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Our March meeting will be held in the Beecher Room 
at the Auburn-Placer County Library located on 
350 Nevada Street in Auburn. Thursday evening, the 
26th of March, starting at 7:00 p.m. our speaker will 

be Elizabeth Campbell. The subject is Castles. 

Elizabeth Campbell is the author and self-publisher of 
"Castle Hopping in the U.K. with Elizabeth". 
Elizabeth is a former high school teacher and coach, 
and was an Administrator at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. She recently moved to Lake of 
the Pines with her husband Don. Articles discussing 
her book have appeared in local Bay Area newspapers 
and she has been interviewed on TV and Radio. She 
has been speaking to Bay Area civic organizations for 
the past nine years. Elizabeth specialized in English 
and French history in college and has traveled to the 
U.K. seven times and to France twice. Her book is 
based on castles she and her husband visited during 
their trips to the U.K. Her second travel guide book, 
entitled "Castle Hopping in the Loire Valley with 
Elizabeth" is currently being published by 
Commonwealth Publications of Canada. 

1998 Dues 
The Placer County Genealogical Society annual 
membership fees are due on the first day of January. 
Check the 2 digit number at the end of your name on 
the newsletter mailing label, this equals the year you 
have paid through. 

The dues are $7.50 per individual or $10.00 per 
family. Dues must be paid by April 1st  to receive the 
April newsletter. 

Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room 
at the Auburn-Placer County Library on April 
7th for the next Day Study Group. 10:00 
a.m. until 12:00 noon 

A non-confusing explanation of 
"removed" 

The term "removed " is often cause for 
confusion in determining relationships. Simply 
put, it means that two people are from different 
generations. You and your first cousin are in 
the same generation (two generations younger 
than your grandparents) so, the word 
"removed" is not used to describe your 
relationship. 

The words "once removed" mean that there is a 
difference of one generation. For example, 
your mother's first cousin is your first cousin 
once removed. This is because your mother's 
first cousin is one generation younger than 
your grandparents and you are two generations 
younger than your grandparents. The one-
generation difference equals "once removed." 

"Twice removed" means that there is a two 
generation difference. You are two 
generations younger than a first cousin of your 
grandmother, so you and your grandmother's 
cousin are first cousins, twice removed. 
Family Tree Maker Newsletter 

Have you picked up your 1997 Genealogy 
Bulletin(s)? Contact Beverly Russell. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the 
Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For 
more information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

March 25, 1998 G.A.S. Bay Area Bus Trip 
The all day trips to Sutro Library and National 
Archives cost $22.00. For reservations call Ralpha 
Crouse 916-689-4524 or Donna Van Lone 916 684-
2243. Checks must be received one week prior to the 
trip. Make payable to G.A.S. and mail to Ralpha 
Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento CA 95828 

Saturday, March 21, 1998 The Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society presents Sandra Hargreaves 
Luebking co-editor of "The Source". "Patterns and 
Process in Genealogy" 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pre-
registration $18 non-members. Direct registration 
questions to Natalie Gehl, Program Registrant, 5321 
Santa Teresa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 
707 538-0658 e-mail natjack-srosa@worldnet.att.net  

Friday and Saturday, March 27-28, 1998 "A Century 
of Prospecting for Ancestors" is the Family History 
Fair of the California Genealogical Society. Featured 
guest speaker is Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, head of the 
Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public Library, author 
and well-known lecturer. Watch for flyers. 
E-mail members. aol.com/calgensoc/fhf.htm  

Saturday, April 18, 1998, The Sacramento LDS 
Multi-Regional Family History Center presents a 
Family History Seminar. 2745 Eastern Avenue, 
Sacramento, CA. Watch for flyers. 

Saturday, April 25, 1998, Root Cellar's 1998 
Seminar "Migration Routes and Settlement Patterns, 
Obscure Genealogical Sources, Ohio Genealogical 
Research" by Dr. George K. Schweitzer, Location: 
Citrus Heights Elementary School, 7085 Auburn Blvd, 
Citrus Heights, CA. Dr. Schweitzer is a well-known 
author, genealogist and lecturer. He is the author of 
several genealogical guidebooks. These books will be 
available for sale at the seminar. Pre-registration fee 
for non-members: $22 before April or $24 at the 
door. Send Pre-registration to: Root Cellar-SGS, P.O. 
Box 265, Citrus Heights, CA 95611. 

