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Our January meeting will be held in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library located on 350 Nevada Street 
in Auburn. 

Thursday evening, the 28"  of January 
7:00 p.m. 

Jim Rader 
Genealogy Research on the Internet 

1999 PCGS Board of Directors 
Congratulations to our 1999 Board of Directors who were 
unanimously elected at our November meeting. 

"resident 	  Barbara Leak 
Vice President 	  Virginia Pierce 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Juanita Peterson 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pam Gissy 
Director 	  Cindy Toffelmier 

February 2, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on February 2nd for the 
next Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

1999 Dues 
The proposal to increase our dues passed unanimously at the 
November meeting. Annual dues are now $11.00 per 
individual and $15 per family. Your 1999 membership is due 
on January 1 and must be received by April 1 to avoid being 
dropped from our membership list. 

Genealogy Bulletin 
AGLL is offering a bulk subscription rate of only $12.00 
annually to society members, starting with the Mar/Apr 1999 
issue. See Bev at the January and February meetings or send 
a check (made out to PCGS) to Beverly Russell, 12586 Out 
Of The Way Place, Auburn CA 95603. 

Placer County Vital Records Access 
Report from Barbara Leak, PCGS President 
PCGS has received from the Placer County Clerk-
Recorder's Office written verification of their policy 
regarding access to vital records for genealogical 
research. This written communication from Jeanne 
Taylor, Clerk-Recorder Manager, was in response to 
a request from our society for clarification of their 
policy. Their policy is as follows: 
1. Placer County death records and their 

indexes are open to public viewing. 
2. Placer County marriage records and their 

indexes are open to public viewing, except 
for the Confidential Marriages which are 
closed to the public by state law. 

3. The birth records, including delayed birth 
registrations, and their indexes are open to 
public viewing, except births certificates for 
the years 1943 to 1951. (During this nine 
year time period, information was recorded 
on the certificates that was later ruled by the 
State to be confidential. Copies of the 
certificates, with the confidential 
information deleted, may be purchased, but 
they cannot be openly viewed and searched 
by the public. The Recorder's Office is 
currently trying to get the index to these 
records on their computer where the public 
can at least search the index.) 

Records may be searched any time between 8:00 am 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Because of 
limited space and to insure the availability of a staff 
person to assist you, it is best if you call in advance 
for an appointment. Their phone number is (530) 
886-5600. 

The Auburn-Placer County Library 
will be closed the following dates: 

February 12, 1999 
February 15, 1999 

President's Holidays 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
January 12t1i 	10:00 until noon 
February 9th 	10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAllister at 878-0714 for location and 
directions. 

Saturday, February 20"  1999 
Commodore Sloat Chapter National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution with The Family History Center 
present the 181h  Annual Genealogical Seminar, featuring 
Karen Clifford on "How New Techniques are Helping to 
Reach New Heights". $25.00 with lunch or $20.00 without 
lunch. Noche Buena and Plumas Ayes, Seaside, CA 
831372-4445 todd-4445.@worldnet.att.net  

Saturday, March 13, 1999 
Sacramento LDS Family History Center presents a Family 
History Seminar in Carmichael, CA 

Saturday, March 27, 1999 
Tuolumne County Genealogical Society's Spring Seminar 
will feature Henry Z. "Hank" Jones, Jr., 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at the Sonora Hills Clubhouse. $20 Non-members which 
includes salad luncheon. Contact Eva Diggle, 20045 Gibbs 
Drive, Sonora, CA 95370 209 533-1645 

Friday and Saturday, April 9-10, 1999 
California Genealogical Society presents their annual Family 
History Fair. Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton, CA 
(near the intersection of US Highways 580 and 680) This 
year's theme is "Your International Heritage". 

Saturday, April 17, 1999 
Roots Cellar, Sacramento Genealogical Society presents 
Cyndi Howells, creator of Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on 
the Internet All-day seminar. samidhud@aol.com  

Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 
January 27, 1999 March 24, 1999 May 26, 1999 
The cost for the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25. Checks 
must be received one week prior to the trip. For reservations 
and information about times and pick-up points, call Ralpha 
Crouse 916 689-4524. Make checks payable to G.A.S. and 
mail to Ralpha Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento 
CA 95828. 

