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Thursday evening, the 22 of July 
7:00 p.m. 

Cemeteries, Our Window to the Past 
John Bettencourt 
Slide show featuring an historical tour of Sacramento's Old 
City Cemetery. John is Curator for Old City Cemetery. 

PCGS Needs Volunteers for 1999 State Fair 
This year, for the first time, there will be a 
genealogy and local history exhibit at the 
California State Fair. The exhibit is being 
organized by the Genealogical & Historical 
Council of Sacramento Valley. Local genealogical 
societies from throughout California, but especially 
those in the greater Sacramento area, have been 
asked to help host the exhibit. PCGS is committed. 
Our day is Sunday, August 22. On that date, our 
society will co-host the exhibit with the Roseville 
Genealogical Society. We must have volunteers to 
staff the exhibit all day. We must have at least two 
people staffing the exhibit at all times. Volunteers 
will have to pay parking fees, but will receive free 
admission to the fair. (When your shift is over, you 
can go have fun.) This is an opportunity to promote 
our society and our favorite pastime—genealogy. 
To volunteer, contact Barbara Leak at 916/652-
7251 (day) or 916/652-7554 (evening) or 530/887-
2646 (PCGS voice mail). 

Our Summer meetings will be held in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library located on 350 Nevada Street in 
Auburn. 

Thursday evening, the 24th of June 
7:00 p.m. 

Genealogical Research Using DAR Records 
Patricia M. Stanford, R.N., PhD. 
Patricia is the California State Librarian for DAR, Lineage 
Research Chairman for DAR, Historian for Sons & Daughters 
of the Pilgrims, & Daughters of the American Colonist, & 
Chaplain for Magna Carte Dames. (To name a few!) 

Thursday evening, the 26'  of August 
7:00 p.m. 

Watch for Postcard announcement. 

Placer Trails Editor for 2000 
The position of Newsletter Editor will be open starting January 
2000. The editor attends the board meetings and is the first to 
read the exchange newsletters from other societies. Articles 
come from many sources and are abundant. Some come on 
disk and some need to be typed. With the exception of the 
logo/ header the format can be changed to reflect your 
creativity. A word processor, clear type printer and you is all 
that is needed. Call Pam Gissy for more detail 530 885-2695 or 
call PCGS voice mail to volunteer 530 887-2646 

Napa County Genealogical and Biographical 
Society Library Field Trip 
Wednesday, September 15th  is the date for our next 
field trip. The Napa County Genealogical and 
Biographical Society Library is strong in Early 
New England, Revolutionary War and Napa 
County records. They also have William P. Filby's 
complete set. 

The library is open from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
Pack a lunch. We will probably leave Roseville at 
8:00 a.m. Meeting places and times will be 
confirmed in September. 

To reserve your place, pay $8.00 ($3.00 for library 
fee and $5.00 for driver) at the next meeting or 
mail to PCGS, PO Box 7385, Auburn CA 95604 
Make a note if able to drive. Reservation must be 
received by September 8th•  No refunds after 
September 10th•  Your elusive ancestor might be 
hiding in a book at Napa County! 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
June 10th 	 10:00 until noon 
July 8th 	 10:00 until noon 
August 12"' 	10:00 until noon 
Call Mattie McAlister at 878-0714 for location. 

July 7`" through August 11"' 1999 
Roseville Genealogical Society 
Summer Classes 1999 with Charles and LaRayne Green 
Wednesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. (Six classes) 
Cost: $20.00 	Closing date for enrollment June 25 ǹ• 

Course Content: 
► Previous and Original Genealogical Record 
► Vital Records (Birth, Marriage, Divorce, Death) 
► Church and Cemetery Records 
► Census and Military Records 
► Land and Probate Records 
► Immigration and Emigration Records 
► Plus a visit to the Sacramento Family History Center 

Contact Susie Thompson 
	

916 784-7423 
Maryann Stanek 
	

916 783-7329 

August 28, 1999, Saturday 
Nevada County Genealogical Society's annual seminar 
First Baptist Church, 1866 Ridge Road, Grass Valley 
Details not yet available. Watch for flyers at PCGS 
meetings, in the library and at the family history center. 

