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Our May meeting will be held in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library located on 350 Nevada Street in 
Auburn. 

Thursday evening, the 27th of May 
7:00 p.m. 

Barbara Leak 
Federal Land Records 

Speaker: Barbara Leak 
Was your ancestor a homesteader? Did he receive military 
bounty-land? Did he settle on the frontier? PCGS member 
Barbara Leak has been studying and lecturing on land records 
research for ten years. She will introduce us to patents, tract 
books, survey plats and land-entry flies, and explain what's 
available from the Recorder's Office, Bureau of Land 
Management, National Archives, and the Internet. Before 
attending this meeting, you may want to look at the federal land 
patent indexes at the following two Web sites: 
wwwglorecords. blm.gov  and 
www.rootsweb. com/—usgenweb/ca/ca-land. htm. 

RAFFLE: 
Basic Researcher's Guide to Homesteads and Other Federal 
Land Records by James C. Barsi 

Maps 
Genealogists need maps. For your convenience and while 
supplies last, the following three wall maps from the 
Department of the Interior are available at PCGS meetings. 
(Sorry, PCGS does not offer these maps by mail order.): 
• U.S. Map Showing Routes of Principal Explorers $4.00 each 
• U.S. Map of County Outlines 	 $6.00 each 

(Hint: This map is a great research tool. Use colored 
pencils to shade the counties where your ancestors 
lived.) 

• U.S. Map Showing Public Land Surveys, Historical 
Boundaries, Indian Reservations, etc. 	 $8.00 each 

FOR SALE FROM PCGS 
How to Begin Book, 1999 edition 
PCGS's handbook, Tracing Your Family Tree: 
How to Begin, contains chapters on genealogical 
forms, setting up a filing system, original record 
sources, the Internet, research by mail, using the 
Auburn Family History Center and the Auburn-
Placer County Library, and evaluating your 
evidence. Also included are lists of local area 
genealogical organizations and research facilities. 
The 1999 How to Begin book costs $10.00. (PCGS 
members may deduct a $2.00 discount.) It is 
available at PCGS meetings, or may be mail 
ordered for an additional $1.50 postage. 

PCGS Surname Directory, 1999 edition 
The purpose of a surname directory is to assist 
genealogists who are researching the same 
ancestors to contact each other. Compiled from our 
surname card file in the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, this updated directory lists more than 2600 
names of ancestors being researched by PCGS 
members and visitors to our library. The PCGS 
Surname Directory costs $5.00 and is available at 
PCGS meetings, or may be mail ordered for an 
additional $1.50 postage. 

To mail order the How to Begin book and/or the 
Surname Directory, send a check to PCGS, P0 Box 
7385, Auburn, CA 95603-7385. Please write the 
title(s) of the book(s) ordered on the memo line of 
your check, or enclose a note listing the title(s) 
ordered. 

ihe World is raD by those who show 
up cor the ieeth 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
May 13th 	 10:00 until noon 
June 10th 	 10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAlister at 878-0714 for location. 

May 22, 1999, Saturday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
Spring Seminar Presenting nationally known genealogical 
lecturer and writer: 
John P. Colletta, PH.D. Event held at Luther Burbank Center 
for the Arts Harry A. Merlo Theater, Hwy 101 at River Road, 
Santa Rosa. $18 non-members, $20 at the door. Box lunch can 
be ordered for $10. Contact Natalie Gehl, Program Registrant, 
5321 Santa Teresa Ave., Santa Rosa, Ca 95409 
natjack@cableone.net  

Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 
May 26, 1999 
The cost for the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25. Checks 
must be received one week prior to the trip. For reservations 
and information about times and pick-up points, call Raipha 
Crouse 916 689-4524. Make checks payable to G.A.S. and 
mail to Raipha Crouse, 8000 Cottonwood Lane, Sacramento 
CA 95828. 

June 1, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the Auburn-
Placer County Library on June 1st for the next Day Study 
Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

1890 California Great Register Index Update 
In their April 1999 newsletter, the California Genealogical 
Society announced completion of the indexing of the 1890 
Great Register of Voters for San Francisco. This was the final 
county to be completed in a state-wide indexing project started 
in 1991 and organized by the California State Genealogical 
Alliance (CSGA). CSGA plans to publish the complete, state-
wide index in hard copy first, followed at a later date on CD-
ROM. It is intended to help fill the gap left by the missing 1890 
federal census. 

The 1890 Great Register for Placer County ii'as indexedfor 
this project by PCGS members Barbara Leak and Missy 
Wilson. The Placer County names are listed on our PCGS web 
site 

CGS Library Closes on Wednesdays 
Due to low usage, the California Genealogical 
Society's Library will no longer be open on 
Wednesday afternoons. The CGS Library is located 
at 1611 Telegraph Ave, Ste. 200, Oakland, and is 
open Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm. 

