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February 3rd- Day Study Group 
The next Day Study Group will be in the Beecher 
Room at the Auburn-Placer County Library on 
February 3rd, 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 
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Ancestry's Address Rook 
Are you looking for a phone number or address 
to a specific genealogical society or library? 
Ancestry is pleased to announce the upcoming 
release of its latest book, Ancestry's Address 
Book: a Comprehensive List of Addresses of 
Local, State, and Federal Agencies and 
Institutions and Ethnic and Genealogical 
Organizations, compiled by Juliana Szucs 
Smith. Ancestry's Address Book will be 
available for purchase in January 1998. This 
easy-to-use volume contains hundreds of pages 
of vital information not only for genealogists, 
but for everyone with an interest in history. 
Information includes street, mailing, and 
Internet addresses, as well as telephone and fax 
numbers for genealogical and historical 
organizations; libraries, museums and archives; 
and federal, state, regional, local, ethnic, and 
ecclesiastical agencies whose collections 
include materials useful for historical research. 
By pulling all-important sources together, this 
reference tool will save the researcher hours of 
work and trigger bold new research ideas. 
1 800-ANCESTRY 

Genealogy Bulletin 
Keep informed with what's new in the world 

of genealogy-the latest in technology, 
publications, and events. Plus each issue 
contains name-date-place queries. AGLL is 
offering a bulk subscription rate of only $12.00 
annually to society members. To subscribe see 
Beverly Russell at the January 22 d  meeting or 
send a check (made out to PCGS) to Beverly 
Russell, 12586 Out of the Way Place, Auburn 
Ca 95603. The first issue will be March/April 
1998. They are delivered to PCGS and you 
pick up your copy at the evening meeting. 

Post Office Box 7335 

Auburn, California 95604 
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Our January meeting will be held in the Beecher Room 

January 22 1h 

at the Auburn- Placer County Library located on 
350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

7:00 pm 

Migration Trails 
Charles Green 

Charles has lectured and taught classes in Family 
History for many years. He has been involved in 
genealogy research for the past thirty-five years. He 
organizes and produces two all-day seminars a year. 
He is currently the Assistant Director of the 
Sacramento L.D.S. Family History Center. 

1998 Dues 
The annual dues for Placer County Genealogical 
Society membership are due on the first day of January. 
$7.50 per individual or $10.00 per family. 
Annual dues paid by new members joining on or after 
the first day of October are applied to the following 
year. 

Have you picked up you 1997 Genealogy Bulletin(s) 
Contact Beverly Russell at the January meeting. 

Area Code 916 or 530? 
Effective November 1St,  many Placer County residents 
will have a new area code. Please let the registrar know 
which area code you have. 



January 18 	 PLACER TRAILS 
	

2 

Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada 
Co. Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more 
information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

February 25, 1998 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 

The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. For reservations call Raipha 
Crouse 916-689-4524 or Donna Van Lone 916 684-
2243. Checks must be received one week prior to the 
trip. Make payable to G.A.S. and mail to Raipha 
Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento CA 95828 

February 28, 1998, Saturday 
Placer County Genealogical Society Seminar 
Tracing Your Family Tree: How to Begin 

March 21, 1998, Saturday The Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society presents Sandra Hargreaves 
Luebking co-editor of "The Source". "Patterns and 
Process in Genealogy" 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Watch for 
flyers or contact Natalie Gehl, Program Registrant, 
5321 Santa Teresa Ave., Santa Rose, Ca 95409. 

March 27-28, 1998 Friday and Saturday California 
Genealogical Society 
Genealogy Fair in San Francisco 

