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Our October meeting will be held in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library located on 350 Nevada Street 
in Auburn. 

New Archives Curator 
Jeff Crawford 

October 22' at 7:00 p.m. 
The Fourth Thursday not the Last 

Jeff is the Placer County Curator of Archives. He has a 
Master's degree and a strong background in public history 
that includes experience in archives, museums and cultural 
resources research. His most recent position was with the 
new Golden State Museum, the historical exhibit area being 
constructed in the State Archives building. Before that, Jeff 
worked in the State Archives and with JRP Associates in 

—Davis. Jeff will present information regarding our local 
archive. 

Do You Have a Family Tradition? 
Most people new to genealogy (and many who have been 
around awhile too) are unfamiliar with the real meaning of 

the phrase "family tradition." Historians use the term "oral 
tradition" to describe stories that have been handed down 
from generation to generation by word of mouth. A family 
tradition is an oral history handed down about a particular 
family or ancestor—like the story about your immigrant 
grandfather who ran away from home to stow-away aboard a 
ship bound for America. 

A family tradition is not the practice of eating turkey dinner 
at Thanksgiving, or stringing popcorn for the Christmas Tree. 
These are family customs. 

Just remember, a tradition is a story or legend, a custom is a 
practice or habit. And the next time someone asks you if you 
have a family tradition, tell them yes, grandma was an Indian 
princess. 

a 
October 6th Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on November 3rd for the 
next Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

They Became Americans: Finding Naturalization 
Records and Ethnic Origins. By Loretto Dennis 
Szucs, 294 pp., 8 '/2 x 11, soft cover, ISBN 0-
916478-71-X, $24.95 postpaid; available from 
Ancestry, P0 Box 990, Orem, UT 84059; 1-800-
262-3787 or http://www.ancestry.com  
In the Introduction, Szucs writes that "While 
working at the National Archives, I witnessed the 
great excitement of researchers as they saw for the 
first time the signature of an ancestor whose 
decision to become an American had profoundly 
affected their own lives. More than once, I saw a 
researcher looking in awe at a naturalization 
photograph of a parent or a grandparent he or she 
had never seen before...." 

"How do I find citizenship papers?" is a frequent 
question of genealogists, along with "How do I 
locate ship passenger lists?" There probably is more 
misinformation on these two subjects than any other 
American genealogical research problems— no 
doubt due to the complexity of the process and the 
naturalization laws as well as a misunderstanding 
most of us have about ship passenger lists. 

This new book is divided into seven chapters: 
-The Naturalization Process in the United States 
-How to Find Immigration and Naturalization Inf. 
-Naturalization Courts and Process 
-Published Naturalization Records and Indexes 
-Immigration and Naturalization Service 
-Naturalization records in the National Archives 
-Finding Naturalization Information on the Internet 

Immigration Chronology, Selected Addresses and an 
INS form (which can be photocopied and submitted 
to Immigration and Naturalization services for a 
search) can be found in three separate appendices. 
Chapter six is an excellent one providing details 
about the naturalization records found at the 
National Archives and its regional archives, plus a 
breakdown, by state, showing which courts and 
what dates exist in the regional archives. 
Myra Vanderpool Gormley MISSING LINKS Vol 3 No. 35 
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Family Tree Maker User's Group 
October 8" 	 10:00 until noon 
November 12' 10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAllister at 878-0714 for location and 
directions. 

Family Tree maker Announces 5.0 Patch 
An update to Family Tree Maker 5.0 for windows is now 
available. Broderbund says that a couple of glitches in the 
new 5.0 version of Family Tree Maker have been identified, 
and solutions have been implemented. Information is 
available at: http://familytreemaker.com/50aindex.htmi  
The above article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is 
copyright 1998 by Richard W. Eastman and Ancestry, Inc. It is re-
published here with the permission of the author. 

When was the last time 
you backed up your genealogy database? 