September 7, 1999 Day Study Group 
In July and August there will not be a Tuesday Study Group. 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on September 7th for the 
next Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

New Publication Announcement 
History of Placer County California (1882) 

The Placer County Historical Society is sponsoring a 
hardbound facsimile reprint of the classic History of Placer 
County California compiled by Thompson & West in 1882. 
All the excitement and romance of Placer County's first 
formative decades. Includes: 
Portraits and Pictures 
	

Biographical Sketches 
Mining Towns & Mining, 	Political History 
Financial History 
	

Rivers, Bars, Valleys & 
Lakes 

Social Events 
	

Pioneer Homes 

Here is a rare opportunity to acquire this classic work. 
A limited number of these reproductions is being 
printed, and the Society is pleased to offer you a pre-
publication discount price of $35.00. After July 15, 
1999, the price will be $40.00. Expected delivery date 
from the publisher is October. Payment in full must 
accompany all orders. An index for this book is being 
prepared and will be available separately at a small 
extra cost. To order: 	$35.00 per copy 
CA Sales Tax 	2.54 per copy (7 1/4 %) 
Postage 	 4.00 per copy 

Make checks payable to: Placer County Historical 
Society 
Mail to Donna Howell, 405 Linden Ave, Auburn CA 
95603 

The American Family Immigration History Center 
The Statue of Liberty—Ellis Island Foundation is 
looking to the year 2000 as the scheduled opening date 
of a research center on Ellis Island designed to help 
family history enthusiasts seek information on their 
ancestors who immigrated through Ellis Island 
facilities. 

The center will be built around a computer database 
now being compiled by volunteers in a massive project 
coordinated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. When completed, the database will contain 
immigration data on millions of new arrivals, using 
microfilm copies of the original handwritten passenger 
arrival lists from the United States National Archives. 
Individual entries will include the passenger's name, 
age, date of arrival, and previous residence. 

Volunteers in the project have logged over two million 
hours since the project began in 1993, completing 
about two-thirds of the project. Upon completion, the 
database will be available to visitors to the Ellis Island 
facility, allowing them to search for the names of their 
ancestors while touring the historic site. 

"Past & Present, " Everton's Genealogical Helper, 53:1 
(Jan/Feb 1999) 
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At the top of the news is the 
official launching offanülysearch.org, the Family History 
Library's on-line genealogy database. Although a test 
version of the web site has been on the Internet for the 
past month or two, Monday, May 24, was the official 
launch date. Somebody did a mighty fine job of getting 
publicity for the event. It made the newspaper, it made the 
local TV news, it made the network TV news. It generated 
so much interest, with so many people trying to log-on, 
that the system overloaded and the web site shut 
down—temporarily. It was soon up and running again, but 
now (as I write this article) when you try to access the site, 
you are put on a waiting list. When you are finally allowed 
access, you are only allowed on for a limited amount of 
time. We assume the situation will improve once initial 
public curiosity wears off. Meanwhile, we seasoned 
genealogists should keep in mind that the information and 
databases on the fa,nilysearch.org  web site are the same 
data and databases that have been available to us for years, 
on paper, microfiche and CD-ROM, at our local family 
history center. 

Databases on the fainilysearch.org  web site include the 
International Genealogical Index (IGI), the Ancestral File, 
and the Family History Library Catalog (FHLC). The 
Family History Library's web site also offers on-line 
versions of the Library's research and resource guides, and 
a directory of family history centers world-wide. 

Please Note: The Sacramento Family History Center is 
scheduled to be closed for re-carpeting during the month 
of June. This will not ,effect hours at any of the other 
family history centers in our area. The Auburn Family 
History is scheduled to remain open, during regular hours, 
all summer. 

New At the Auburn Family History Center: 

Help in researching relatives from the Land Down Under 
is available at the Auburn Family History Center. 

The Australian Vital Records Index is a collection of 
references to 4.8 million birth, christening, marriage and 
death records. It is contained on four computer CD-ROMs. 
It covers the states of New South Wales (1788-1888), 

Tasmania (1803-1899), Victoria (1837-1888), and 
Western Australia (1841-1905). It does not include 
Queensland, South Australia or the Northern Territory. 

You begin by searching the index list. You can search for 
a full name or for just a surname, but searches are by exact 
spelling only. You also have the option of searching just 
births, deaths or marriages, or doing a full search of all 
events at once. The index list gives you the person's name, 
the year of the event, the state where it is registered, and 
the name of a relative (usually a spouse or father). 

From the index list, you can click (use the computer 
mouse) on an entry to see more details. Birth entries give 
name of child, names of parents, year of the event, state, 
and a reference number. Christening entries also give the 
parish. Death entries give name, age, year of event, state 
and parish, reference number, and sometimes gives names 
of parents. Marriage entries give name, name of spouse, 
parish (name and denomination of church), year indexed 
and year registered, state where registered, and a reference 
number. 

