Folks to make their own arrangements 
to Salt Lake City. The coordinator for this research 
trip is Donna Van Lone, and she suggests if you fly 
to use Delta or Southwest, and please make your 
own arrangements for a room-mate. For further 
information call Donna Van Lone 916 684-2243 

May 22, 1997 Heritage Quest Road Show 
Mr. Meitzler will speak on two topics; Armchair 
Genealogy (for the beginner and intermediate 
researcher) and Tax Records to Establish 
Relationships for the advanced researcher. If 100 
people attend, our society will receive a complete 
microfiche set of back issues of Heritage Quest 
Magazine. Mark you calendar and bring a friend! 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 

New at the Auburn Family 
History Center 
(1255 Bell Road, Auburn) 
A new loan schedule for 
borrowing microfilm from the 
Family History Library took 
effect on March 1, 1997. The 

new loan terms and fees are as follows: 
Loan Term * 

Short term loan 7 weeks 
First renewal 	additional 60 days 
Second renewal indefinite status 

* These loan terms are from the time the film leaves 
Salt Lake City to the time it arrives back in Salt 
Lake City. The actual time the film remains at the 
FHC will be less. 

This change comes from the Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City, so it should effect all family 
history centers, not just Auburn. It is the first change 
in loan fees since December 1987. 

New in the Auburn Library 
(350 Nevada Street, Auburn) 
Three books, all by the same author, are now on the 
Genealogy Shelves to help those of us who have 
misplaced our migrating Kentucky ancestors. 

KENTUCKIANS IN OHIO AND INDIANA, by 
Stuart Seely Sprague (Baltimore, MD: Gen. Pub. 
Co., 1986)—Call #R 929.3769 Spr, 
and 
KENTUCKIANS IN ILLINOIS, by Stuart Seely 
Sprague (Baltimore, MD: Gen. Pub. Co., 
1987)—Call #R 929.3769 Spr, 
and 
KENTUCKIANS IN MISSOURI, Including Many 
Who Migrated By Way of Ohio, Indiana, or 
Illinois, by Stuart Seely Sprague (Baltimore, MD: 
Gen. Pub. Co., 1989)—Call #R929.3778 Spr. 

In the foreword to two of his books, Stuart Sprague 
writes, "Kentucky was a classic breeder state, 
sending her children to newly opened areas where it 
was believed their prospects would be brighter. So 

pronounced was this propensity to move that in the 
antebellum period nearly one-third of all native born 
Kentuckians were living out of the state ... Doubtless 
many of those who moved were of the proverbial 
rolling-stone variety and put down shallow roots in 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, or Missouri, and finally 
ended their days farther west." 

Information abstracted in these three books comes 
from biographical sketches printed in about 400 
county histories and county atlases for Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. To identify 
individuals, the following information is included to 
the extent it is given in the original source: 
birthdate, name of biographee, names and birth 
information of parents, county of residence, date of 
migration, and a source code and page number. A 
list of sources is given at the front of each book. 
Full name indexes are at the end of each book. 

If you find an ancestor listed in one of these books, 
you will want to obtain a copy of his or her 
biographical sketch. To do so, you will need to 
locate a copy of the source (county history or atlas) 
in which it was published. Here are some possible 
ways to accomplish that: 

(1) Check the Family History Library Catalog 
(FHLC) on microfiche at either the Auburn Family 
History Center (FHC) or the Auburn-Placer County 
Library (Auburn Library). If the Family History 
Library (in Salt Lake City) has the book and it has 
been filmed, you can borrow it through the FHC. If 
it has not been filmed, you can send for photocopies 
of the pages you want using a photoduplication 
order form. Ask for this form at the FHC. 

(2) Check the Sutro Library Shelf List on 
microfiche at either the FHC or the Auburn Library 
and the Sutro Library Shelf List Updates in 
binders at the Auburn Library. If Sutro Library (in 
San Francisco) has the book, you can try ordering it 
on inter-library loan. Place your inter-library loan 
order with the reference librarian at the Auburn 
Library. 