Fascinating Facts 
Our railroad tracks are the same width as the wheels 
were apart on Roman war chariots! A mile is 5,280 
feet long because that was the distance 1,000 double 
steps of a Roman legionary took. This measurement 
has actually been fiddled with just a little.., as 
Queen Bess added a few more feet so the mile 
would equal eight furlongs. If you want to figure 
out how large the ancestral lands were.. .and your 
measurements were in perch, chain, etc., you know 
it all goes back to Gunter's chain, invented in 1620 
by a English mathematician. The chain was 66 feet 
long, the width to which streets were laid out. On 
Gunter's chain were 100 links , each a little under 
eight inches long. Old linear measurements decreed 
that 25 links make 1 pole, also called a rod or a 
perch, each of the three equaling 16 '/2 feet. As 
noted, 100 links (or four poles/ rods! perches ) make 
a chain or 66 feet. So, 10 chains make 1 furlong 
(equaling 660 feet, as horse-racing fans should 
know). 8 furlongs make 1 mile (8 x 660 feet), or 
5,280 feet! 3 miles make 1 league. I never knew 
that a foot was the length of Charlemagne's foot, 
modified in 1305 to be 36 barleycorns laid end to NMW 

end. An inch was the width across the knuckle on 
King Edgar's thumb- or three barleycorns. A yard 
was the reach from King Henry I's nose to his 
fingertips- a distance also twice as long as a cubit. A 
cubit was the length of the arm from elbow to 
fingertip. A furlong was the length of a furrow a 
team of oxen could plow before resting. An acre 
was the amount of land a yoke of oxen could plow 
in one day. A fathom was the span of a seaman's 
outstretched arms; 880 fathoms make a mile. 
Larimer County Genealogical Society via the Seattle Genealogy 
Society and the Bulletin of the Genealogical Society of South 
Brevard submitted by Bev and Leonard Russell 

Montana 
"First Families of Montana" Certificates will be 
issued to direct descendants of the very first 
residents who arrived prior to statehood, Nov 8, 
1889, and "Early Settlers of Montana"Certificates 
to direct descendants who arrived between Nov 9, 
1889 and December 31, 1929. The applicant must 
provide acceptable proof of direct descent and send 
$10.00 per certificate. Contact Montana State 
Genealogical Society, First Families of Montana, 
6330 Black Foot Drive, Helena, MT 59602-6515 
submitted by Pam Sessions 

Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Saturday, October 10, 1998 
Sacramento Multi-Stake Family History Center presents 
a Family History Seminar 
Place: Family History Center, 7009 Van Maren Lane, Citrus 
Heights. Cost: $5.00 Pre-Registration or $8.00 at the door. 
Time: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 	Registration: 8:00 am 
Lunch: $5.00 for subway (Turkey, Club, Veggie) 

Saturday, October 17, 1998, 9:00 am to 3:20 pm 
Solano County Genealogical Society and Vacaville Family 
History Center present a Family History Seminar 
480 Wrentham Drive, Vacaville 
Twenty-two classes to choose from. Computer topics include 
Family Search, PAP, the Internet, and genealogy software. 
Research topics include migration patterns, beginning 
genealogy, Sutro Library, directories, Dawes Rolls, military, 
probate, census, and federal land records, Native American, 
English, Irish and German research. 
Registration begins at 8:30 am. Registration fee $5 in 
advance or $6 at the door. Lunch $4.00. Make check payable 
to Vacaville Family History Center and mail do 190 South 
Orchard, Suite A205, Vacaville, CA 95688. 