CGS News, 30:1 (April 1999) 

Arizona Vital records Law Passed 
The Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board 
announces that House Bill 2129 was passed and 
signed into law on May 4'  [1998] by Governor 
Hull. 

The law does two things: 1) It opens the birth and 
death records housed in the State Archives on July 
1'. Birth records must be 75 years or older, death 
records 50 years or older. 2) It makes an important 
change in language regarding the disposition of 
public records. Previously, "any county, municipal 
or other public official may in his discretion 
deposit [records] with the Arizona History and 
Archives Division..." The new language allows no 
discretion. Officials have only two options: 
maintaining the records themselves or transferring 
them to the State Archives. Some officials have 
interpreted "may in his discretion" to mean they 
could give their records to museums, historical 
societies or even genealogy groups. HB2 129 makes 
clear they may not. 

Most vital records are held by the Vital Records 
section of the Department of Health Services. You 
may contact the Vital Records Office at 
602-255-3260 or at 2727 W. Glendale Ave, 
Phoenix, AZ 85051. 
"Past & Present, "Everton 's Genealogical Helper, 53:1 

(Jan/Feb 1999) 

New Publication Announcement 
Sites and Cemeteries Butte County, California 
Book 1 
Soft-cover, spiral binding; 8.5x 11; 21 pp; indexed; 
$6.50 ($6.97 for California residents)+ $2.25 for 
postage and handling. Compiled from cemetery 
markers and associated records of 15 Butte County 
burial sites (due to boundary changes, 5 of these 
are now located in Plumas County). Over 160 
burials/listings; map; and photos. Order from 
Paradise Genealogical Society, P0 Box 460, 
Paradise, CA 95967-0460 

it 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

At the Auburn Family History Center: 
Lloyd Dison has been named as the new Director of the 
Auburn Family History Center. FHC staff members know 
Lloyd as the man who fixes all the computer problems. 
Congratulations and good luck to Lloyd. Many thanks for 
ajob well done to retiring Director and Assistant Director 
Jerry and Donna Lenzinger. 

At the Auburn-Placer County Library: 
A few months ago, someone signed the genealogy register 
in the Auburn Library and wrote in the comments column, 
"No Luck." Luck? Successful genealogy research is not 
about luck. It is about strategy. Good strategy develops 
from a deliberate effort to learn about record sources and a 
methodical effort to leave no source unused nor record 
unsearched. If you are having "no luck," it is because you 
are not looking in the right place. Other, more positive 
comments we have received include "Got good 
information," "Visiting from Long Island, NY," "Good 
selection," and "Found something! Yea!" 

PCGS member Ellie Moss was in town around Easter time 
and signed the library register. (A former Placer County 
resident, Ellie now lives in Montana.) Hi, Ellie! I saw your 
meccige. 

At the CGS Library: 
On Saturday, April 24, six PCGS members car pooled to 
the California Genealogical Society's new library digs in 
Oakland. (CGS recently moved their collection from San 
Francisco.) We originally had a much larger group 
scheduled to go, but had several last minute cancellations. 
Those who couldn't make it missed a chance to visit an 
excellent library. 

The CGS Library collection covers the entire United 
States and also has some foreign material. I was 
particularly impressed by their large collection of county 
histories. Actually, I was astounded by how many they 
had! I found a helpful family sketch in one and names of 
relatives on an early settlers list in another. 

I was pleased to find some books of Ohio cemetery 
records that listed my ancestors. I was not so pleased to 

find that the inscription for my 3 great-grandfather 
merely gave his name followed by "rest buried." I assume 
they mean the stone, not the man. My 3' great-
grandmother, whose given name was Azubah (it's from 
the Bible), is listed as "Azugau." 

Every genealogy library, no matter how large or small, 
could potentially hold the information for which you have 
been searching. In the middle of a 200-page, unindexed, 
compiled genealogy, I found a simple explanation for a 
complicated genealogy mystery I have struggled with for 
several years. (Two cousins with the same name had 
fathers with the same name, and married men with the 
same name!) 

CGS has a good selection on the New England states, 
including many books of early town vital records. 
Unfortunately for me, it was time to go home before I got 
a chance to look at them or the microfilm/fiche collection. 
I guess I will just have to visit CGS again sometime. 

My success at the CGS Library was not due to good luck. 
It was the result of a careful, methodical search of the 
resources. Not knowing ahead of time what the library had 
to offer, I went with my full research binder of family 
group sheets, prepared to search any of my family lines 
that they might have information on. My strategy paid off. 