(3) Check the American Genealogical Lending 
Library (AGLL) Catalog on microfiche at the 
Auburn Library. They may have the book you want 

Fee  
$3.50 
$3.25 
$3.25 
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on microfiche, particularly if you are looking for an 
Indiana county history. If AGLL has it, you can 
borrow it through the Placer County Genealogical 
Society's AGLL membership. Contact Pam Gissy, 
our AGLL loan chairperson. 

(4) Write to the state library of the state to which the 
book pertains. Ask if they have the book and if they 
will send you copies of the pages you want. Don't 
forget to enclose an SASE (self-addressed, stamped 
envelope) and offer to pay for the cost of the copies. 
(The Indiana State Library will bill you.) You can 
find the addresses of state libraries in several places 
including Everton 's Handy Book for Genealogists, 
Ancestry's Red Book, and The Genealogist's 
Address Book, all in the Auburn Library. 

(5) Write to the Allen County Public Library, PO 
Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 46801. They have an 
extensive collection of county histories in their 
genealogy department. Ask if they have the book 
and will send you copies of the pages you want. 
Remember to send an SASE and payment for the 
copies. 

(6) Write to the reference librarian of the public 
library in the county to which the book pertains. 
Ask if they have the book and will send you copies 
of the pages you want. Remember the SASE and 
enclose a dollar or two to pay for the copies. Look 
in The Genealogist's Address Book for addresses of 
county libraries. 

If, after trying all six of these suggestions, you have 
not located the book, give up. No—just kidding! 
There are still other libraries to check, like the 
Library of Congress. Or have the reference 
librarians at the Auburn Library conduct a search for 
the book for you. They can do this on their 
computer. 

Actually, any one of a number of the above options 
will probably bring you success. The point is that 
there is usually more than one way to obtain a book 
or document or information you seek. 

One more bit of advice in regard to using the three 
Kentuckians In... books—and this is important... 
The author Stuart Sprague writes, "Kentuckians in 
Ohio and Indiana [or... in Illinois, or ... in Missouri] 

is intended to be of use primarily to genealogists 
seeking ancestors from Indiana or Ohio [or 

.Illinois, or . . .Missouri] of Kentucky descent. 
However, it will also prove useful to those seeking 
ancestors of Kentuckians who never left the 	w 
Commonwealth. The trick is to work through the 
siblings who did." Emphasis added! 

PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME 
YOU USE THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN 

AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY. 
1 -09680 	- 

Welcome New Members 
#495 Nancy McClellan 	  273-4421 

P.O. Box 698, Chicago Park CA 95712-0698 
#496 Susan Miller 	  885-6100 

2280 Grass Valley Hwy #284 Auburn CA 95603 
#497 Deborah Frias 	  888-6618 

12406 Divot Ln Auburn, CA 95603 
#498 Joan M. Kennedy 	 406 442-5486 

1106 N. Washington St, Helena MT 59601 
#499 Ramona Lee Wright 	 367-4445 

5915 Pelm Ln, Foresthill CA 95631 
#500 Frank W. Schrniedel 	  3 67-44 - 

5915 PeIm Ln, Foresthill CA 95631 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County Genealogical 
Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	Barbara Leak, acting 	 652-7554 
V President 	Pam Dallas 	  791-7425 
R Secretary 	Louise Pilger 	  823-1581 
C Secretary 	Louise Pilger, acting 	 823-1581 
Treasurer 	Eunice Roberts 	  823-3470 
Registrar 	Marilyn Larson 	  268-1091 
Librarian 	Barbara Leak 	  652-7554 
Editor 	Pam Gissy 	  885-2695 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Archives Task 
Force 	Cindy Toffelmier 	 888-0245 
Council Rep 	Pam Gissy 	

