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Our summer meetings will be held in the Beecher 
Room at the Auburn-Placer County Library located on 
350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Scottish Genealogy & Clans 
Donald R. Calavan-MacRae, Ph.D., FSA Scot. 

Starting promptly at 7:00 p.m. the June 2gh  speaker 
will be Donald MacRae. Mr. MacRae was born near 
the Isle of Skye, in the Highlands of Scotland. 
Educated in Scotland, Switzerland and the United 
States. He developed a strong interest at an early age in 
the Familial Sciences i.e.; Heraldry, Genealogy and 
Ononymatology: (the science of names). 

Portraits of Our Ancestors and Potluck 
July 23rd  at 6:30 p.m. will be our Pot Luck Dinner in 
the courtyard outside of the Beecher Room. Bring your 
favorite dish to share. The library staff has requested 
we not cook or have "warming" plates that need to be 
plugged in. After dinner, share a photograph and tell 
us about your ancestor. 

German Genealogy 
Shirley Riemer 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. on August 27th 

September 1st Day Study Group 
In July and August there will not be a Tuesday Study 
Group. Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room 
at the Auburn-Placer County Library on September jst 
for the next Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon. 

Laws of Genealogical Research 

• In order to discover anything you must 
be looking for something. 

• If you wish to employ better research 
skills you must at least be engaged in 
inferior ones. 

S 	A chicken doesn't stop scratching just 
because the worms are scarce. 

S 	To every genealogical fact there is an 
equal and opposite fact. 

• You always find something the last place 
you look, so look there first. 

S 	The numbers of errors in any 
compilation rises in proportion to the 
compiler's reliance on secondary 
sources. 

S 	The place you are looking for is always 
just off the edge of the map you happen 
to have handy. 

• The easiest way to find old misplaced 
research notes is to do the research 
again, and then they will show up in an 
obvious place. 

• The easiest reference sources to use do 
not have the information you need. 

Posted on the bulletin board at the Auburn Family 
History Center, author unknown. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the 
Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For 
more information, call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Headstones of the Gold Rush Era 1998 Tour 
Schedule 
Sacramento Old City Cemetery 
10th St. and Broadway, Sacramento 
Wednesday, June 10, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 20, all day 
Saturday, July 11, 10 am 
Saturday August 22, 10 am 
Saturday, September 12, all day 
Saturday, October 3, 10 am 
Admission is free. Parking is located across from the 
entrance to the cemetery. 
For more information or to arrange private tours, 
call (916)448-0811. 

Saturday, June 13, 1998, 10 am to 5 pm 
Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park 
presents Historic Demonstration Day 
Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park 
Highway 49, Coloma 
Historic demonstrations include black smithing, quilting, 
spinning, rag-rug making, butter churning, sawmill 
demonstrations, pioneer food preserving, historic 
building tours, Native American demonstrations. Special 
Gold Panning Contest for kids. Children learn to make 
rope and a cornhusk doll. Museum programs include 
"The Miners Hat,' "They Saw the Elephant," Gold in the 
Hills," Early Gold Rush Period," and "Life in a Covered 
Wagon." Concessionaires include Bekeart's Gunsmith 
Shop, Gold Country Carriage Rides, Argonaut 
Refreshment Saloon, American River Conservancy, 
Coloma/Lotus Merchant Association Prize Drawing. 
Park entry fee: $5/car. For more info, call (530) 622-
6198. 

Sunday, June 14, 1998, 12 noon to 7 pm 
Dedication Ceremony, 1 pm 
Public Preview and Street Fair 
Golden State Museum, California State Archives 
1020 0 Street, Sacramento, CA 
Come and see... The People, The Place, The Politics, 
The Promise. Be one of the first to preview the exciting 
exhibits in the new Golden State Museum. Enjoy Ethnic 
Dancers—Los Lupenos de San Jose, Neva Russian 

Dancers, Chumash Indian Dolphin Dancers, Lily 
Chi Chinese Dancers, Dimensions African 
Dancers. Enjoy Live Performers—WC Fields, 
Lola Montez, Charlie Chaplin, Mark Twain, 
gold miner. Enjoy Punch & Judy Puppetry, 
Theatre Yugan Japanese Puppetry, Original 
Sixteen to One Miners, Intriguing Displays. 
Street Fair Admission: $2 
Museum Preview: Free 

Saturday, June 20, 1998, 9 am to 4 pm 
Old City Cemetery Committee of the 
Sacramento County Historical Society 
presents the 3rd Annual Family History Day 
at the Old City Cemetery 
10th and Broadway, Sacramento, CA 
Featuring historical and genealogical 
organizations information booths, exhibits, 
basic genealogical class, lectures, tours, antique 
car rides and entertainment. For more 
information call, (916) 448-0811. 