The CGS Library is located in Oakland at 1611 Telegraph 
Avenue, Suite 200. Telephone (510) 663-1358. Hours are 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. There is a use fee of $5 if you are not a member of the 
California Genealogical Society. The first Saturday of 
every month is free. Parking lots and garages are located 
within a few blocks of the library. (We found that several 
of them are closed on Saturday.) For lunch, you can buy a 
sandwich and soda for under $5 at the cafe downstairs 
from the library. 

An Effective Hearing Aid 
It seems an older gentleman had serious hearing problems 
for a number of years. He went to the doctor and the 
doctor was able to have him fitted for a set of hearing aids 
that allowed the gentleman to hear 100%. A month later 
he returned to the doctor and the doctor said, "Your 
hearing is perfect. Your family must be really pleased that 
you can hear again." To which the gentleman said, "Oh, I 
haven't told my family yet. I just sit around and listen to 
the conversation. I've changed my will three times!" 
Internet 
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How to Begin Seminar Report 
With minimal advertising, we drew a full house for our 
How to Begin Seminar held Saturday, March 27. Forty-
five students attended from Placer, Nevada and 
Sacramento Counties. (Some traveled from as far away as 
Elk Grove.) At the end of the day, they were enthusiastic 
and sincere with their compliments. 

Thank you to our talented team of instructors: Pamela 
Dallas, Barbara Leak, Jerry & Donna Lenzinger, 
Marguerite McCurry, and Jerry Unruh. Thank you to the 
ladies who "voluntarily volunteered" to staff the 
registration table: Esther Ardary, Betty Hendricks and 
Mattie McAlister. (Thanks also to the ladies who offered, 
but weren't needed. What a novel experience to have too 
many volunteers!) Thank you to Leonard and Beverly 
Russell, who did a land office business at the supplies 
table. And a big thank you to everyone who, without being 
asked, helped stack chairs at the end of the day. 

New Members 
We cordially greet the following new members and wish 
them every success in all of their genealogical efforts. 

Kitty Sherron 
19385 Iron Mountain Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95949 

Bobette McClellan 
3200 Ayres Holmes Rd, Auburn,CA 95602 

Clint Hughes 
P0 Box 351, Weimar, CA 95736 

How Big is a Corps? 
Sometimes it is hard to understand the terms we find when 
we are researching our Civil War ancestors. Here are a 
few of the military terms we often see: A company was 
about 100 men; a Regiment was about 10 companies; a 
Brigade was two or more regiments. A corps was two or 
more divisions and an army was two or more corps. When 
you see the word enlistment that is the date your soldier 
joined the State Regiment. The muster date is after 
training, the date the unit was accepted into Federal 
Service. Discharge means the date the soldier left the 
service while his regiment was still active. The muster out 
date is the time when the regiment was released from 
active service. Wit/i thanks to the Delaware Genealogist via The 
Family Tree April/May 1999 

Contributors to Placer County Genealogical Society's 
Book Fund 

Harold Rogers and Dora Witt 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	 Barbara Leak 
V President 	  Virginia Pierce 
P President 	  Pamela Dallas 
R Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
C Secretary 	  Juanita Peterson 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Director 	  Pam Gissy 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Pam Gissy 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	 Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	  Pam Dallas! Barbara Leak 
New Member Mailings 	  Mildred Mathis 
Programs 	  Virginia Pierce 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
	 http://www.webcom.com/gunruhlpcgs.html  

The "death of Canadian census" exaggerated 
During the past few months, rumors have been rife 
regarding the closure and/or possible destruction of the 
1911 and later Canadian census records by Statistics 
Canada. There is no truth to the allegations. The records 
have been transferred from questionnaires to microfilm 
and are available for access by individual respondents. 
For more information please write the Chief Statistician, 
Dr. Ivan Fellegi, 120 Parkdale Ave, Ottawa, Ontario, KIA 
0T6 The Family Tree April/ May 1999 

Y'ft'M 	P,OP,: Kybord rot pagehed. 
PLr zz 11 to crnthue. 
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Software News From The Learning Company 
Over the past few years, there have been a number of 
acquisitions of genealogy software products and 
developers. Because The Learning Company now owns 
four of the leading genealogy titles, there have been 
concerns that they may discontinue development of one or 
more of the programs. That is not true. 

The Learning Company reports that they are now in a 
position to tailor each of their products to a unique 
segment of genealogy enthusiasts, providing functionality 
that is specific to each segment. The Banner Blue division 
of The Learning Company will be managing all of The 
Learning Company's genealogy products. They intend to 
maintain separate product teams for each brand, to enable 
them to preserve and emphasize the unique traits of each 
product. They will also continue full-scale efforts to grow 
their Family Archive CD line by publishing useful 
genealogical data. 

