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Because of the Thanksgiving Holiday our November 
meeting will be held on the third Thursday 

November 20th 
at the Auburn- Placer County Library located on 350 

Nevada Street in Auburn. 
7:00 pm in the Beecher Room 
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January 6th- Day Study Group 
The next Day Study Group will be in the 
Beecher Room at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library on January 6th,  10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon. 

PLACER TRAILS 
GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

Annual Meeting 
Election of Officers and Directors 

The annual meeting will be held for the purpose of 
electing the Officers and Board of Directors for the 
1998 year and to hear the annual reports of the officers 
and committees for 1997. 

Nominees for the Board of Directors are President: 
Barbara Leak, Past President: Pamela Dallas. 
Treasurer: Eunice Roberts, Registrar: Marilyn Larson, 
Director: Pamela Gissy. We are seeking nominees for 
the positions of Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary and Director. Please help 
your Society by agreeing to serve on the Board when 
asked. 

Don't miss this meeting to hear about our progress in 
obtaining more genealogy shelf space in the library. 
(Yes, something is finally happening!) Don't miss this 
meeting to learn about big changes being considered by 
the Board regarding our research policy. And, don't 
miss our guest speaker. 

Jerry Rouillard 
Placer County Director of Museums 

Update on the Placer County Archives 
In January, administration of the Placer County 
Archives was transferred to the Department of 
Museums. For most of this year, the Archives has 
been open by appointment only while undergoing 
reorganization. Jerry Roulliard will give us an update 
on the progress and changes being made. 

Holidays 
Placer County Genealogical Society will not 
have a newsletter, board meeting, day meeting 
or evening meeting during the month of 
December. 

Family History Center on Bell Road 
will be closed: 
November 24-28, 1997 
December 22, 1997-January 2, 1998 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
will be closed: 
November 11, 1997 
November 27 and 28, 1997 
December 25, 1997 
January 1, 1998 

1998 Dues 
The annual dues for Placer County 
Genealogical Society membership are due on 
the first day of January. $7.50 per individual 
or $10.00 per family. 

Annual dues paid by new members joining on 
or after the first day of October are applied to 
the following year. 

Area Code 916 or 530? 
Effective November 1St  many Placer County 
residents will have a new area code. Please let 
the registrar know which area code you have. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada 
Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

November 20, 1997, Thursday evening 7:00 pm 
Placer County Genealogical Society 
Annual Meeting then speaker Jerry Rouillard 

January 6, 1998, Tuesday morning 10:00 am - Noon 
Placer County Genealogical Society 
Day Study Group 

February 25, 1998 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. For reservations call Ralpha 
Crouse 916-689-4524 or Donna Van Lone 916 684-
2243. Checks must be received one week prior to the 
trip. Make payable to G.A.S. and mail to Ralpha 
Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento CA 95828 

March 21, 1998, Saturday The Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society presents Sandra Hargreaves 
Luebking co-editor of "The Source". "Patterns and 
Process in Genealogy" 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Watch for 
flyers or contact Natalie Gehl, Program Registrant, 
5321 Santa Teresa Ave., Santa Rose, Ca 95409. 

Spanish Surnames 
Unless you understand the system for writing Spanish 
surnames, you may have difficulty tracing a person 
with Spanish ancestry. A person uses the father's 
surname, but they may add the mother's surname too. 
For example, "Maria Garcia y Soler" means Maria's 
father's surname is Garcia and (y) her mother's 
surname is Soler. Her unmarried brother would be 
"Jose Garcia y Soler". After marriage he would 
probably not use his mother's surname. A married 
woman uses her maiden name, followed by her 
husband's surname— "Maria Garcia de (property of) 
Menzel". She could also write her name as "Maria 
Garcia y Soler de Menzel". 
Rabbit Tracks Fall 1996 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 
area code changed to 530 on November 1st 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President acting 	  Barbara Leak 
V President 	  Pam Dallas 
P President 	  June Schiager 
R Secretary 	  Louise Pilger 
C Secretary acting 	  Louise Pilger 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Barbara Leak 
Director   Pam Gissy 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Archives Task Force 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Editor 	  Pam Gissy 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	  
New Member Mailings 	  Mildred Mathis 
Programs 	  Pam Dallas 
Research 	  Barbara Leak- 

	

Sales 	
eak

Sales 	 Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Ur 

http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.htn-d  

New Members 
We cordially greet the following new members 
and wish them every success in all their 
genealogical efforts. 