Using information from the index, you can order by mail a 
copy of a birth, death or marriage certificate from the 
appropriate Australian state civil registration office. You 
will find addresses for the offices in the CD's "Help" file. 
(The Australian vital record certificates must be ordered 
by mail from Australia. They are not available on 
microfilm through the Family History Center.) 

ifzc woxd "due" cxiqitza tnecud a 
47 
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"wvtcwce" the due.j of a tujôte. 

Carlton Hotel; A Bed and Breakfast Style Hotel 
Image being able to stay just two blocks from the Family 
History Library for a special reduced genealogy rate, 
including daily breakfast and shuttle service. 
Single special $62.10 	Double special $66.60 
140 East South Temple, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
801 355-3418 	fax 801 355-3428 
Reservations 800 633-3500 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 
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New Members 
We cordially greet the following new members and wish 
them every success in all of their genealogical efforts. 

Shirley Mae Sampson 
7601 School House Lane, Roseville CA 95747 
E-Mail sampson@oro.net  

Darryl and Janice Land 
16669 Alexandra Way, Grass Valley CA 95949 

Patricia Ann Torrance & Walton A. Perkins III 
12303 Hidden Meadows Dr., Auburn CA 95603 
E-MailL Editor-Patterjuno.corn 

lo Beyer Completes Genealogy Course 
In January 1998, twenty members of PCGS enrolled in the 
National Genealogical Society's home study course, 
American Genealogy: A Basic Course. Jo Beyer is the first 
of our twenty students to successfully complete the course. 
Congratulations, lo. 

1999 PCGS Membership List 
PCGS membership lists for the 1999 membership year 
will be available at our June meeting. Members may also 
request a copy by sending a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to PCGS, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604-
7385. The membership list is made available for the 
personal use of members only. Any commercial use of the 
list is prohibited. 

The Cumberland Gap Roll of Names Project 
The Cumberland Gap National Historical Park has 
recently initiated an extensive project to gather a list of 
names of people who traveled the Wilderness Road and 
came through the Cumberland Gap. In addition to their 
names, the Park would like to gather stories about these 
ancestors to make them real people and not just names. 

The Historical Park is attempting to restore the Gap to the 
way it was 200 years ago and to reestablish the Wilderness 
Road. This will allow visitors to the Park to retrace the 
footsteps and experience the same emotions as our 
forefathers. 

For those interested in submitting their ancestors to the list 
of names, the information the project requires is your 
name, address and phone number, e-mail address if 
applicable, your ancestor's name, date, notes that you 
might care to add such as stories carried down or 
information you have obtained through your research, and 
permission to pass information to others. 

"Past & Present, "Everton 's Genealogical Helper, 53:1 
(Jan/Feb 1999) 
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NGS Study Course 	  Pam Dallas! Barbara Leak 
New Member Mailings 	  Mildred Mathis 
Programs 	  Virginia Pierce 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
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Study Group 	  
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
	 http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  

Contributors to Placer County Genealogical Society's 
Book Fund 

Kitty Sherron 
David Trouchon 

Mary Neifing 

Macon County, Alabama Records Being Rescued 
Twenty volunteers began removing documents from the 
semi-trailers storage, cleaned dust and spider from the 
documents, and made inventory cards on the morning of 
May 1, 1999. More volunteers are needed as there are 
three semi-trucks with old records. 174 volumes of 
Circuit Court and other records were recovered. 35 
storage boxes of Probate Court "loose papers" were 
moved plus two large boxes of "loose papers" that were 
spilled from their containers. Inventory cards were made 
for each volume; the "loose papers" have not been 
inventoried. The documents range in date from 1 834 to 
1957 with many in the 1880-1910 era. Submitted by Missy 

7/son from UDC rootsii'eb message board 
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Newspaper Clipping Preservation Advice 
Dissolve a Milk of Magnesia tablet in a quarter cup (2 
ounces) of club soda overnight. Pour into a pan large 
enough to hold the flattened clipping. Soak the clipping 
for one hour, then pat dry. Do not move the clipping until 
completely dry. Estimated life: 200 years. 

This recipe makes a larger quantity of the solution: 
One quart club soda with two tablespoons Milk of 
Magnesia. Mix in shallow container and let stand 24 
hours until clear. Dip newspaper into mixture and allow 
to soak for one hour. Dry on paper towel. May need one 
or more books on top to flatten. After some use the 
mixture will turn yellow, but it will still be good. Store in 
refrigerator in container clearly marked "Do not Drink". 
Allow mixture to warm to room temperature before use. 

