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why not offer to help? To volunteer, call Barbara 
Leak at (916) 652-7554 (evenings) or leave a 
message at (530) 887-2646. 

Thursday evening, the 25th  of February 
7:00 p.m. 

Glenda Lloyd 
U.S. Census Records 

Guest Speaker: Glenda Lloyd 
Glenda Lloyd is well known in the Sacramento area where 
she has been teaching genealogy at workshops, seminars, and 
adult education classes for many years. A resident of 
_Orangevale, she is an active member of Root Cellar, 

acramento Genealogical Society. Her popular lecture on 
U.S. Census Records is a presentation from which every 
genealogy researcher can learn and benefit. 

March 2, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on March 2nd for the next 
Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

March 27, 1999 Saturday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Beecher Room Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Tracing Your Family Tree: How to Begin 
Past attendees have lauded it as "absolutely the best, most 
practical class I've ever taken. This was just great!" Placer 
County Genealogical Society's annual class on the basics of 
genealogy is good for the complete novice to the intermediate 
researcher needing a refresher course. If you have never 
before taken a class in the basics, you are encouraged to 
attend. Bring a sack lunch. Admission is free. (Optional 
handbook costs $8.) Space is limited, so call PCGS at (530) 
i87-2646 to reserve your seat. 

A couple of volunteers are needed to staff the registration 
table at the seminar. If you are planning to attend anyway, 

Two PCGS Members Receive State Honors 
Two PCGS members have received 1998 
Distinguished Service Awards from the California 
State Genealogical Alliance (CSGA). The award is 
presented in recognition of continuing service and 
support in the field of genealogy and family history, 
and particularly for outstanding service to CSGA or 
one of its member organizations. The recipients are 
Barbara Leak and Nancy Morebeck. 

Since 1993, Barbara Leak has served terms as 
treasurer, vice president and newsletter editor for 
the Genealogical & Historical Council of 
Sacramento Valley. She is currently the Council's 
publications director. She is also past and current 
president of the Placer County Genealogical 
Society, volunteers at the Auburn Family History 
Center, and lectures at genealogy seminars and 
society meetings. 

Nancy Morebeck, a resident of Vacaville, has served 
as the Council's registrar since 1994, and previously 
served as publications director. She is a past 
president of the Solano County Genealogical 
Society (SCGS), volunteers at the SCGS Library 
and the Vacaville Family History Center, teaches 
beginning genealogy classes and lectures at 
seminars, and has published five books. 

Congratulations Barbara and Nancy. 

Genealogy Bulletin 
AGLL is offering a bulk subscription rate of only 
$12.00 annually to society members, starting with 
the Mar/Apr 1999 issue. See Bev at the February 
meetings or send a check (made out to PCGS) to 
Beverly Russell, 12586 Out Of The Way Place, 
Auburn CA 95603. 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
February 9" 10:00 until noon 
March 9" 	 10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAllister at 878-0714 for location. 

Saturday, February 20t  1999 
Commodore Sloat Chapter National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution with The Family History Center 
present the 181hAnnual Genealogical Seminar, featuring 
Karen Clifford on "How New Techniques are Helping to 
Reach New Heights". $25.00 with lunch or $20.00 without 
lunch. Noche Buena and Plumas Ayes, Seaside, CA 
831372-4445 todd-4445.@worldnet.att.net  

Saturday, March 13, 1999 
Sacramento LDS Family History Center presents a Family 
History Seminar in Carmichael, CA. For more information 
call 916 487-2090 

Saturday, March 27, 1999 
Tuolumne County Genealogical Society's Spring Seminar 
will feature Henry Z. "Hank" Jones, Jr., 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at the Sonora Hills Clubhouse. $20 Non-members which 
includes salad luncheon. Contact Eva Diggle, 20045 Gibbs 
Drive, Sonora, CA 95370 209 533-1645 

Friday and Saturday, April 9-10,1999 
California Genealogical Society presents their annual Family 
History Fair. Pre Registration for Non CGS members $20 for 
one day or $25 for two days. At the door registration $25 for 
one day and $35 for two days. Admission to exhibits only 
will be $10 per day. Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton, CA (near the intersection of US Highways 580 
and 680) This year's theme is "Your International Heritage". 