April 18, 1998, Saturday 
Sacramento LDS Family History Seminar in 
Carmichael 

April 25, 1998, Saturday 
Root cellar's 1998 Seminar "Migration Routes and 
Settlement Patterns, Obscure Genealogical Sources, 
Ohio Genealogical Research" by Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer. 
Location: Citrus Heights Elementary School, 7085 
Auburn Blvd, Citrus Heights, CA. 
Dr. Schweitzer is a well-known author, genealogist and 
lecturer. He is the author of several genealogical 
guidebooks. These books will be available for sale at 
the seminar. 
Pre-registration fee for non-members: $22 before April 

or $24 at the door. Send Pre-registration to: Root 
Cellar-SGS, Po Box 265, Citrus Heights, CA 95611. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 
area code changed to 530 on November 1st 
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Edwin Leak 
Edwin Fieser Leak died January 4, 1998. Ed was a 
member of PCGS. Mr. Leak was a Sacramento 
native, born December 11, 1921. He was a resident 
of the Auburn area his entire life, and was a 
graduate of Placer High School, Class of 1940. He 
graduated from Placer Junior College in 1942 and 
received a commission in the U.S. Navy from 
Annapolis in 1944. Mr. Leak was a farmer in the 
Yuba and Placer counties area for more than 50 
years. Survivors include his wife of 53 years, Lois 
of Loomis; daughters, Janice Thompson, Donna 
Kelly, Kathryn Leupp and Barbara, all of Loomis; 
son, Alan of Loomis; and 10 grandchildren. Our 
condolences to Lois, Barbara and the family. 
Excerptfrom Auburn Journal 

Isabel Hambright 
Wife of member Bill Hambright passed away on 
December 17' 1997 after a short illness. She was 
born on the 21" of March 1928 in Los Angeles, 
CA. Our condolences to Bill and his family. 



OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

Tips for Addressing 
Correspondence 
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Ever wonder why your personal correspondence 
sometimes goes astray, but the post office always 
manages to deliver the bills and junk mail on time? It 
happens because businesses know how to machine 
address their mail in the preferred format that can be 
read by the post office's automated sorting 
equipment. We real people, on the other hand, still 
tend to hand address our letters. And a few of us have 
penmanship that even handwriting experts can't 
decipher! 

It would certainly be a shame if your genealogical 
correspondence got "lost in the mail". So here are 
some tips from the postal service on how to make sure 
your mail gets to where it's going. 

• Print or type the address in plain characters. 
Handwritten (cursive), italic, script, and other 
stylized characters should be avoided. 

• use only capital (upper-case) letters. 
• Do not use any punctuation marks, such as 

commas and periods. 
• Make sure there is sufficient contrast between 

the ink and the paper. Black lettering on white 
paper is preferred. 

• Use standard two letter postal abbreviations 
for the states. 

• Use standard postal abbreviations on the 
delivery address line, too. (Delivery address is 
the street or post office box number). 
Common abbreviations are: APT=apartment; 
AVE=avenue; BLVD=boulevard; BLDG= 
building; CTR= Center; CIR= Circle; CT 
court; DEPT=department; DR= drive; HWY= 
highway; LN=land; RD=road; RM=room; 
RTE=route; ST=street; STE= suite; N=north; 
E=east; S=south; W=west; NE=northeast; 
SE=southeast; SWsouthwest; 
NW'northwest. 

0 	If you use an "attention line," place it as the 

top line of the address, not at the bottom of 
the envelope. 

• Place any non-address information (such as 
stickers and rubber stamp impressions) no 
lower than the top of the delivery address 
line. 

• On foreign correspondence, foreign language 
addresses are okay if the city, province and 
country are also indicated in English. The 
name of the country should appear on the last 
line of the address, in English, and spelled 
out in all capital letters. The foreign postal 
code (zip code), if used, should appear on the 
line above the country. 

• Each line of the address should be flush left. 
Do not center each line. 

• The address should be parallel with the 
length of the envelope. If the address is 
slanted, it may not be machine readable. 

• Write the address within the "read area" 
block by observing the following: 
a)Leave at least V2 inch margins to the left 
and right of the address. 
b)Leave at least a 5/8 inch margin below the 
bottom line of the address. 
c)Position the top line of the address no more 
than 2 3/4 inches up from the bottom of the 
envelope. 

A properly formatted address looks like this: 

MS B LEAK PRES 
PLACER CO GENEALOGICAL SOC 
P0 BOX 7385 
AUBURN CA 95604-7385 

Not like this: 

Placer Co. Genealogical Society 
P. 0. Box 7385 

Auburn, California 95604 
Attention: Ms B. Leak, President 

And finally, it should go without saying.,,. 
• Always affix sufficient postage. 