The following is an overview of the strength of each 
product, and the direction in which Banner Blue intends to 
focus future development. 

Family Origins 
Preserve your family's unique heritage for years to come. 
Temple-Ready, strong LDS support 
Unlimited events and documentation 
Extensive reports for analyzing data 
Geared toward users who maintain large family databases 

Family Tree Creator 
Create beautiful family trees quickly and easily 
Excellent product for novice user 
Fa-,y  data entry with drag-and-drop tree building feature 
Visually attractive printouts (includes graphic 
enhancement tools in Corel Photo House) 
Ability to share information with relatives via the Family 
Publisher 

Family Tree Maker 
The easiest most complete resource for building your 
family tree 
#1 -selling program appeals both to beginning and 
seasoned family history enthusiasts 
Fully integrated search tools direct users to Family 
Archive CDs which include their ancestors 
Largest online community and best online research tools 
Wide variety of printouts, including comprehensive family 
books and beautiful family trees 

Ultimate Family Tree 
The most powerful genealogy software available 
Robust database geared toward professional genealogists 

tracking a wide range of information 
Event-based to enable inclusion of people based on their 
role in an event, not just their bloodline 
Advanced sourcing functionality including level of surety 
for sources and facts 
Includes Elizabeth Shown Mill's templates for source 
documentation 

The above information is excerpted from a genealogy community 
advisory issued by the Banner Blue division of The Learning Company, 

and pub! ished in the NGS/CIG DIGEST, 18:2 (Mar/Apr 1999), p.  69. 
The NGS/CIG DIGEST is Copyright 1999 by the National 

Genealogical Society. Used by permission. 

Pied du grue 	 
In seems that "pied du grue", from the French, has gone 
through several forms since its introduction into the 
language of the early fifteenth century. "Pee de grew, 
petiegrew, pytagru, peti degree, pedicru" are just a few. 
The original french phrase means "foot of the crane" and 
the reason for giving this name to the genealogical table 
that shows one's line of descent is explained if you will 
look at your pedigree chart and see how the lines that 
connect the generations do resemble a crane's footprint. 

Genealogy has been around as long as there have been 
people. Back in the Middle ages, families were as proud 
of their ancestry as families are proud of their ancestry 
today. In England, the study of genealogy began to 
assume undue importance in the fourteenth century when, 
after the Norman Conquest, matters of inherited rights 
came into question. 

Scholars-at that time they were usually monks- were hired 
to trace back the lines of descent claimed by noblemen- or 
to prove that some remote relative was the legitimate heir 
to an estate or title after all the direct descendants had died 
or had been killed. 

Just as among scholars of our day, certain signs or 
symbols have acquired particular significance- so did the 
genealogists of the Middle Ages also employ certain 
conventional significant symbols. It appears that the line 
of descent that one was engaged in tracing was marked by 
a symbol that was easy to make- a caret- or inverted "V" 
having a straight line extending from slightly above the 
apex down through it to the base. 

Some monk, knowing the traces birds make in mud or 
snow, must have noticed the resemblance between this 
symbol and called it "pied de grue." The name of the 
mark was retained and, marking the lines of descent, the 
line itself came to be called pied de grue- which, over the 
centuries, corrupted into the English spelling, pedigree. 
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Do You Have Relatives from Washington County, PA 
The Washington County Historical Society provides two 
ways to help people interested in researching their 
Washington County, Pennsylvania ancestry get the 
information they need. The Washington County Historical 
Society offers a kit to get the do-it-yourselfer started on 
his or her own Washington County, Pennsylvania, family 
lineage search. The kit costs just $10 and is packed with 
helpful information. It contains a fact sheet on how to 
start genealogical research and a sheet on how to start 
genealogical research and a comprehensive summary of 
research collections in Southwestern Pennsylvania. It also 
contains a modem map of the county, a reproduction of an 
1817 map of Washington County, a Pennsylvania 
migration map and an overview of county history written 
by noted historian Boyd Crumrine. The Society also 
offers a contract research service for those who either 
don't want the "adventure" of doing their own research or 
can't find the time to do it. This service taps into all 
available Washington County resources, including 
registered deeds and wills and orphan's court records back 
to 1781. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 AUBURN CA 95604-7385 

0 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

With access to extensive genealogical holdings, the 
Society's researchers can unveil countless bits of 
information- probably all that anyone would need to 
unlock a family's seemingly lost genealogical history. Foi 
more information about the Washington County Historical 
Society's genealogical kit or research service, call 724 
255-6740 or write to the: Washington County Historical 
Society, 49 East Maiden Street, Washington, PA 15301 
The Root Digger- Solano County Genealogical Society April 1999 