Saturday, August 1, 1998, 10 am to 12 noon 
Genealogical & Historical Council of 
Sacramento Valley 
Business Meeting 
Sacramento LDS Family History Center 
2745 Eastern Ave., Sacramento 

August 19 through 22, 1998 
Federation of Genealogical Societies and the 
Ohio Genealogical Society present 
"Immigrant Dreams: The Settlement of 
America." 
A Conference for the Nation's Genealogists at 
the Cincinnati Convention Center, Cincinnati, 
OH 
For information contact FGS, P0 Box 830220, 
Richardson, TX 75083-0220, call toll free (888) 
FGS-1500, fax (888) 380-0500, e-mail fgs-
office@fgs.org, or website http://www.fgs.org  

New Member 
We cordially greet the following new member 
and wish her every success in all of her 
genealogical efforts. 

#528 Jean Schock 
11791 Torrey Pines Dr., Auburn 95602 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New in the Auburn-Placer 
County Library: 

National Archives microfilm/fiche numbers or record 
group numbers are provided. There are also references to 
published sources. As with any book of this type, some of 
the information is out of date or in error. For instance, the 
book claims that the original records for Placer County are 
at the County Clerk's Office. In fact, they are at the Placer 
County Archives. Nonetheless, this book is a good place 
to start your quest for your ancestor's citizenship papers. 

At the Auburn Family History Center (FHC): 
For Swiss researchers, there is an interesting book 

on microfiche at the FHC. Surname Book of Switzerland, 
edited by Dr. Robert Oehler (Zurich: Polygraphisher 
Verlag A.G., 1946; original title Les noms defamille 
suisses, Familiennamenbuch der Scweiz, I nomi di 
famiglia svizzeri) is a list of surnames in Switzerland with 
references to the villages and cantons where each surname 
exists. It also tells you how long a surname has been in 
each location—since 1901, since 1800, or since before 
1800. 

Amazingly, many surnames occur in only one or 
two locations. The research applications are obvious. My 
Fieser family is from southern Germany, but many 
immigrated to Switzerland in the late 1800s. Where in 
Switzerland did they go? This book places them in one 
location only—Basel. Another Swiss surname in my 
family, Leupp, appears in three different cantons, but was 
in only one prior to 1800—Schaffhausen, one of the 
smallest cantons. This sure narrows down the research. 

The Surname Book of Switzerland was compiled 
from official records by the Swiss Society of Genealogical 
Research with the collaboration of the Federal Office of 
Civil Registration and the local civil registry offices of 
Switzerland. You will find it at the FHC on microfiche 
#6053507. 

Also at the family history center, the following books are 
newly available: 

Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States, by 
Christina K. Shaefer (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 1997). An immigrant becomes a citizen of his new 
country through a formal legal process known as 
naturalization. The introductory portion of this book 
explains what the naturalization process is, what types of 
documents it produces and the kinds of information they 
contain. It gives a history of the naturalization laws and an 
outline of important dates of changes in the laws. Until the 
present century, naturalization could be confirmed by 
courts at any level of government—federal, state, county, 
or municipal (city). The bulk of this book is a state by 
state, county by county, city by city listing of available 
naturalization records. Family History Library and 

Research Tip: Copies of naturalization papers since 1906 
are available from the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. You must make your request under the Freedom 
of Information Act. To do so, write to Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, 425 I Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20536, and request a copy of Form G-639. 

Henry County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 1778-1849, 
compiled by Virginia Anderton Dodd (1953; Reprint, 
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1976). As the 
title implies, this book contains abstracts of marriage 
bonds for Henry County, Virginia. What the title does not 
say is that it also contains abstracts of ministers' returns. 
The book is in three sections. Section 1 is marriage bonds 
listed alphabetically by the groom. A typical entry gives 
the date of the bond, name of the groom, name of the 
bride, and sometimes the name of the bride's father or 
other person consenting to the marriage. Section 2 is a 
bride index cross referenced to the grooms. Section 3 is 
the minsters' returns, listed alphabetically by the groom. A 
typical entry gives the date of the marriage, name of the 
groom, name of the bride, and name of the minister. There 
is no bride index to the minsters' returns. 

History of Arizona, Vols. 1 and 2, by Thomas Edwin 
Farish (Phoenix, AZ: no pub, 1915) 

Historical Atlas ofArizona, by Henry P. Walker and Don 
Bufkin (2nd ed., Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1986) 

California of the South, A History, by John Steven 
McGroarty, Vols. 1 - 5 (Los Angeles: S.J. Clarke 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1933) Volume 1 of this title is history 
of southern California. Volumes 2 through 5 are 
biographical sketches. 

PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME YOU USE 
THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN AUBURN-PLACER 

COUNTY LIBRARY. 
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Standards for 
Use of Repositories and Libraries 

Recommended by the National Genealogical Society 

Recognizing that how they use unique original records 
and fragile publications will affect other users, both 
current and future, family history research will affect 
other users, both current and future, family history 
researchers habitually-- 

• are courteous to research-facility personnel and 
other researchers and respect the staff's other 
daily tasks, not expecting the records custodian to 
listen to their family histories nor provide 
constant or immediate attention. 

• dress appropriately, converse with others in a low 
voice, and supervise children appropriately. 