Compiledfrom information given in the Postal Business 
Companion, published by the U.S. Postal Service. 
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Computer/Internet News 

Universal Calendar Calculator for Windows 
The Universal Calendar Calculator can display and 
convert between 20 different calendars: Julian Day 
Number, Gregorian (New Style), Julian (Old Style), 
Roman-Julian, French Revolution (Original and 
Modified), Hebrew, Islamic, Chinese/Gregorian, 
Hindu Saka, Hindu Vikrama, Hindu Kali Yuga (Solar 
and LuniSolar), Coptic, Ethiopic, Persian, Bahai, 
Mayan Long Count and Thai Suriyakati Calendar. 
It also contains: 
Dates of holidays for the United States, Christian 
(Nicean Rule and Modern), Islamic, Jewish, Chinese, 
Hindu and Bahai. 

Regional date of conversion from the Old Style (Julian) 
to the New Style (Gregorian) for more than 100 
localities. 

Over 90 Medieval European Regional Day Name 
Calendars. These calendars allow you to easily identify 
the specific Julian Calendar day of many Latin day 
names given in Medieval documents. 

The program can calculate dates between 5000 BC and 
5000 AD quite comfortably, It also calculates the 
number of years, months and days between any two 
dates, even if those dates are entered in different 
calendars. In addition, it can be customized for many 
languages. 
It is produced by Cumberland Family Software as 
shareware with a $25.00 (U.S.) Registration fee. 
Www . cf-software. corn 

Massachusetts Historical Images 
What did Boston Harbor look like when great-great-
Grandfather Manfred arrived from Germany? What 
about the school where great-grandmother Elisabeth 
taught before she married? Images such as these can 
help us understand the lives of our ancestors, and are 
wonderful to add to family books, but tracking them 
down can be difficult. That is why we are happy to 
bring you this Views of American collection of over 
4,000 photographs, illustrations, and maps of historic 
Massachusetts, dating from 1750 to 1950. 

This Views of American collection includes images of 
maps, neighborhoods, schools, landmarks, hospitals, 

business districts and more. They are a mix of 
black and white, color, photographs and 
illustrations, but all were professionally done. 
When you find an image that would enhance your 
family books or other documents, you can purchas 
it online and copy it to your computer either 
immediately or at a later date. The images are 
priced from $4.99 to $19.99 each, or for $19.99 
and $29.99 in special image packs. 
Each image is in JPEG format, so they are easy to 
import into Family Tree Maker Scrapbooks or 
image editing programs. The image "thumbnails" 
that you will view are quite small, but once you 
purchase an image, you can copy a full-sized 
version of it to your computer. The full-sized 
pictures are usually between 20 and 50 kb 
compressed (maps are somewhat larger) and will 
take approximately 10 to 25 seconds to copy to 
your computer if you are using a 28.8K modem. 
Check Broderbund's web page 
www.familytreemaker.com/viewam/massachusetts/i  
ndex.html 
The two Internet articles are from Eastman's Online 
Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright 1997 by Richard W. 
Eastman and Ancestry, Inc. They are re-published here with 
the permission of the author, 

Yesterday, 
All those backups seemed a waste of pay. 
Now my database has gone away. 
Oh I believe in yesterday. 

Suddenly, 
There's not half the files there used to be, 
And there's a millstone hanging over me 
The system crashed so suddenly. 

I pushed something wrong 
What it was I could not say. 

Now all my data's gone 
and I long for yesterday-ay-ay-ay. 