#515 Richard C. and Bernell Jones 
5910 Happy Pines Dr, Foresthill CA 
95631-9634 

#516 Joyce B. House 
2380 Andregg Road, Auburn CA 95603 
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Cite this Book on Your Christmas List 
Ordinarily, in this column I only review books that are 
in the library. However, this time I am making an 
exception for an extraordinary book, Evidence! 
Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian, by 
Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS 
(Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997). 
This book does not belong on the library shelves; it 
belongs at home, close at hand on top ofyour desk or 
next to your computer. Here's why... 

What is it that we all know we are supposed to do, but 
can't quite figure out exactly how we are supposed to 
do it? Cite our sources. In this slim volume, Ms Mills 
helps us solve the mystery. 

She begins with "Fundamentals of Citation," giving 
us thirteen guidelines for documenting our sources. 
She tells us what needs to be documented, why and 
how. 

Next, she covers "Fundamentals of Analysis," giving 
us thirteen guidelines for analyzing and evaluating our 
evidence. We all have encountered records with 
"wrong" information, so we all understand the need to 
judge the reliability of every piece of information we 
find. These guidelines help us to be betterjudges. 

Then comes "Citation Formats," in which Ms Mills 
gives us basic rules for writing our source citations, 
followed by specific examples of citations for over 
300 different types of sources. Examples of both 

- footnote and bibliographic entries are given. (Yes, 
they are different.) She covers both primary and 
secondary sources, including, 
0 	sources published on paper, such as books and 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

The Auburn Family History 
Center will be closed the 
week of Thanksgiving, Nov. 
23-29, and the two weeks of 
Christmas and New Years, 
Dec. 21, 1997, - Jan. 3, 1998. 

journals; 
• sources published in microform, such as the 

IGI, or National Archives and Family History 
Library microfilms; 

• sources published on CD-ROM, such as the 
Ancestral File and Family Tree Maker's 
Family Finder database; 

• sources published in electronic format, such 
as E-mail messages and Web sites; 

• unpublished sources, such as original 
manuscripts, vital certificates, family bibles, 
photographs, deeds, church records, etc. 

Finally, she presents an example of a fully 
documented family group sheet and a fully 
documented pedigree chart. (Yes, we are supposed to 
cite our sources on our pedigree charts, too.) 

If there is a source that genealogists use that is not 
covered in this book, I have not figured out what it is 
yet. If you have questions about how to cite your 
sources, this book answers them. Whether you are 
keeping handwritten charts on paper or using a 
genealogy computer program, this book will help 
you document your work correctly. 

Evidence! Citation & A nalysis for the Family 
Historian lists for $16.95 and is available from 
Genealogical Publishing Co. (tel. 1-800-296-6687) 
and other genealogical book vendors. Place it at the 
top ofyour Christmas wish list. 

PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME 
YOU USE THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN 

AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY. 

PCGS Has Voice Mail 
530 887-2646 
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Family & Bible Reunited 
Submitted by Barbara Leak, PCGS Research Chairman. 

When Betty Summers of Fort Collins, Colorado, joined 
PCGS in May of this year, she had no idea what kind 
of pay off was in store for her. Betty wrote to us, "I am 
researching an early California family named 
McCULLOCH who arrived by wagon train circa late 
1853/early 1854. My grandfather was born Oct. 1854 
'in California' and I have determined that it was 
northern California, probably in the gold fields area of 
Placer County." 

In September, PCGS received a letter from Lucille 
Nolan of Roseville, Michigan, stating that she 
possessed a bible apparently owned by the family of 
Geo. W. McCULLOCK of Dutch Flat. Information in 
the bible included names and birth dates for George's 
wife and six daughters. Lucille was attempting to return 
the bible to a McCullock family descendant. She 
wrote, "I feel that somewhere there are descendants 
interested in this and would like to have this Bible. 
.So this is my first step in trying to locate anyone of the 
family." 

When PCGS Research Chairman, Barbara Leak 
received Lucille s letter she forwarded a copy to Betty 
"on the chance that [the bible] is connected to your 
family." 

In October, Barbara received a reply from a very happy 
Betty Summers. The George W. McCulloch/McCullock 
to whom the bible belonged was a brother to Betty's 
great grandfather! 

Two lessons are embedded in this story. 
1. Join the genealogy societies in your research 

localities and publicize your surnames there via 
whatever means they offer—newsletter queries, 
surname indexes, family files, etc. 

2. Be persistent; never give up. Betty has been 
researching the McCulloch family for over 20 
years. She never dreamed, after all this time, that a 
family bible would surface from out of the blue. 