Saturday, April 25, 1998 Annual Spring 
Seminar: Building Blocks for German 
Genealogy. A practical, hands-on workshop 
for German-ancestor hunters presented by the 
Sacramento German Genealogy Society. 
$20.00 for pre-registered non-members. 
$25.00 at the door. Send pre-registration to 
SGGS Spring Workshop, do Milt Kelly, 210 
San Carlos Way, Novato, CA 94945-1628. 
For information; http://feefhs.org/sggs/frg-
sggs/frg-sggs.html  

May 6-9, 1998 National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States (Denver, CO) 

Saturday, May 23, 1998 Golden State 
Museum California State Archives, 1020 0 
Street. Public Preview and Street Fair 11:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
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Land & Property Research in the United States, by 
E. Wade Hone (Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1997). Few 
records are as potentially useful in American research 
as property records. And few records are as 
overlooked. For years there has been a need for a 
good, comprehensive research guide on how to use 
the vast array of property records. Land & Properly 
Research is an attempt to fill that need. Although it 
has received good reviews, my personal opinion of 
the book is mixed. 

First, the positives: This book covers the whole gamut 
of land records, including records generated under 
Spanish, British, French, and Mexican possession, 
state land records, federal records, individual (county) 
records, and records of Native American lands. There 
is detailed information on land platting, both in metes 
and bounds and the rectangular survey system. The 
chapters on federal land records and Native American 
lands are especially strong and the book contains 
some excellent information on military bounty-lands. 
It explains the different types of indexes used in the 
county records, including the often puzzling Cott 
System, and chapters on strategies for using land 
records serve as good learning tools. 

Now, the negatives: I was disappointed in the section 
on state land records. Little detail is given on the 
records for each state and the references to published 
records and indexes are lacking. For instance, if you 
are researching in West Virginia, it's important to 
know about Sims Index to Land Grants in West 
Virginia, but nowhere do I find it referenced in 
Hone's book. Nor does he mention Cavaliers & 
Pioneers, a readily available, multi-volume series of 
abstracts of Virginia land patents and grants. Nor does 
he list Western New York Land Transactions, which 
indexes early records of the Holland Land Company 
or Calendar of New York Colonial Manuscripts, 

Indorsed Land Papers, which deals with early New 
York land grant applications. These are just a few 
examples I pulled off the top of my head. (All except 
Sims Index are in our library and all are referenced in 
the state "Research Outline" series published by the 
Family History Library. In fact, the "Research 
Outlines" will give you far more information on state 
land records than Hone's book will.) 

By reading Hone's book, you wouldn't even know 
that California has any state land records. He does 
not tell you about the land patents issued by the state 
(for parcels in sections 16 and 36 of each township) 
and he does not give the address for California's 
State Land Office. Nor does he mention California's 
1850 and 1852 "possessory acts" that account for 
some of the earliest claim deeds recorded in northern 
California's county courthouses. 

I was also disappointed with "Appendix B" which is 
a series of maps showing the jurisdictional 
boundaries of the federal land offices. It isn't the 
maps themselves that I object to, it's the fact that 
they take up almost half of the book. (229 out of 517 
pages!) I have worked quite a bit with federal land 
records and, in my experience, the information on 
the maps is not necessary. Helpful, maybe. 
Necessary, no. They do not warrant the number of 
pages devoted to them. The maps could have been 
printed smaller, taken up half (or fewer) as many 
pages, and saved us a few dollars on the cost of the 
book. My opinion was not improved by the fact that 
the land office shown on the first map I looked at is 
different from the one named in several land patents 
I have. 