Saturday, April 17, 1999 
Roots Cellar, Sacramento Genealogical Society presents 
Cyndi Howells, creator of Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites 
on the Internet 
All-day seminar. Details not yet available. 
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SAR Patriot Index, CD-ROM, compiled by National 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (Buffalo, 
NY: Progeny Publishing CD #PP-9802, 1997). You're 
familiar with the DAR Patriot Index. ("D" as in 
daughters.) Here we have the SAR Patriot Index. ("S" as in 
sons.) Although both aid us in finding our Revolutionary 
War patriots, the SAR Index is not just a little brother to 
the DAR Index. In issuing their index in computerized 
format, the SAR has given us a lineage-linked database to 
over 450,000 records of patriots and their descendants. 
Here's how it works: You start with the name index. Type 
in a name, it comes up on the computer screen. You can 
search on any name in the database, it doesn't have to be a 
patriot. To help you identify the individual you can also 
display his vital dates, spouse, or parents. Next, you view 
the individual's record. Choose "family" to view a family-
.group-sheet-type record of the individual, his spouse, 
children, parents, vital dates, and SAR file reference 
number. Choose "ancestors" to view a pedigree chart. 
Choose "descendants" to view a tree-style descendancy 
chart. You can print any of the three "views" by mouse-
clicking on "reports." Information in the database comes 
from ancestral cards and membership applications of the 
Sons of the American Revolution organization. The 
information given for each patriot varies. For some the 
data is minimal, for others you may get up to fourteen 
generations of lineage. 

After you search the SAR Patriot Index, then try this... 

Revolutionary War Graves Register, CD-ROM, compiled 
by National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (Buffalo, NY: Progeny Publishing CD #PP-
980 1, 1997). This CD indexes cemetery locations of over 
69,000 Revolutionary War patriots, soldiers, and their 
spouses. It includes lady patriots, black soldiers, Jewish 
patriots, Germans, Polish, and hundreds of French 
soldiers, many of whom died and are buried at Yorktown 
as well as those who survived and returned to France. Also 
included are more than one thousand Americans who 
erished at Valley Forge during the winter of 1777-1778, 

and American and French navy personnel who perished at 
sea. The Grave Register database operates with the same 
easy-to-use search software as the SAR Patriot Index. You 

Medal of Honor Recipients, 1863-1978, "In the Name of 
the Congress of the United States," prepared by the 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs, United States Senate 
(Washington, DC: US Government Printing Office, 1979). 
The Medal of Honor is our country's highest award for 
military valor. This honor awarded by the President in the 
name of the Congress may only be accorded an individual 
who "distinguished himself conspicuously by gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty." In this book are the names of those who have 
received this high honor. The book is arranged 
alphabetically, but there are separate sections for each war 
or time period. Entries give the recipient's name, rank and 
organization, date and place of birth, and a citation 
describing his heroic deed or action. There is also a listing 
of recipients by state, a list of foreign-born recipients, and 
an index to individuals (other than recipients) who are 
named in the book. (Call #R 355.134 U Geneal) 

Virtual Roots: A Guide to Genealogy and Local History 
on the World Wide Web, by Thomas J. Kemp 
(Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1997). 
"Virtual Roots is a road map and detailed directory that 
provides more than one thousand of the best genealogy 
and local history sites on the Internet." It can save you 
time by eliminating the need for random net-surfing. If 
you are still fumbling your way around the Net, this book 
will help you find the sites you're looking for. If you are 
an experienced net-surfer, this book will spark new ideas 
and send you looking for things you hadn't thought to look 
for before. The listings include general subjects (churches, 
foreign exchange rates, heraldry, school records, vital 
records, etc.), geographical sites (state and foreign 
libraries, archives, universities, societies, etc.), and family 
association sites. Outstanding sites are marked as such, 
and a few sites earned an "extraordinary" ranking. The 
down-side to the book is that although it was published 
just last year, inevitably some of the URLs are already no 
longer valid. The up-side is that in addition to website and 
e-mail addresses, it also lists mailing addresses and 
telephone numbers, making it useful not only to web-
users, but to none-computer people too. (Call #R 929.1028 
Kern Geneal) 

PLEASE SIGN THE REGISTER EACH TIME YOU USE 
THE GENEALOGY SECTION IN AUBURN-PLACER 

COUNTY LIBRARY. 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn Family 
History Center(FHC): 

simply type in a name, view the record, and print the 
report. 

New in the Auburn-Placer County Library: 
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1900 Census - A Question of Citizenship 
Knowing what the census taker asked can help us to make 
better sense out of the answers given on the census 
schedules. In 1900, census enumerators were given the 
following instructions for recording citizenship 
information: 

Column 16. Year of immigration to the United 
States.—If the person is a native of the United States, 
leave the column blank. If he was born abroad, enter the 
year in which he arrived in the United States. 