The California Gold Rush Sesquicentennial 
Lectures Information from The Placer Nov-Dec 
1998 
January 27, 1999, 7:00 p.m. 
Where Have All the Young Men Gone?: The Social 
Legacy of the Gold Rush, Elizabeth Jameson, 
University of New Mexico - California State 
Archives Auditorium 

February 10, 1999 7:00 p.m. 
Clouded Legacy: The Gold Rush and California 
Indians, Albert L. Hurtado, University of Oklahoma 
University Ballroom, CSUS Student Union 

Michigan vitals available 
A website established by the Michigan Division of 
Vital Records and Health Statistics now makes 
available an index to death records for all counties 
from 1867-1875. These records encompass about 
81,540 persons and is expected to be expanded. You 
may search by name, county or date. Access this 
information at 
www.mdch.state.mi.us/PI-IAIOSRIgendis/index.htm  

Make your own stickie notes.. .er, non-stickie notes 
Most all genealogists know already that the oh-so-
convenient stickie notes are a no-no for use on 
anything you wish to keep for a long time. The 
Cloud Family Journal had an idea for making non-
stickie notes that will not harm your precious 
genealogical documents. Here's what you do: Use 
alkaline or non-acidic paper and cut a stack of 
"notes" about 3 inches by 4 inches or whatever size 
you need. Fold the note in half vertically and nip a 
slanted cut partway in from the fold. When you 
open the note, you should have a "v" cut in the 
middle of the note. Slip that notch onto the edge of 
the paper or book page after you have annotated it 
with your message. No adhesive, no damage. 
You can make a stack of them at one time and cut 
the notches in several notes with one clip of the 
scissors. You'll save money and protect your 
papers. There are commercial products like this for 
identification of rare books.. .but they are about 10 
cents each. You can make your own much cheaper. 
Remember to choose a pencil or archival-safe pen 
when you write on your homemade notes. 
The Family Tree Oct/Nov 1998 

A Chinese Wish 
When translated into Mandarin Chinese, Pepsi's 
advertising slogan of "Come alive with the Pepsi 
Generation" becomes "Pepsi brings your ancestors 
back from the grave." 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

At the Auburn Family History 
Center: 

Passport Applications 
I thought it was a hopeless quest. He immigrated to 
America in 1882 through the port of New York. I did not 
know the date of entry. I did not know the name of the 
ship. The New York passenger lists for that time period 
are not indexed. One roll of microfilm contains about one 
month's worth of passenger lists and takes a good three or 
four hours to search, line by line. Searching the lists for an 
entire year would be a monumental (and not very 
appealing) task. 

I obtained his naturalization records. No help there. I 
checked all of the published immigration indexes (Filby's 
Index, Germans to America, etc.). No help there either. I 
gave up. 

Then I learned about a new source. In 1922, he returned to 
,Germany for a visit. By then, he was a naturalized 

American citizen and had an American passport. Could I 
get the passport application? Yes! 

Except for a short time during the Civil War, passports 
were not required for Americans traveling abroad until 
World War I. Many travelers obtained them anyway. 
Information in the applications varies, but they usually 
contain the applicant's name, signature, place of 
residence, age, personal description and, sometimes, the 
applicant's exact date and place of birth. If the applicant 
was a naturalized citizen, the application may give the 
date and port of immigration to the US., the name of the 
vessel on which he arrived, and the date and court of 
naturalization. 

The National Archives has passport applications for the 
years 1791 to 1925. They have recently been microfilmed 
in the following four series: 
M1371 Registers and Indexes to Passport Applications, 

1810-1906 
M1372 Passport Applications, 1795-1905 
M1848 Indexes to Passport Applications, 1906-1925 
M1490 Passport Applications, 1906-1925 

- The Family History Library has copies of the microfilms 
and they can be obtained on loan through the Auburn 
Family History Center. To find the them listed in the 
Family History Library Catalog (FHLC), look in the 

Author/Title Section under NATIONAL ARCHIVES - 
M1371 (or M1372 or M1848 or M1490). 

Obtaining his passport application was a snap. It gave his 
name, his father's name, his exact date and place of birth, 
current residence, former residences, occupation, physical 
description (including his photo), signature, date and place 
of naturalization, where he intended to travel to on his trip 
abroad and why, the name of the ship he was traveling on, 
the port he was sailing from and the intended date of 
departure, and.. .regarding his immigration to America, it 
said he emigratedfrom the port of Le Havre, France, 
about March 1882. 

Finding that elusive ship passenger list is no longer a 
hopeless quest. Now I need only search one or two rolls of 
microfilm (for the month of March and perhaps early 
April 1882) and I need only search the lists for ships that 
sailed from Le Havre. Definitely a do-able research task. 

Passport applications are a record source that we rarely 
hear about. However, now that they are microfilmed, they 
are easy to access and search. Not everyone had a 
passport, but if your ancestor did, the information in the 
application is well worth the small effort it takes to obtain 
it. It may even help you solve a once hopeless research 
problem. 