• do their homework in advance, know what is 
available and what they need, and avoid ever 
asking for "everything" on their ancestors. 

• use only designated workspace areas, respect off-
limits areas, and request permission before using 
photocopy or microform equipment, asking for 
assistance if needed. 

• treat original records at all times with great 
respect and work with only a few records at a 
time, recognizing that they are irreplaceable and 
that each user must help preserve them for future 
use. 

• treat books with care, never forcing their spines, 
and handle photographs properly, preferably 
wearing archival gloves. 

• never mark, mutilate, rearrange, relocate, or 
remove from the repository any original, 
printed, microform, or electronic document or 
artifact. 

• use only procedures prescribed by the repository 
for noting corrections to any errors or omissions 
found in published works, never marking the 
work itself. 

• keep note-taking paper or other objects from 
covering records or books and avoid placing any 
pressure upon them, particularly with a pencil or 
pen. 

• use only the method specifically designated for 
identifying records for duplication, avoiding use 
of paper clips, adhesive notes, or other means 
not approved by the facility. 

• unless instructed otherwise, replace volumes and 
files in their proper locations. 

• before departure, thank the records custodians 
for their courtesy in making the materials 
available. 

• follow the rules of the records repository 
without protest, even if they have changed since 
a previous visit or differ from those of another 
facility 

Copyright 1997 by National Genealogical Society; includes material copyrighted 1995 by Joy Reisinger, CGRS. Both 
copyright owners grant permission to copy or publish these standards, provided they are reproduced in its entirety, 

including this notice. 



June July August 1998 	 PLACER TRAILS 	 5 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 
area code changed to 530 on November 1st 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Barbara Leak 
V President 	  Virginia Pierce 
P President 	  Pamela Dallas 
R Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
C Secretary 	  Juanita Peterson 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Debbie Frias 
Director   Pam Gissy 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Archives Task Force 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Editor 	  Pam Gissy 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	  Pam Dallas! Barbara Leak 
New Member Mailings 	  Mildred Mathis 
Programs 	  Virginia Pierce 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
	 http://www.webcom.com!gunruh!pcgs.html 

Where's the Switch? 
An exasperated caller to a major computer company's 
technical support couldn't get her new computer to 
turn on. After ensuring that the computer was plugged 
in, the technician asked her what happened when she 
pushed the power button. Her response, "I push on the 
foot pedal and nothing happens." Turns out the "foot 
pedal" was the computer's mouse. 

"Board Table" 
In very early Colonial New England, the family ate 
from a long board or pair of boards nailed together 
which were placed on two trestles; therefore, it was 
called the 'board table." To sit at the 'board" was to 
eat; hence comes the term "room and board." 
Family members sat on benches, stools or chests 
pushed up to the board. Chairs were not common at 
this time. If the family had one, it was reserved for 
the head of the house--thus the word "chairman." 
From 'Everyday Life in Early America "by David Freeman 
Hawke submitted by Ann Chandler 

Correction to Change of Address 
Louise Pilger 
3650 Vance St #312, Wheat Ridge CO 80032 

Great idea for genealogists 
The Olmstead County Genealogical Society had an 
ingenious idea for another step to make your 
genealogy more interesting and more valuable to 
your family. Have you ever thought about making 
a collection of the original signatures of your family 
members? It would surely make an interesting 
pedigree chart and a unique gift to pass down to 
future generations. Potential places to find those 
old signatures: wills, land records, certificates and 
Bibles. The Family Tree April/May 1998 

Arizona Research 
PCGS member Yvonne Young lives in Yuma, 
Arizona, several months out of the year. She has 
volunteered to assist any of our PCGS members 
who have research in that area. Yvonne can be 
contacted by mail at 12642 E 36th  Street, Yuma, AZ 
85367, or by e-mail at yngsl@juno.com  

Daughters of the American Revolution lineage 
books now online 
All 50 volumes of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Lineage Books are now available on 
Ancestry's Web Site. This is a major release of 
genealogy records in electronic format. It contains 
thousands of references to US Revolutionary War 
ancestors and their descendants. It was created 
from Lineage Books of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution from 
information submitted by tens of thousands of 
individuals. Ancestry can be found at 
www.ancestry.com  The Dean Road, publication of the 
House of Boyd Society via The Family Tree April/May 1998 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
June 1 1th  10:00 until noon 

Call Mattie McAllister at 878-0714 for directions 
and to confirm time. 
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SURNAMES-- DO WE 
HAVE YOURS? 

Thank you, Thank you to the 
members who have sent their 
surnames for the updated 
PCGS Surname Index. To 
make this index a complete 
representation of surnames 
our current membership is 
researching please be sure 
your names are included! 

Fill out the provided index 
card, two to four names per 
member, (make copies or 
write information on separate 
card) and mail immediately to 
PCGS, P0 Box 7385, Auburn 
CA 95604 

SURNAME, Given Name 

b. 	 p. b. 

d. 	 p. d. 

M. 	 p.m. 

father 	 

mother 

spouse 

sp. father 

sp. mother 

your name and member # 
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