 
885-2695 

Historian 	Jean Shenk 	
 

823-7370 
Beverly & Leonard Russell 	

 
887-8941 

Mary Ann Unruh 	
 
652-0963 

Mildred Mathis 
	

663-4456 
Jerry Unruh 
http://www.webcom.comIgunruh/pcgs.htr'  

Sales 
Hospitality 
New Member 
Mailings 
Web Site 
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PCGS Officer Appointments 
The election of officers held at our November 1996 
meeting left two vacancies on the PCGS Board of 
Directors for 1997—president and corresponding 
secretary. At the January PCGS Board meeting, the 
Board appointed Barbara Leak to serve as acting 
president. Barbara is also our Librarian and has agreed 
to serve as president through June 1997 only. Recording 
Secretary Louise Pilger has agreed to see to the duties of 
corresponding secretary until that vacancy can be filled. 
Members, please remember that PCGS is a volunteer 
organization. The duties of each individual office are 
easy to handle. But when one person must fill two 
positions, it is both double the work and unfair to our 
volunteers. Please consider what you can do to serve 
your society. If you can serve on the Board, please call 
Barbara at 652-7554. 

Filby References: 

If you discover a reference to your family in Filby's 
Passenger and Immigration lists Index, it is possible to 
get a copy of the original source. The Burton Historical 
Collection at the Detroit Public Library, 5201 
Woodward Ave, Detroit MI 48202, maintains all sources 
indexed in Filby's. 

You must cite the source number. They charge $2.00 
postage and handling plus 20 cents per page copied. Jots 
from the Point Nov 1996 via Stanislaus Researcher Jan 1997 

Deciphering Old Handwriting 
From a course taught by Sabina J. Murray 

Not only have our words and their meanings changed 
throughout the years, the way we form the letters have 
too. In order to get the most information from the 
records that are available, we have to decipher these 
records and put meaning into the symbols we see on the 
old documents or papers that we find. As we read old 
Bible, census, courthouse, archive and Church records to 
obtain the names, places and dates, often we are unclear 
at the words before us. Also, the further back we go - 
the harder it is to read. An important note to remember 
is that much of the writing is "phonetic." They wrote 
the name the best that they could by how it sounded. 
These on-line tutorial will help you understand these old 
records better. http://www.firstct.comlfvloldhand.html  

By-Law Article 3 Section 9 Paragraph 3; 
"failure to pay dues terminates 

membership on April 1" 

Time to Renew Your PCGS Membership 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP... RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 	 LAST 
	

(MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

Individual Membership 	  $7.50 
Family Membership 	  $10.00 
Book Fund Contribution 	  

Tracing Your Family Tree.. . How to Begin 	  *$6.00 
Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the Auburn-Placer County Library 	 *$5.00 
Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory 	  *$4.00 
*sales tax included 
Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $.25 each additional book 	  
TOTAL ENCLOSED 	  
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California Vital Records Legislation Update 

California Assembly member Grace Napolitano has reintroduced her vital records bill for the 1997-1998 
legislative session. The purpose of the new bill, designated AB 192, is to make California vital records more 
secure and reduce fraudulent use and counterfeiting of the records. Last year a similar bill, AB 161, almost mac. 
it into law, but was killed by a small group of opponents on the last day of the legislative session. (See Placer 
Trails, September 1996, for a full report.) While AB 192 is not exactly the same as AB 161, it still allows 
researchers to have access to California vital records and to obtain non-certified copies stamped "Not Valid for 
ID." We need to emphasize that AB192 allows researchers to retain access to the records. This bill does not 
close California vital records. Genealogists should support AB192. Sacramento genealogist, Iris Carter Jones 
has been working with Ms Napolitano's office for more than two years protecting our interest in the records. Iris 
represents both the Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento Valley (of which PCGS is a member) and 
the California State Genealogical Alliance. Her detailed reports on this issue appear in the Council News 
Coordinator, the Council's newsletter, which is available in the "New Arrivals" periodical box in the Genealogy 
Section of the Auburn Library. Barbara Leak 
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