Saturday, April 17, 1999 
Roots Cellar, Sacramento Genealogical Society presents 
Cyndi Howells, Webmaster and Creator of Cyndi's List of 
Genealogy Sites. Seminar is limited to the first 200 who 
register. Location will be Mount Vernon Memorial Park, 
8201 Greenback Lane, Fair Oaks, CA 95628, 8:00 am. to 
3:30 p.m. Non Members Register for $27.00 before March 
10 and $30.00 after. There will be no "at the door" 
registration. Make check payable to Root Cellar and mail to: 
Root Cellar, P0 Box 265, Citrus Heights, CA 95611-0265 
samidhud@aol.com  
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Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 
March 24, 1999 May 26, 1999 
The cost for the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25. 
Checks must be received one week prior to the trip. 
For reservations and information about times and 
pick-up points, call Ralpha Crouse 916 689-4524. 
Make checks payable to G.A.S. and mail to Ralpha 
Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento CA 
95828. 

Saturday, March 27, 1999 
Tracing Your Family Tree: How to Begin 
See front page 

The California Gold Rush Sesquicentennial 
Lectures The Placer Nov-Dec 1998 
February 10, 1999 7:00 p.m. 
Clouded Legacy: The Gold Rush and California 
Indians, Albert L. Hurtado, University of Oklahoma 
University Ballroom, CSUS Student Union 
March 10, 1999 7:00 p.m. 
"Do You Think I'll Lug Trunks? ": African 
Americans in Gold Rush California, Shirley Ann 
Wilson Moore, CSUS 
March 24, 1999 7:00 p.m. 
Never Far From Home: Being Chinese in the 
California Gold Rush, Sylvia Sun Minnick, 
Stockton, CA 

Illinois Public Records Access Update 
On July 24, 1998, Illinois Governor Edgar signed 
Public Act 90-633 (effective immediately) that 
amended the Illinois Private Detective Act of 1993. 
This new measure exempts from licensing 
provisions of the Private Detective Act any "person, 
firm or corporation engaged solely and exclusively 
in tracing and compiling lineage or ancestry." 

In brief, anyone consulting public records for 
genealogical research, even for monetary payment, 
is not required to possess an Illinois private 
detective license. 

Hopefully, this will put to rest the rumor that all 
public records in Illinois are closed to researchers. 

The Family Tree. 8:6 (Dec 1998/Jan 1999) 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New At the Auburn Family 
History Center: 
Available for searching at the 
Auburn Family History Center 
(FHC) are some new vital 

records indexes on computer CD-ROM. These indexes, 
published by the Family History Library (Fl-IL), are for the 
United States, Canada, and the British Isles. 

Vital Records Index—North America is a collection of 
church and civil records on seven CD-ROMs (1 CD of 
birth and christenings, 6 CDS of marriages). The 
information is compiled from selected U.S. and Canadian 
records that are on microfilm at the Fl-IL. Some of the 
information is also in the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI), but much of it is newly indexed by the FHL. The 
records span the years 1620 to 1888 and include the names 
of approximately 5 million people. 

As with other FHL databases, the index is easy to use. 
Start by typing in a name. You can also enter a state (or 
irovince) and year. You can search by exact or similar 
name spelling. An index list of names will appear on the 
computer screen. Just use the computer mouse to click on 
a name to see additional information about that entry. 

Each index entry for a marriage shows the name being 
searched, year of marriage, state, and spouse's name. After 
clicking on a name from the index, you will see the 
groom's name, bride's name, date of marriage, where 
recorded (county and state), the FHL microfilm number 
for the source record, and dates covered by the record 
collection on the microfilm. 

Birth and christening index entries show the name being 
searched, year, place, and names of parents. After clicking 
on a name, you will be given the child's name, sex, birth 
date, place recorded, father and mother's names, the FHL 
microfilm number for the source record, and dates covered 
by the records on the microfilm. Next, you can click the 
"parent search" button on the toolbar to see a list of other 
children with those same parents. 

Records can be tagged for printing. Another feature on 
the toolbar is the "locality search" button. This option 
gives you a list of the record collections that are indexed 
in the database. From here you can do a surname search on 
a specific collection of records, or see all entries from a 
specific collection of records. For example, my initial 

search of the entire index for the name Sally Green 
Thomas turned up a marriage entry for her. The source is 
cited as the Civil Records for Lewiston, Androscoggin 
Co., Maine, 1845-1855 (FHL microfilm #22393 1). 
Through the "locality search" feature, I then was able to 
search for all Thomases in the Lewiston civil records only. 
That is, instead of having to weed through all the 
Thomases in the entire database, I was able to 
automatically sort out just the ones in the Lewiston civil 
records. I could also pull out all of the entries from the 
Lewiston civil records, regardless of surname. 

