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Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, our November meeting 
will be held on the 

Fifth Monday 
November 30, 1998 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Annual Meeting 
Election of 1999 Officers and Directors 
Vote on Proposal to Increase Membership Dues 
The Annual Meeting will be held for the purpose of electing 
Officers and Board of Directors for the 1999 year, to vote on 
the proposed by-laws amendment to increase membership 
dues, and to hear the annual reports of the officers and 
committee chairs for 1998. 

The following nominees will be presented for election to the 
1999 Board of Directors: 
President 	  Barbara Leak 
Vice President 	  Virginia Pierce 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Juanita Peterson 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pam Gissy 
Director 	  Cindy Toffelmier 

Program 
Mayflower Pilgrims 
Come watch this seasonal movie with your friends at PCGS! 

January 5, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on January 5"  for the next 
Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

1999 Dues—Pay Early and Save 
On November 30, we will be voting on a proposal to 
increase our annual dues. If approved, the dues 
increase will go into effect on January 1, 1999. 
• If you pay your 1999 dues before January 1, 

you may renew your membership at the 
current rate of $7.50 per individual or $10 
per family. 

• If you pay your dues after December 31, 
you must pay the new rates of $11 per 
individual or $15 per family. 

• If you are a new member or if you paid your 
dues twice last year, you may already be 
paid-up for 1999. Check your newsletter 
mailing label. The two digit number after 
your last name indicates the year your 
membership expires. 

Free Book 
Family Lines, by Adelle Bartlett Harper, contains 
the lines of Harper, Bartlett, Ferrier-Ferris, Johnes-
Johns, Randolph, Isham, Fitzpatrick, Woodson, 
Hunter, Alston, Hinton, Hardy and hundreds more. 
Auverne Harper Brady has many cases of this book 
and would love to distribute them, free of charge, to 
persons desiring a copy. Please contact Mrs. 
Dorothy Blair Bourke, 121 Dollar Circle East, 
Covington, GA 30014-1942 (770 786-3825). 

It would be gracious to include at least $4. 00 for 
packing, shipping and handling. 

The Family Tree October/November 1998 

The Auburn Family History Center 
will be closed the following dates: 

Thanksgiving week 
22 Nov 1998 through 28 Nov 1998 

and 
Two weeks of Christmas and New Year's 

20 Dec 1998 through 2 Jan 1999. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Saturday, April 17, 1999 
Roots Cellar, Sacramento Genealogical Society presents 
Cyndi Howells, creator of Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites 
on the Internet All-day seminar. Details not yet available. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
November 12" 	10:00 until noon 
December 10" 	10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAllister at 878-0714 for location and 
directions. 

Roseville Genealogical Society 
Roseville Genealogical Society has a new mailing address. 
All correspondence should be addressed to them at P0 Box 
459, Roseville CA 95746. They also have a new web site at 
http://users.rootsweb.com/'carvgs/rgs.htm  

Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 
January 27, 1999 March 24, 1999 May 26, 1999 
The cost for the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25. Checks 
must be received one week prior to the trip. For reservations 
and information about times and pick-up points, call Ralpha 
Crouse 916 689-4524. Make checks payable to G.A.S. and 
mail to Ralpha Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento 
CA 95828. 

California Genealogical Society's Library has moved! 
After November 5th  you can visit them at: the Latham Square 
Office Building, 1611 Telegraph Ave, Suite 200 (Corner of 
16" Street), Oakland CA 94612-2152 phone 510 663-1358 
Just a few blocks from either 12' or 19' Street BART 
Stations. Parking is best at Merchants's Parking, 12" and 
Franklin for $4.20 all day. NEW hours Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday 9:00 am until 4:00 pm. 

Genelines for your Christmas List 
A new Windows genealogy charting program that is expected 
to ship November 30, 1998. It was created by Genelines, Inc. 
but is marketed by Progeny Software. Expected to sell for 
$30.00 U.S. funds. See sample of one chart on website 
www.genelines.com  

Everton's Roots Cellar 1640-1990 on CD-Rom 
Everton Publishers has been producing genealogy books and 
magazines for more than fifty years. They are best known for 
Everton's Genealogical helper, a bimonthly magazine with 
more than 50,000 subscribers. Every edition of the mazazine 

includes genealogical queries, letters to the 
magazine asking, "Who were the parents of..." and 
similar queries. In later years these were referred to 
as Everton's Computerized "Roots" Cellar. 