Genealogy: 
Samuel McCulloch and wife Mary Leonard had five sons: 
1. Samuel (Betty's ancestor, homesteaded in Mendocino Co. circa 1858) 
2. John Leonard (remained in Indiana) 
3. James (apparently lived in or near Placer Co.) 
4. Thomas (died young) 
5. George (born 1820, resided Dutch Flat, Placer Co., died Placerville, El 

Dorado Co.) 

Thoughts by Richard Koontz 
from internet newsgroup 
What follows is not "fact", but is simply my 
observations of language patterns in one part of 
America in the 1700's. 

In America, we went through a series of spelling 
transformations. In the early 1700's you will find 
many CUNTZ families coming in. Then, as the 
Germans outnumbered the Englanders, they were 
recorded more and more frequently as KUNTZ or 
KUNZ. 

In Maryland, they frequently were recorded as 
COUNCE. This reflects the earlier "C", with an 
Catholized (pardon me) addendum. Or, if their 
name carried an umlaut, the locals heard it clearly 
as KEENS, or KEENCE. And, since the locals 
were the ones wielding the pen at the county 
recorder, that is the name that stuck. 

Once they headed to the Shenandoah, it either 
became CUNS, or COUNCE in the 1780 time 
frame. 

But by 1800, the German language was becoming 
extinct in the Shenandoah Valley. Only "German' 
Valley" and "Germany" itself (Brock's Gap, in the 
western part of Rockingham County) retained so 
much German-ness that it persisted strongly. For 
the rest, you got pockets of Germans living near 
each other, surrounded and intermingled with Irish, 
English, Scotch, and many other first-or second-
generation colonials. I mean, Americans. 

By 1800, these COUNCE families were now 
KOONTZ, almost without exception. 

In 1790 the great migration to Kentucky and 
Tennessee hit a high point, and anyone in that 
region knows how to spell the name. There, it is 
COONS or KOONCE. 

In 1790-1800, in our family at least, the family 
split. The old line Germans tried to keep what they 
knew: COUNCE or KOONTZ. But the kids, who 
were no longer even attending German-speaking 
Lutheran services, chose COUNTS and COONTZ. 

After 1800, the great age of creativity drew to a 
close. Looking backward, we are astounded that 
things were so very different then. 
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Computer/Internet News 
Ancestry's Maps Online 
Ancestry Incorporated has announced that they are 
adding 3 maps every working day to their Web site. 
These maps will be available for free for 30 days, after 
which they will be moved to the subscription area. 
Recent additions to their collection of online maps 
include: 

Greece circa 1450 Bc 
The Assyrian Empire, 750-625 BC 
Massachusetts Bay, 1630-1642 
French Louisiana, 1699-1763 
Boston, 1775-1776 
Original Surveying, 1785( Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Ohio) 
Chesapeake Region, War of 1812 
To view these maps, go to: 
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/maps.asp  
and look under the free maps section of the page. 
The two internet articles are from Eastman's Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyright 1997 by Richard W. Eastman and 
Ancestry, Inc. They are re-published here with the permission of 
the author. 

Luxembourg Gazetteer Online 
A new Gazetteer of Luxembourg villages and towns 
is now available on the World Wide Web. Due to 
its location on the French-German language 
frontier, Luxembourg place names have the 
peculiarity of having sometimes 3 different versions 
according to the French, German or Luxembourgish 
languages used. This can be very confusing to 
genealogists who discover a Luxembourg place 
name in a record but cannot find that name on the 
Luxembourg map. In fact, a reference may be in 
one language while the map shows the spelling as 
used in a different language. 

The online gazetteer has alphabetical lists of place 
names presented in three different language series, 
each giving the corresponding version in the two 
other languages. Moreover, it supplies the name of 
the municipality these villages administratively 
belong to. A map showing municipal boundaries is 
also available at the site. 

For more information, look at the "Institut grand-
ducal, Section de linguistique, folklore et de 
toponymin" at: httv://www.i2d-leo.lu/i2d-
leo/onomastics/villages/villages. html 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. . . RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	 FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSES NAME 
	

TELEPHONE INCLUDE AREA CODE 

ADDRESS 

	$ 7.50 Individual Membership 	*Tracing Your Family Tree. . .How to Begin 	out of print until 1998 
	 $10.00 Family Membership 	*Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the 
	Book Fund Contribution 	 Auburn-Placer County Library 	 *$5.00 

*Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory out of print until 1998 
*sales tax included 

$ 	TOTAL ENCLOSED 	Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $25 each additional book 
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