Information on search strategies and wildcard characters is 
available on the "Help" screen and will enable you to use 
the index more effectively. Be aware, this is not a 
complete index. Your ancestor may not appear here even 
though you know he or she lived in a time and place 
covered by the index. And not all times and places are 
covered. For instance, the index contains only one 
collection of birth/christening records and no marriages 
for South Carolina. On the other hand, it contains 59 
birth/christening collections and 135 marriage record 
collections for the state of Texas. The FHL plans to 
continue updating the index, adding millions of new 
names with each release. 

Be aware also that this is a compiled index. Whenever you 
find information in this database, trace it through to the 
original source on microfilm. The original record often 
contains additional information not extracted for the 
database, and sometimes the person copying the 
information from the original record made mistakes. 
Copies of most of the microfilms from which information 
in this database was extracted can be ordered for a small 
fee at the Auburn Family History Center or any of the 
more than 3,000 LDS family history centers worldwide. 

Vital Records Index—British Isles is a five CD set 
indexing birth, christening and marriage records from 
selected parishes in the British Isles (1 CD of marriages 
and 4 CDS of births/christenings). The index covers an 
approximate time period of 1538 to 1888 and contains 
about 5 million names from the countries of England, 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and the Isle of Man. The 
procedure for searching the index and the information 
provided is basically the same as with the Vital Records 
Index—North America, except of course that you can 
modify your search by country and county, rather than 
country and state. Again, this is not a complete index, but 
it will continue to be updated by the FHL. And the index 
does give reference information which allows you to 
located the original record on microfilm. 
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The 1790 Census 
The first enumeration began on the first Monday in 
August 1790, little more than a year after the inauguration 
of President Washington and shortly before the second 
session of the first Congress ended. Congress assigned 
responsibility for the 1790 census to the marshals of the 
U.S. judicial districts. The law required that every 
household be visited and that completed census schedules 
be posted in "two of the most public places within [each 
jurisdiction], there to remain for the inspection of all 
concerned..." The six questions in 1790 called for the 
name of the head of the family and the number of persons 
in each household of the following descriptions: free white 
males of 16 years and upward (to assess the country's 
industrial and military potential), free white males under 
16 years, free white females, all other free persons (by sex 
and color), and slaves. 

Marshals took the census in the original thirteen states, 
plus the districts of Kentucky, Maine, and Vermont, and 
the Southwest Territory (Tennessee). There is no evidence 
of a 1790 census in the Northwest Territory. 

Early census acts prescribed the questions for each 
decennial census, but the U.S. Government did not furnish 
uniform printed schedules until 1830. In 1790, the 
marshals submitted their returns in whatever form they 
found convenient (and sometimes with added 
information). 

In 1908, the Census Bureau prepared a 12-volume work 
titled Heads of Families of the First Census of the United 
States Taken in the Year 1790 [State] that reproduces the 
surviving completed 1790 schedules in printed form with 
indexes. U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 
200 Years of US. Census Taking: Population and Housing 
Questions, 1790-1990 (Washington, DC: Government Printing 
Office, 1989) Submitted by Barbara Leak 

Sacramento FHC Has New Director 
Mel Stephenson has been named the new Director of the 
Sacramento LDS Family History Center. Verl Weight, the 
FHC's founder, has retired after more than 30 years as 
Director. Assistant Director Charles Green has also 
recently retired. 

Nevada County Genealogical Society Web Site 
Nevada County Genealogical Society proudly announces 
activation of their new web site. David L. Perkins is their 
webmaster. Visit them at <http://www.nccn.net/—'ncgs>. 