In the Auburn Library: 

The Genealogy Sourcebook, by Sharon DeBartolo 
Carmack, CGRS (Los Angeles: Lowell House, 1997). It's a 
good thing this book is on the library's circulating shelves 
because it is not a reference-type research guide. It's a sit-
down-in-a-comfy-chair-and-read-it book. It's not about 
how to do research. It's about being a genealogist. Sharon 
Carmack discusses the importance of joining a 
genealogical society, opportunities for genealogical 
education, the need to study research guides and journals, 
preparing for a research trip, when and how to hire a 
professional, becoming a professional (researcher, writer, 
teacher, lecturer), and leaving a family history legacy. Of 
course, she also covers the research basics: using charts 
and logs, getting organized, citing your sources. She 
reviews the various types of records available by weaving 
them into case studies that demonstrate the research 
process. And she shares the genealogy experience with 
insightful comments. My favorite: "You aren't a true 
genealogist until you've dropped a roll of microfilm and 
hopelessly watched it unrolling down the aisle." (Been 
there, done that!) The Genealogy Sourcebook can be 
checked out of the library for reading at home ... in a comfy 
chair. (Call # 929.1 Car) 
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Ancestors: A Beginner's Guide to Family History & 
Genealogy, by Jim and Terry Willard with Jane Wilson 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1997). In 1997, PBS 
television aired Ancestors, a ten-part series on the 
significance of family history. This is the companion book 
to that series. The ten chapters of the book correspond to 
the ten episodes of the show. If you saw it on TV, you will 
recognize the personal stories that served as introductions 
to each episode. They are retold here. As a research guide, 
the book is aimed at beginners. It is more comprehensive 
than the TV show was and is beautifully illustrated. For 
someone brand-new to genealogy, it is an inviting "first 
read." Ancestors. A Beginner's Guide to Genealogy & 
Family History is on the library's circulating shelves and 
can be checked out for reading at home. (Call #929.1 Wil) 

Please Sign the Register Each Time You Use 
the Genealogy Section in the 

Auburn-Placer County Library. 

1850 Census - A Question of Age 
Knowing what the census taker asked can help us to make 
better sense out of the answers given on the census 
schedules. In 1850, the census enumerators were given the 
following instructions for recording ages of individuals: 

Under heading 4, entitled "Age," insert in figures what 
was the specific age of each person at his or her last 
birthday previous to the 1St of June, opposite the name of 
such person. If the exact age in years can not be 
ascertained, insert a number which shall be the nearest 
approximate to it. The age, either exact or estimated, of 
everyone, is to be inserted. 
Submitted by Barbara Leak 

Divorce in China 
Divorce was permitted under ancient Chinese law, but not 
unless the divorcing husband could find some home that 
would take in the wife he wanted to divorce. Nor could he 
divorce his wife if he'd been poor when he married her but 
since had become rich. And one other thing: If his wife 
mourned the deaths of his parents for three years, he 
couldn't divorce her thereafter. 
Crop News, No. 689 (Dec 1998). Submitted by Barbara Leak 

Great idea for 2000 census! 
Here's a wonderful idea! After completing the information 
on your own 2000 census form, make a copy for your own 
genealogical files. These census records won't be 
released until 2075. With thanks to the Imperial Polk County 
Genealogical Society. The Family Tree Oct/Nov 1998 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Barbara Lear 
V President 	  Virginia Pierce 
P President 	  Pamela Dallas 
R Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
C Secretary 	  Juanita Peterson 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Director 	  Pam Gissy 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Pam Gissy 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	 Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	  Pam Dallas/ Barbara Leak 
New Member Mailings 	  Mildred Mathis 
Programs 	  Virginia Pierce 
Research 	 Barbara Leak 
Sales 	 Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
	 http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  

Why did they have marriage bonds? 
According to an article in Bluegrass Roots, marriage 
bonds were instituted in colonial Virginia to prevent 
couples from being married who were not qualified to 
marry. A disqualification might be that one of the parties 
was already married, or not old enough to marry, or an 
indentured servant without permission of the master or 
persons within Levitical degrees (too close a family tie). 
The law providing for marriage bonds was passed by an 
Act of the Virginia Assembly in 1661. The Family Tree 
Oct/Nov 1998 

U.S. Genealogical Stamp? 
One of our country's most popular hobbies has never had 
a postage stamp. To be part of a three-year approval 
process which would be issued in 2001, voice your 
opinion NOW. Contact the U.S. Postal Service by e-mail 
at: customeremail.usps.gov/ or write a letter to Citizens' 
Stamp Advisory Committee, do Stamp Management, U.S. 
Postal Service, 475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 444474EB, 
Washington, DC 20260-6756 Solano County Genealogical 
Society Nov 1998 
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Dawes Rolls on the Internet 
The American Indians who were accepted on the final 
rolls of the Five Civilized Tribes as members of the 

-Cherokee, Seminole and Creek tribes—those 50,000 more 
or less people—can now be searched on the Internet. The 
records of the Choctaw and Chickasaw are not yet online, 
but it is reported that they will be completed soon. 