Column 17. Number of years in the United States—If 
the person is a native of the United States, leave the 
column blank. If he was born abroad, enter the number of 
years since his arrival in the United States. Disregard all 
fractions of a year. If the time is less than one year, write 
"0." Endeavor to get the exact number of years in all 
cases. 

The question of immigration (columns 16 and 17) 
applies to all foreign-born persons, male and female, of 
whatever age. It does not apply to persons born in the 
United States. 

Column 18. Naturalization.—If the person is a native 
of the United States, leave the column blank. If he was 
born abroad, and has taken no steps toward becoming an 
American citizen, write "Al" (for alien). If he has declared 
his intention to become an American citizen and taken out 
his "first" papers, write "Pa" (for papers). If he has 
become a full citizen by taking out second or final papers 
of naturalization, write "Na" (for naturalized). 

The question of naturalization (column 18) applies 
only to foreign-born males 21 years of age and over. It 
does not apply to foreign-born minors, to foreign-born 
females, or to any person, male or female, who was born 
in the United States, either of native or foreign parentage. 

Correspondence Received by the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake City 

Our 2' great-grandfather was found dead crossing the 
plains in the library. 

For running down the Wheelers, I will send $3.00 more. 

I would like to find out if I have any living relatives or 
dead relatives or ancestors in my family. 

My grandfather died at age 3. 

We are sending you 5 children in a separate envelope. 

We lost our grandmother. Will you please send us a copy? 

Will you please send me the name of my first wife. I have 
forgotten her name. 
Internet submitted by Ken Gissy 

PCGS Research Policy on the Web 
PCGS's new research policy is now on our web site. It 
lists fourteen different categories of Placer County 
records available at the Auburn-Placer County Library 
and the Auburn Family History Center. Check it out at 
<http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html>. Many 
thanks to our webmaster Jerry Unruh for his quick work. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 
area code changed to 530 on November 1st 
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V President 	  Virginia Pierce 
P President 	  Pamela Dallas 
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Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Debbie Frias 
Director   Pam Gissy 
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Editor 	  Pam Gissy 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardar 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
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Programs 	  Virginia Pierce 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
	 http://www.webcom.com/gunruhlpcgs.html  

In a Ruidoso, New Mexico cemetery: 

Here lies 
Johnny Yeast 
Pardon me 
For not rising. 

Memory of an accident in a Uniontown, PA cemetery 

Here lies the body 
Of Jonathan Black 
Stepped on the gas 
Instead of the brake. 
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1999 Board (not Bored!) Volunteers Needed 
Wouldn't it be fun if once a month you could get together 
for an hour or two with some friends, share some laughs 
and hear the latest scoop on everything that's happening in 
genealogy? You can! All you have to do is serve a year on 
the PCGS Board of Directors. Here's what's required of 
each position: 
President. Presides at meetings and makes sure the other 
board members are doing their jobs. (2-3 hours a month) 
Vice President. Calls potential speakers and schedules 
programs. Buys raffle prizes. (0-2 hours a month) 
Past President. Advises the president. Only those who 
have served as president may fill this office. (0-1 hour a 
month) 
Recording Secretary. Writes about one page of minutes 
for each meeting. (1-2 hours a month) 
Corresponding Secretary. Sends confirmation letter and 
thank you note to speaker each month. ('/2-1 hour a month) 
Treasurer. Writes checks (about six a month) and 
deposits cash in the bank (once a month). Prepares a 
monthly report showing where the money came from and 
where it went. (About 2 hours a month) 
Registrar. Maintains membership list and prints mailing 
labels for newsletter once a month. (2 hours a month Jan-
Apr, '/2-  1 hour a month May-Dec) 
Directors at Large (2). No set duties. 