Everton's has now created a CD-ROM disk with all 
the queries from the Computerized Roots Cellar. 
Everton's Roots Cellar 1640-1990 is an alphabetical 
listing of more than 200,000 individuals who were 
the subjects of queries. 

The CD-ROM itself is ajoint effort between 
Everton's and Broderbund, makers of Family Tree 
Maker. The front label on the CD-ROM jewel case 
credits Everton's but the label on the back of the 
case clearly identifies it as produced by Broderbund. 
The same back label says that the CD-ROM disk 
requires Family Tree Maker or Family Archive 
Viewer for Windows. 

The name of the individual who was the subject of a 
query is indexed on this Family Archive. From this 
Family Archive, you can learn about an event in 
each listed individual's life. Information includes 
the individual's full name as well as an event type 
(such as birth or death), date of that event, and 
location of the event. You can also learn the name 
and address of the person who contributed the 
original query to Everton Publishers. With this 
information, you can contact the contributor and 
obtain or exchange even more detailed family 
history information. 

The CD-ROM is very easy to use. First I launched 
Family Tree Maker; next I selected VIEW and then 
selected FAMILYFINDER. After a copyright 
screen, the data appeared in the form of a book with 
tabs down the right side, labeled Introduction, 
Contents and Records. After reading the 
Introduction, I jumped directly into Records. The 
records are listed alphabetically on one screen. 
However, you can type in a surname followed by an 
optional first name and the display jumps to that 
listing almost immediately. 

Everton's Roots Cellar 1640-1990 is available from 
Everton's, from Broderbund, and from many of their 
dealers. It is Everton CD #18 and sells for $19.95 
U.S. funds. For more information, look at 
http://www.everton.com  
The above article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyright 1998 by Richard W. Eastman ana 
Ancestry, Inc. They are re-published here with the permission 
of the author. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
	

might search the public records, meet the people and 
Library News 	 solicit information for my work." If you descend from one 
By Barbara Leak 
	

of the sixty-six families, this book is a quick search for 
PCGS Librarian 	 clues to further research. (Call #R 929.3 75 Har Geneal) 

Something new in the Auburn 
Library this year is the NGS 
Newsletter. Published bimonthly 
by the National Genealogical 
Society, it contains articles 

spotlighting libraries with large or specialized genealogy 
collections, updates on the National Archives, 
genealogical consumer reports, information on record 
sources, plus news of the National Genealogical Society 
and other noteworthy information. 

Tucked inside the NGS Newsletter is the NGS/CIG Digest 
(National Genealogical Society Computer Interest Group). 
CIG Digest is one of the two best computer genealogy 
publications in print. (The other being Genealogical 
Computing, published by Ancestry, Inc.) It contains 
genealogy software reviews, press releases on the latest 
program updates, articles about the Internet, and tutorials 
on using the leading genealogy programs, namely The 
Master Genealogist, Family Tree Maker, Personal 
Ancestral File, and Ultimate Family Tree. 

Also in the library, is the NGS Quarterly. Co-edited by 
Gary B. and Elizabeth Shown Mills, the NGSQ is one of 
the nation's top-rated scholarly journals on genealogical 
research. Don't let the word "scholarly" turn you off. 
NGSQ publishes case-study type articles on hard-to-solve 
research problems. It is a fantastic learning tool for the 
serious researcher. And "scholarly" means that everything 
in it is carefully and thoroughly documented. 

These NGS publications are in the "New Arrivals" and 
"Periodicals" boxes on the genealogy shelves in the 
Auburn Library. They also occupy a place of honor at the 
top of my reading list. 

New on the Genealogy Shelves: 

Colonial Families of the Southern States of America: A 
History and Genealogy of Colonial Families Who Settled 
in the Colonies Prior to the Revolution, by Stella Pickett 
Hardy, 2nd ed. (1958; Rpt., Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1981). This book contains compiled 
genealogies on sixty-six families that were established in 
the American South before the Revolutionary War. More 
than 10,000 individuals are named in the index. The book 
does not give any references to the source of the 
information other than the author's statement the she 
"personally went through Virginia and Maryland that I 

The Early Settlers of Maryland: An Index to Names of 
Immigrants Compiledfrom Records of Land Patents, 
1633-1680, in the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland, 
by Gust Skordas, ed. (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1968). In 1632, a charter was issued to 
Cecilius Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore, giving him 
ownership of all the land in the new Colony of Maryland. 
The following year, Lord Calvert began granting tracts of 
land to immigrants who would come settle in the colony. 
This book is an index to the names of the early settlers that 
are found in the first twenty-four volumes of the Maryland 
land patent books. For each person named in the index, a 
liber (book) number and folio (page) number for the patent 
record is given. A "remarks" column tells the year of 
settlement, whether the person immigrated (paid for his 
own passage) or was transported (someone else paid his 
passage), and sometimes also gives place of origin or 
name of another family member. (Call #R 929.3 Sko 
Geneal) 

The following book has been in the library for some time, 
but was misfiled on the Reference Shelves. It is now in its 
proper location on the Genealogy Shelves. 