Roommates Wanted: Richmond VA & Washington DC 
Six members of the Placer and Nevada County 
Genealogical Societies are attending the National 
Genealogical Society's 1999 Conference in the States in 
Richmond, VA. We fly back on Sunday, May 9; spend 
two days researching at the Library of Virginia (State 
Library & Archives); spend four days at the national 
conference (exceptional lectures and huge vendor/exhibit 
hall); spend an evening at Williamsburg; and fly home on 
Sunday, May 16. Three ladies are staying an extra week 
for research in Washington, DC (Library of Congress, 
DAR Library, National Archives) and flying home on 
Sunday, May 23. Room is available for one or two more 
roommates. Any ladies interested in traveling with us, call 
Barbara Leak at (916) 652-7554 (evenings) or leave a 
message at (530) 887-2646. Please respond ASAP. To find 
out more about the conference, visit the NGS web site at 
<www.ngsgenealogy.org>. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 
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In Memoriam 
Adria Naoma Krueger 
PCGS member Adria Krueger passed away January 20, 
1999 in Fair Oaks at the age of 85. Adria was born 
January 26, 1913 in Baltimore, Ohio, and lived in the 
Loomis area for the past 55 years. She was a member of 
the First United Methodist Church of Loomis, the Loomis 
Women's Democratic Party, the Friends of the Loomis 
Library, and was an avid genealogist. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Arthur Krueger in 1983, and is 
survived by I son, 2 daughters, 7 grandchildren, 15 great 
grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. Our 
condolences to her family. 

New Member 
We cordially greet the following new member and wish 
her every success in all genealogical efforts. 

#535 Janet Aust 
P0 Box 978 Newcastle CA 95658-0978 

The Auburn-Placer County Library 
will be closed the following dates: 

February 12, 1999 and February 15, 1999 
President's Holidays 

Microfilm Records from Eastern Europe 
Genealogists often think that microfilming of records in 
East Germany did not occur until after the reunification of 
Germany. This is not true. Filming started in East 
Germany in 1949, three years before filming started in 
West Germany. 

During WWII, the National Socialists stored many 
governmental and genealogically valuable records in 
abandoned mines and castle ruins which were considered 
unlikely military targets. Some concerned Mormons 
tracked down the records in salt mines at Strassfurt and in 
castles at Rothenburg and Rathsfeld. The records were 
kept out of the hands of former Nazi and Russian officials 
and were transported to Berlin for return to their proper 
place of origin or were placed in various Berlin 
repositories. Many of the records were filmed before the 
end of the work in 1952. 

While Poland was still under Communist rule in 1967, the 
Director General of the Polish State Archives asked 
Mormon film crews to film Polish civil registration 
records. There were 10,675 rolls of such film made 
between 1967 and 1975. The Roman Catholic Church also 
asked to have many of their records filmed. 

Ask at your local LDS family history center about these 
microfilmed records. 

The Family Tree, 8:3 (June/July 1998) 

Dues are Due for 1999! 

Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 	FIRST 	 MIDDLE 
	

LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

TELEPHONE INCLUDE AREA CODE 

ADDRESS 

  

$ 11.00 Individual Membership 

  

$15.00 Family Membership 

    

   

Book Fund Contribution $ 	TOTAL ENCLOSED 

        



February 1999 	 PLACER TRAILS 	 6 

Indiana Genealogy Column 
The Terre Haute (Indiana) Tribune Star newspaper runs a 
weekly query column in the Sunday paper. Queries should 
include a specific county in west central Indiana (Vigo, 
Clay, Parke, Sullivan and Vermillion Counties) or a 
nearby county in southeastern Illinois (Edgar and Clarke 
Counties). 

Placing a query is free. Write clearly and include your 
name and address. Phone number or e-mail address is 
optional. Include a SASE only if you wish to receive a 
copy of your query. 

Send requests to Tamie Dehler, Genealogy Column, 
Tribune Star Publishing, Inc., P0 Box 149, Terre Haute, 
IN 47808. 

The Family Tree, 8:1 (February/March 1998) 

4-11 Program 
4-H clubs around the US have begun a program of 
teaching genealogical research to give youth an early start 
on this most important project-while their parents and 
grandparents are usually still with them. 

There are four divisions to this project, each one building 
on the one before. 

Division one begins at age nine or grade four. Students 
begin research notebooks, completing three generations of 
ancestry, including themselves. They are taught the 
correct way to write dates, locations and other data. 
Additional information on their three generations, 
including pictures and other original documentation is also 
encouraged. 

In the second year, students add another generation and 
supply sources of documentation, photographs of 
tombstones and an updated diary of their work. 

In the third year, six generations are included with full 
documentation and a picture or story about their sixth 
generation ancestor. 

In the advanced division, eight generations and other 
aspects of genealogy--migration patterns, census 
information, religious background, military history and the 
like are researched. 

4-H leaders help club members understand the project 
goals. As with all 4-H Club projects, club members are 
judged at local and state levels, with emphasis on the 
4-H'ers ability to follow instructions as well as to 
complete their project. The Family Tree Dec 1998/Jan 1999 
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