This record was produced for members of the Dawes 
Commission from 1898 to 1914 in Indian Territory (now 
Oklahoma). It was required that each person applying had 
to prove their ancestry and their tribal affiliation. The 
evidentiary documents are included in the case files of all 
those who did apply and are a wonderful source of 
information for today's genealogists. 

The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) has a NARA Archival Information Locator 
(NAIL), which is an interactive database on a wide variety 
of NARA's holdings. This source is updated weekly. 
Search at <http://www.nara.gov/naralnail.html>. 
The Family Tree, 8:3 (June/July 1998), Sec. B, p. 11 

Canadian records on the Internet 
There is now a website for 18" and 19'  century Canadian 
records. It includes the searchable Miscellaneous 

.Immigration List compiled by the Canadian National 
Archive of scattered records discovered over the years. 
There are about 40,000 records available. Access the 
website at www.ingeneas.com  

The 1872 Marriage Law 
This act of the last Legislature will be in force from the 
first day of July 1872. It prohibits the marriage of males 
under 16 and of females under 14; limits Whites, Blacks 
and Indians to their respective races. Parties under 18 
years of age can not obtain license without the consent of 
their parents or some near relative with whom they reside. 
The license must give the full names of parties and of their 
parents, their ages, color and place of residence. If a 
minister or magistrate marries without proper license, or 
fail within two months thereafter to make a return of the 
names, ages, color and residences of the parties, attested 
to by at least three witnesses, he is to pay a fine of $200. 
Marriage contracts to defraud creditors are void. 
Husbands are not liable for debt of wives, contracted 
before marriage. By written agreements of the parties, 
any wife may become a "free trader." The Superior Courts 
may grant divorces for desertion, when one party shall 
"maliciously turn the other out of doors," "endanger the 
life of the other," "render life burdensome," or "become an 
habitual drunkard." 
Either man or wife eloping with another party forfeits all 
claim on the person or the property of the party forsaken. 
In granting a divorce, the Judge is to give proper orders in 
regard to the support and education of the children. 
With thanks to The Biblical Recorder via The Carolinas 
Genealogical Society via The Family Tree 

Dues are Due for 1999! 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 	 MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

TELEPHONE INCLUDE AREA CODE 

ADDRESS 

	

$ 11.00 Individual Membership 
	

$15.00 Family Membership 

	

Book Fund Contribution 
	

$ 	TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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Getting Rid of Mold and Mildew 
Recently I had the opportunity to rescue three old Bibles 
that were found in an old (MOLDY) trunk under a house 
in Nevada City. I put out a query on ROOTS-L on how 
best to handle the Bibles as well as other paper items that 
were between the pages. Here were some of the solutions. 

Find a box with a tight fitting lid and put charcoal in the 
bottom and overlay this with a few newspapers and put 
books on top of the papers and close tightly and store for a 
period of time until the odors are absorbed by the 
charcoal. 

Saturate a cloth with Lysol and wipe the books and papers 
gently with solution, then use a dry cloth to dry. 

Set items in the sun or under a lamp until completely dry 
and then brush the mold off very gently with a soft brush. 

Make a solution of Purex and water 6-1. Moisten a rag 
and wring it out well. Wipe the books and papers. Do not 
get much water on them. Kith & Kin November 1998 

Speeding ticket for railroads? 
In 1829, Governor of New York, Martin Van Buren, wrote 
to the President of the United States, "The canal system of 
this country is being threatened by the spread of a new 
form of transportation know as 'railroads.' As you may 
well know, railroad carriages are pulled at the enormous 
speed of 15 miles per hour by engines, which, in addition 
to endangering life and limb of passengers, roar and snort 
their way through the countryside. The Almighty 
certainly never intended that people should travel at such 
breakneck speed." With thanks to The American Legion 
Magazine. The Family Tree Oct/Nov 1998 

Information and Referral 
Finding help or the right resources for a family member or 
friend can be confusing. Information and Referral (I&R), 
located at the Auburn Library, is a clearinghouse for 
senior and community information in Placer County. 
Desk hours are 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Call 530 886-4540 or 
1-8— 488-4308 ext. 4540, or drop by the I&R desk at the 
Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street. Phone messages are 
recorded when the desk is closed. 
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