Atlas of the North American Indian, by Carl Waldman 
(New York, NY: Facts on File, 1985). At our meeting 
back in January 1995, Taffy Couts spoke to us about 
Native American genealogy. In lieu of an honorarium, 
Taffy asked us to place a book on American Indians in our 
library collection. This was her recommendation. It is 
quite an interesting book, covering the ancient Indians 
through contemporary tribes, their civilization and culture, 
Indian wars, land cessions, and modern U.S. Indian policy. 
Over 100 maps throughout the book show the locations of 
the various tribes within the context of history, culture, 
and military conflict. Information in this book will be 
useful to anyone studying Native Americans. Thank you, 
Taffy. (Call #R 970.004 Wal Geneal) 

At a meeting earlier this year, we were discussing a 
possible fund raiser for our Library Fund. After the 
meeting, a member told me that she would rather just 
donate directly to the fund rather than participate in a fund 
raiser. Believe me, so would I. (I dislike fund raising!) So 
here is a reminder that we happily accept donations. In 
fact, there is even a line for Library Fund donations on 
your dues renewal form. 

Our Library Fund is supported entirely by direct 
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donations, research fees, our monthly raffles, and special 
fund raisers. Your membership dues pay for your 
newsletter and the society's general operating expenses. 
None of your dues money goes to our library collection, 
but 100% of your donations do. 

Please Sign the Register Each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in Auburn-Placer County Library. 

Alabama Abstracted Wills 
The Montgomery Genealogical Society has completed a 
book of 303 abstracted wills from the Alabama State 
Department of History and Archives microfilm for the 
period of 1822-1854. "It contains two indexes, one for the 
testators/testatrixes and one of every name in the wills 
which includes 1,500 slaves. We believe it may be the 
first of its kind and will be an excellent source for 
African-Americans doing research on family origins. The 
cost is $25.00 plus $3.50 shipping and it may be obtained 
from the Montgomery Genealogical Society, P0 Box 
230194, Montgomery, AL 36123-0194. The MGS is a 
non-profit organization concerned with preserving 
genealogical records and with promoting genealogical and 
historical research in Central Alabama." L.i Nicoll internet 

1870 Census—A Question of Property 
Knowing what the census taker asked can help us to make 
better sense out of the answers given on the census 
schedules. In 1870, census enumerators were given the 
following instructions for recording property values: 

Property--Column 8 will contain the value of all real 
estate owned by the person enumerated, without any 
deduction on account of mortgage or other incumbrance, 
whether within or without the census subdivisions or the 
county. The value meant is the full market value, known 
or estimated. 

"Personal estate," column 9, is to be inclusive of all bonds, 
stocks, mortgages, notes, live stock, plate, jewels, or 
furniture, but exclusive of wearing apparel. No report will 
be made when the personal property is under $100. 
Submitted by Barbara Leak 

My Ancestors must have been in the 
government witness protection program 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
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In Memoriam Kathryn Davison 
Long-time PCGS member Kathryn Davison passed away 
on Monday, October 5, 1998, in Sebastopol. Kay and her 
husband Ed resided in Grass Valley before moving to 
Sebastopol a few years ago. In addition to PCGS, Kay was 
a member of the Grass Roots Genealogy Group and the 
Order of Eastern Star. Our deepest sympathy to Ed and his 
family. 