Land & Properly Research in the United States is the 
most informative book on property records currently 
available. There is a lot you can learn from it. But 
you'll still need to use other references guides, too. 
(Auburn-Placer County Library, Call #R 929.1 Hon 
Geneal) 

Augusta Co., VA, Surname Survey 
In response to last month's article, our members are 
researching the following Augusta County surnames: 
Bell  -  Pam Dallas 
Black - Virginia Pierce 

Brock  -  Barbara Leak 

Brown  -  Barbara Leak 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

The following book is now on 
the Genealogy Shelves at the 
Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 
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Byrd - Virginia Pierce 

Dabney -  Virginia Pierce 

Dagen -  Virginia Pierce 

Dale  - Barbara Leak 
Dovel/Duval  - Virginia Pierce 

Gephart/Kephart  - Tana Etheridge 

Gilmore -  Barbara Leak 
Hansel  - Tana Etheridge 

Johnston  - Virginia Pierce 

Lynn -  Virginia Pierce 

Maupin Virginia Pierce 

McAfferty -  Barbara Leak 

McCollam  - Barbara Leak 

Miller  - Virginia Pierce 

Parsons  - Virginia Pierce 

Piatt  - Troy Jenkins 

Robertson -  Virginia Pierce 
Stuart  - Mary Kay Lawson 

Turk  - Virginia Pierce 

Walker  - Mary Kay Lawson 

Yount -  Virginia Pierce 

PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME 
YOU USE THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN 

AUBURN-PLACER COUNTY LIBRARY. 

Colonial Expressions Still in Use 
by Richard Bauman 

Gateway Genealogical Society News-Clinton Co IA submitted 
by Louise Pilger 
Some of the colorful everyday expressions we use 
have been around for more than 200 years. Many 
even pre-date the American Revolution. Phrases 
such as "sleep tight," "read between the lines," "beat 
to a pulp," "eat my hat," and "pulling the wool over 
his eyes" all originated in the 1770's. 

When you tell someone to "sleep tight" you might 
think it means snuggle down under the blankets and 
keep warm. That's not what it originally meant. In 
colonial times, mattresses were suspended in bed 
frames by ropes. To sleep comfortable, it was 
necessary to tighten the ropes each night using a 
huge, key-line device. The saying referred to 
firming-up the mattress ropes for a pleasant sleep. 

"Beat to a pulp" and "read between the lines" were 
colonial expressions. One came from the paper- 

making process and the other from using paper. 
Rags were the main ingredient in paper 200 years 
ago. They were soaked in water, then broken down 
in minute fibers by beating with stone or iron 
implements. The result was a pulp used to make 
paper. Paper was an expensive item in the 1700's, 
and a few sheets might cost a day's wages, when 
someone wrote a letter and had a lot to say the 
person would write from top to bottom on the page, 
then turn it upside down and write between the lines 
going the other way. The recipient had to be able 
to "read between the lines" in order to get the full 
message. 

Fashionable men wore wigs in colonial America. 
The wealthier a man was, the greater his 
importance and the larger his wig. A "bigwig" was 
(and is) an influential or important person. If 
someone grabbed a fellow's wig and pulled it down 
over his face so he couldn't see, he'd had "the wool 
pulled over his eyes." 

A small out-of-the-way place is often called a 
"jerkwater town". The expression came from the 
early days of railroading when steam engines had tc, 
be refilled from water towers about every 50 miles. 
Larger towns had help to fill the boilers, but 
smaller and more remote areas didn't. The train 
fireman had to grab and jerk a rope to start the 
water flow, thus it was a "jerkwater town". 

Two centuries ago, sugar was rare and expensive, 
and sold in small cone-shaped packages called 
"sugar hats", hence the expression, "I'll eat my hat." 

Bootlegger was a household word of the 1920's and 
30's, begun in the 1800's. Smugglers would hide 
liquor bottles in the high tops of their boots, so they 
were "bootleggers." 

The nursery rhyme, "Hickory, dickory, dock" 
describes a common event in colonial times. 
Clocks with oak gears weren't unusual. Animal fat 
was used to keep the wooden gears lubricated, but 
the scent attracted mice that would get inside and 
gnaw on the gears. To discourage the mice, most 
clocks had loud chimes or bells. When the clock 
would strike the hour or half-hour, mice inside 
were driven away by the noise. 
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American Seaman 
If your American ancestor was a seaman during the 
nineteenth century, he may have applied for a 

—ertificate to protect him from impressment by Great 
Britain and other foreign countries. The certificate 
program was in effect from 1796 through 1897. For 
information write to the Archives Division, National 
Archives, Washington DC 20408. CSGA Newsletter, 
Vol 15 No. 12 

New Members 
We cordially greet the following new member and 
wish her every success in all her genealogical 
efforts. 