Yesterday, 
The need for back-ups seemed so far away. 
I knew my data were all here to stay, 
Now I believe in yesterday. 
Sung to the tune of the old Beatles' song 'Yesterday" 
Internet-author unknown 
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Which War' 
Here is a guide, from the Imperial Polk Genealogical 
Society that might help you determine in which war 
your ancestor may have served. Submitted by Pam Dallas 

If born in 	 War 
1626-1656 	 . Bacon's Rebellion 1676 
1639-1743 	 Intercolonial Wars 1689-1763 
1713-1743 	. . . Pontiac's Rebellion 1763-1765 
1720-1763 	 American Revolution 1775-1783 
1740-1791 .............Indian Wars 1790-1811 
1762-1794 	  War of 1812 1812-1814 
1796-1828 	  Blackhawk War 1832 
1806-1849 	 War Between the States 1861-1865 
1848-1880 	  Spanish American War 1898 

Unmarked Graves 
Many graves are unmarked although references to 
burials can be found in church, county and newspaper 
records. Harold "Sonny" Wells has been successful in 
marking more than 600 graves. Two methods used are 
"witching" and "stomping". Stomping the ground while 
looking straight ahead enables a person to detect 
indentations. It takes the earth more than 300 years 
after it has been disturbed to return to its natural state. 
Witching is scientific, Giselle Fest said, not mystical. 
Digging a grave disturbs the earth and the magnetic 
pole. Walking the area with a copper wire where 
graves are thought to be is a successful method of 
locating them. Excerpt from The Platte County Gazette, MO 
October 22, 1997 

Handfasting 

Early marriage records may be denoted as HF or 
H/F. This stands for "handfast". This was a form 
of announcing the intention of a couple to marry 
without the formal blessing of a preacher. The pair 
would stand before a group of their peers, clasp 
their hands together over their heads and state their 
intentions. Handfasting was good for a year and a 
day, or until the preacher came to perform the 
marriage rites. Any child thus born was legitimate 
and would inherit. From Kentucky Longhunter 

Scottie Jones 
Outerspace, Starship Enterprise 
John Jones was born aboard Starship Enterprise. He 
didn't like going where no man had gone before. 
He convinced Scotty to beam him down over that 
new country called America, and landed in a pond 
somewhere in Fairfax County, VA. After drying 
himself off, he hitched a ride with a passing settler 
and found himself in Kentucky. He was too poor to 
marry and raise a family. He hid out during the 
Revolutionary War. He didn't own any land. He 
skipped out when the tax man came by; and 
otherwise destroyed all evidence of his existence. 
Internet submitted by Marilyn Larson 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.. . RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

TELEPHONE INCLUDE AREA CODE 

ADDRESS 

	$ 7.50 Individual Membership 	'Tracing Your Family Tree. . .How to Begin 	 temporarily out of print 
	 $10.00 Family Membership 	*Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the 
	Book Fund Contribution 	 Auburn-Placer County Library 	*$5.00 

•Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory temporarily out of print 
*sales tax included 

$ 	TOTAL ENCLOSED 	Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $.25 each additional book 
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Shortcut 
Two men were walking home after a party and decided 
to take a shortcut through the cemetery just for laughs. 
Right in the middle of the cemetery they were startled 
by a tap-tap-tapping noise coming from the misty 
shadows. Trembling with fear, they found an old man 
with a hammer and chisel, chipping away at one of the 
headstones. 

"Holy cow, Mister," one of them said after catching his 
breath, "You scared us half to death--we thought you 
were a ghost! What are you doing working here so late 
at night?" 

"Those fools!" the old man grumbled. "They 
misspelled my name!" Internet 

Annual Treasure Report for PCGS 
The annual reports were given at the Annual Meeting 
on November 20. The treasure report is on file and is 
available to members, contact Treasurer Eunice 
Roberts. 

Around the Corner by Henson Towne 
Around the corner I have a friend, 
In this great city that has no end, 
Yet the days go by and the weeks rush on, 
And before I know it the year is gone, 
and I never see my old friend's face, 
For life is a swift and terrible race. 
He knows I like him just as well, 
As in the days when I rang his bell. 
And he rang mine if, we were younger then, 
And now we are busy, tired men, 
tired of playing a foolish game, 
Tired of trying to make a name. 
"Tomorrow," I say, "I will call Jim, 
Just to show that I'm thinking of him." 
But tomorrow comes and tomorrow goes, 
and distance between us grows and grows. 
Around the corner--yet miles away-- 
"Here's a telegram, sir" 
"Jim died today." 
And that's what we get and deserve in the end. 
Around the corner, a vanished friend. 
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