Postage Stamps 
The postage stamp was invented by an Englishman named 
James Chambers in 1834. Before that time envelopes had 
stamps engraved on them. They were bulky, however, and 
Chambers' invention caught on immediately. Postage 
stamps were introduced to America in 1847. 
Fascinating Facts, by David Louis (New York Ridge Press & Crown 
Publishers, 1977) 

No Sleeping Allowed 
The Pilgrims in Massachusetts used a special tool in 
church, a wooden ball attached to a long string on a stick. 
If anyone fell asleep during a sermon (which might go on 
for seven or eight hours) a specially appointed member of 
the clergy would hoist the pole over the reprobate's heai, 
and clop him with the wooden ball. 
Fascinating Facts, by David Louis (New York: Ridge Press & Crown 
Publishers, 1977) 
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Pilgrim or Puritan? 
The terms "Pilgrim" and "Puritan" are sometimes used 

.......,interchangeably, but this is incorrect. English Separatists, 
ncluding Pilgrims and Puritans, were those people in 
England who, during the reign of Queen Mary, refused to 
conform to the public services of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Separatists worshiped in defiance of the established 
Anglican Church of England. By the close of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth I, there were three kinds of Separatists: 
1. Those who believed that the established church having 
connection with the state was wrong and unscriptural. The 
local church should manage its own affairs. These were 
the Pilgrims. 
2. Those who would have a state church under 
Presbyterian form of government. 
3. Those who desired a purified worship, but still 
remained in the Church of England. These were the 
Puritans. 

Thirty-five of the Mayflower voyagers who landed in 
Plymouth in 1620 were Pilgrims. The other sixty-five were 
not Separatists, but were sent by the Virginia Company to 
work. New Pilgrims arrived in 1621, Salem became a 
successful second town, and by 1640 there were eight 
towns in the Pilgrim colony of Plymouth in the New 
World. 

The Puritans were part of a group called the 
Massachusetts Bay Company who originally were 
destined for Salem, Massachusetts, but who settled in 
Boston in 1630. Although religious freedom was an 
influential cause of Puritan settlement, economic 
betterment and land acquisition was on the minds of many 
new arrivals. 

Eventually, the Pilgrims were outnumbered in Salem. In 
1691, the King appointed a new governor who joined 
Maine and the Plymouth Colony to the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, and Salem became a Puritan town. 
The Family Tree, 8:1 (February/March 1998), Sec. B, p. 11 

Microfilm Records from Eastern Europe 
Genealogists often think that microfilming of records in 
East Germany did not occur until after the reunification of 
Germany. This is not true. Filming started in East 
Germany in 1949, three years before filming started in 
West Germany. 

During WWII, the National Socialists stored many 
governmental and genealogically valuable records in 
abandoned mines and castle ruins which were considered 
unlikely military targets. Some concerned Mormons 

tracked down the records in salt mines at Strassfurt and in 
castles at Rothenburg and Rathsfeld. The records were 
kept out of the hands of former Nazi and Russian officials 
and were transported to Berlin for return to their proper 
place of origin or were placed in various Berlin 
repositories. Many of the records were filmed before the 
end of the work in 1952. 

While Poland was still under Communist rule in 1967, the 
Director General of the Polish State Archives asked 
Mormon film crews to film Polish civil registration 
records. There were 10,675 rolls of such film made 
between 1967 and 1975. The Roman Catholic Church also 
asked to have many of their records filmed. 

Ask at your local LDS family history center about these 
microfilmed records, 
The Family Tree, 8:3 (June/July 1998), Sec. A, p. 6 

Illinois Public Records Access 
According to current rumor, Illinois public records are 
closed to reference by anyone not possessing an Illinois 
private detective's license. 

According to Director John Daily of the Illinois State 
Archives, the rumor is NOT true. The Illinois State 
Genealogical Society is taking steps to amend 1994 
legislation of the Illinois Department of Professional 
Regulation that places such a requirement on anyone 
consulting public records for "a fee or other valuable 
consideration." The object of the amendment is to clearly 
exempt those who do so in researching genealogy, lineage 
or ancestry. 
The Family Tree, 8:1 (February/March 1998), Sec. B, p. 18 

Welsh Wedding Customs 
In Wales, before chapels were licensed to hold wedding 
ceremonies in the last century, weddings took place in the 
parish church. There were two kinds of weddings 
recognized. 

The first was the "horse wedding" (priodas geffyl) which 
was the equivalent of a very fancy wedding today. The 
couple would be carried on horseback to the church. The 
horse represented high status. 

Most people went to their wedding on foot (priodas 
droed. In some cases, the bride might even be ritually 
"stolen" by the bridegroom's friends, meaning the 
bridegroom and friends of the bride had to make a long 
quest searching for the "lost bride." This might last for 
hours, delaying the ceremony. It all added to the fun of the 
occasion. 
Y Drych via The Family Tree, 8:3 (June/July 1998), Sec. A, p.  32 
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