#524 Alice Bothello 
2360 Emerald Pines Drive, Auburn 95603 

Borland! Craig 
Jean Creswick is looking for information on John 
and Jean Borland and their daughter Janett who 
married William Porter Anderson Craig. They were 
aine owners in the Yankee Jim area. 

jcreswick@columbia-center.org  

Two FREE passes 
PCGS will pay the registration fee to the April 18, 
1998, Sacramento LDS Multi-Regional Family 
History Center- Family History Seminar. In return 
you would set up and sit at the PCGS information 
table during registration, lunch and after the 
seminars, The information table will have handouts. 
No merchandise will be sold and you will be free 

to attend the classes. Call PCGS at 887-2646 to 
volunteer! 

New Mexico marriage records available 
A reference guide to New Mexico marriage records 
(civil) for the years 1863 to 1950 has been prepared 
by the New Mexico State Records Center and 
Archives. For ordering information, contact Sandra 
Jaramillo at NMSRCA, 404 Montezuma Ave., 
Santa Fe, NM 85701-2502. Call 505 827-7332. 
Family Tree February/March 1998 

California State Genealogical Alliance member and 
former Regional Director Joyce Buckland has 
been named to the Board of Trustees of the Golden 
State Museum, announced California's Secretary of 
State, Bill Jones. The Board of Trustees will 
govern the Golden State Museum, overseeing its 
programs, management, and fund raising. 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. . . RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 	 MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

TELEPHONE INCLUDE AREA CODE 

ADDRESS 

 

	$ 7.50 Individual Membership 
$10.00 Family Membership 
Book Fund Contribution 

'Tracing Your Family Tree. . . How to Begin 
'Shelf List of Genealogical Materials in the 
Auburn-Placer County Library 

temporarily out of print 

*$5.0o 

 

 

     

$ TOTAL ENCLOSED 

•Placer County Genealogical Society Surname Directory temporarily out of print 
*sales tax included 

Postage & Handling on Books: $1.50 first book plus $.25 each additional book 
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Genealogist's Guide to Calorie Burning 
Activity ..................Calories 
Jumping to conclusions 	  100 
Wading through paperwork 	  300 
Jumping on the bandwagon 	  350 
Opening a can of worms 	  50 
Making mountains out of molehills 	 350 
Dragging your feet 	  25 
Running in circles . . . 	............. 200 
Pushing your luck 	  250 
Tooting your own horn 	  25 
Adding fuel to the fire 	  150 
Beating around the bush 	  75 
Swallowing your pride 	 50 
Hitting the nail on the head 	  50 
Passing the buck ...................100 
Eating crow 	  225 
Climbing the walls 	  150 
Bending over backward 	  75 
Throwing your weight around 	 50-300 
Depending on your weight 

Getting information from a real Loonie 	 425 
submitted by Missy Wilson 

Looking for passports 
All passport applications from 1791 to 1905 are in 
The National Archives. During this period, 
passports were not required except during part of 
the Civil War. However, many people obtained 
them. Without one, a US traveler visiting the old 
country could be drafted into military service. 

The earliest applications were simply letters of 
request, but sometimes other papers-such as expired 
passports, birth certificates, naturalization papers, 
etc., were filed with them. The application could 
contain name, place of residence, age, names of 
family members traveling with the applicant, the 
court of naturalization, date of arrival in the US, 
port of entry, vessel name, etc. 

If the passport is before 1906 , write to the 
Diplomatic Records Branch, National archives, 
Room SE, Washington, DC 20524. If the passport 
is after 1906, write to Passport Services, research 
and Liaison branch, Room 316, 1425 K Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20524. Family Tree Topper 
Dec/Jan 1998 
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