Think you don't have time to serve on the PCGS 
Board? Talk to some of our current Board members: 3 
work either full time or part-time, two edit newsletters, 3 
serve on boards of other genealogy societies, four are 
enrolled in the NGS Home Study Course, 4 are PCGS 
committee chairs, I volunteers at the Auburn Library, 1 
volunteers at the family history center, 1 volunteers at the 
Placer Co. Museum's Collection Center, 2 speak at 
genealogy meetings & seminars, 1 or more are active in a 
lineage society, historical society, church, neighborhood 
watch group, or kennel club, travel club, garden club, and 
all have family commitments. 

If they can do it, you can do it! To volunteer, talk to one of 
our current Board Members (they're names are listed in 
every issue of the newsletter) or leave a message on our 
voice mail (530) 887-2646. 

My family came on the Mayflower... or was it 
Allied? 

Please Note: PCGS will not be selling Entertainment 
Books this year. 

Big News 
The Boston Nation, a newspaper published in Ohio 
during the mid-nineteenth century, had pages 7 V2 feet 
long and 5 '/2 feet wide. It required two people to hold 
the paper in proper reading position. David Louis, Fascinating 

Egcj (New York: Ridge Press & Crown Publishers, 1977) 

Scotland's OPR Index on the Internet 
At our June meeting, guest speaker Donald Calavan-
MacRae informed us that the Scottish Old Parish Register 
(OPR) indexes are searchable on the Internet. Here is 
more information on the subject from an article that 
appeared in the April/May 1998 issue of The Family 
Tree. 

World Wide Web access is available to a fully searchable 
index to birth/baptisms and banns/marriages from the Old 
Parish Registers dating from 1553 to 1854 and to births, 
marriages and deaths from the Statutory Index for 1855-
1897. An index to census records for 1891 is also 
provided and 1881 census data will become available 
later this year. 

Searching is possible on the following fields: surname, 
event type (birth/baptism, marriage, death), forename (or 
first initial), year of registration (or range of years), age 
(or age range), and registration district or county (for 
deaths only). 

This index constitutes one of the world's largest 
databases of genealogical information, including nearly 
30 million names. 

Users are able to order register extracts (such as a birth 
certificate or census entry) from the General Register 
Office (GRO) via the Web. Charging for the service is by 
credit card, using a highly secure payment mechanism. 
Credit card details will be transmitted in encrypted form, 
making this method more secure than using a credit card 
in a store or restaurant. Charges will be similar to those 
charged currently by the GO at New Register House in 
Edinburgh. 

More information is available from the General Register 
Office for Scotland at 
http://www.open.gov.uk/gros/groshome.htm  
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Need a military newspaper? 
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin is the self-
appointed central depositor of newspapers of the Air Force 
and other US Services. The collection started in the 
Wisconsin governor's office in 1854 and has now grown 
to more than 2.8 million printed and microfilmed items of 
history, genealogy and related topics for the U.S.. 

The Historical Society Library provides reference and 
information service by mail and by telephone. Write to 
James P. Danky, Newspapers and Periodicals, 816 State 
St., Madison, WI 53706 or call 608-264-6598 
The Family Tree, Fol. VIII No. 4 

Bobbing for Apples 
Bobbing for apples at Halloween originated as part of a 
divinatory technique practiced by the Druids. Participants 
floated apples in a tub of water on October 31st (the Druid 
New Year's Eve) and attempted to fish them out without 
using their hands. Those who succeeded were guaranteed 
a prosperous year. 

Fascinating Facts, by David Louis (New York: Ridge Press & 
Crown Publishers, 1977) 

California UDC seeks help 
The California Division, United Daughters of the 
Confederacy was organized in 1901. As part of our 
Centennial Celebration in 2001, we want to display a 
memorial list of all known Confederates buried in 
California. 
If your ancestor is buried in California, we would like to 
have the name and location of the cemetery where he/she 
is buried and, if possible, an obituary, photograph, 
service record and any family information you wish to 
share. 

Send information to Margaret Alley, California Division 
UDC Memorial Chairman, P0 Box 3295, Montebello, 
CA 90640-3295 mralIeyworldnet.att.net  

Reminder: Undocumented genealogy is 
mythology 
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