This formula will not restore yellowed newspaper but it 
will stop further deterioration. IMPORTANT: this 
formula ONLY works for newspaper. It will ruin 
documents or photographs! 
Submitted by Betty Swinnie- Genea/o' Society of Vallejo 

Online Images from the 1850 US Census 
For years genealogists have dreamed of examining images 
of original genealogy-related documents while seated in 
the privacy of their own homes at any hour of the day or 
night. A few weeks ago that dream became reality when 
many images from the 1850 U.S. Census became available 
on GenealogyLibrary.com. This week I spent some time 
on the site and can tell you that it is a winner. 

GenealogyLibrary.com  currently offers images of the 1850 
U.S. Census for the states of Connecticut. Rhode Island, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. That is a total of 
about 200,000 images available online today. The other 
states. including New York, will be added in future 
months. 

I decided to search the 1850 census records for the town of 
Billerica, Massachusetts. This was easy to do, as 
GenealogyLibrary.coni has both the census index and the 
images for the Massachusetts 1 850 records. The index 
contains each individual's first and last name, town or 
city, as well as COWAN', census roll and page number. 
Some index entries also indicate the age and gender of the 
individual. 

The image on the screen was large and easy to view. In 
fact. the experts at GenealogyLibrary.com  successfully 
produced an accurate image of the original page that I 
could view on my screen. The only drawback was the 
handwriting of the enumerator! 

Several useful options are available. One that I used 
immediately was "View Smaller Image for Printing." This 
displayed a "zoomed out" image with writing so small as 
to be unreadable on the screen. However, I clicked on 
print, and a few seconds later an excellent reproduction of 
the original page issued from my ancient laser printer. 
The printed copy was easier to read than the printed copy I 
made from microfilm a few years ago. All in all, I'd rather 
use the computer images than the microfilm images. 

Another very useful option is the ability to save the image 
to the local hard disk. The image is saved in .TIF format, 
which then can be imported into most leading photo 
editing programs, In cases where the handwriting is 
difficult to read, you can use image enhancement software 
to increase contrast, to magnify or to other wise improve 
the readability of the original image. You can't do that on 
microfilm! 

GenealogyLibrary.com  has a winner on their hands: high 
quality scanned images of original source documents that 
you can view anytime you wish. You don't have to leave 
home to view them and you don't have to buy expensive 
CD-ROM disks. For most people, the online version is 
much more cost-effective than CR-ROM disks. Nine 
states are available today, and more will be added in the 
near future. I only wish that this resource was available 
when I started my genealogy search years ago. 

GenealogyLibrary.com  is a subscription-based service. A 
monthly subscription is available for $9.99 while a one-
year subscription is $99.99. Of course, there is a lot more 
available on the site besides the 1 850 census records, 
including 1773 online databases, primary resources, and 
family-finding resources. See the web site at 
vww. Gen ealoyLibrarv.coin for all the details. 
The previous article isfroin Eastnan 's Online Genealo' 
Newsletter and is copyright 1999 by Richard W. Eastman. It is 
re-published here with the permission of the author. 

Kids say the darndest things 
Found on a grammar school test paper: "A census taker is 
man who goes from house to house increasing the 
population" 
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The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyright 1999 by Richard W. Eastman. It is 
re-published here with the permission of the author. 

Heritage Quest U.S. Census Indexes on CD-ROM 
This week I had a chance to use one of their newest 
products: the Family Quest Archives CD-ROM version of 
the 1870 U.S. census. 

Other companies have produced CD-ROM census indexes 
in the past, and indexes are now becoming available online 
as well. However, there is one major difference in 
Heritage Quest's new CD-ROM disks: these are newly-
created indexes created by trained specialists. Quoting 
from the company's advertising: 

Heritage Quest's precision extraction process ensures accuracy. 
The company implements a Total Quality Management Process 
throughout: 
• Data Extraction Specialists, who know dated script, are hired 
and trained for keying records 
• Senior Editing Team reviews documents and oversees quality 
control 
+ Proprietary Computer Editing process helps eliminate possible 
human error 
• Statistical Audits ensure extracted data meets stringent quality 
standards 

Another major change in the new Heritage Quest indexes 
is the addition of more data. The earlier indexes typically 
contained only the Name, County, Locality, Series, Roll 
and page Number. The new CD-ROM disks from 
Heritage Quest also contain all of that information but add 
Age, Sex, Race, and Birthplace. This makes it much 
easier to find an ancestor with a common name such as 
Smith, Jones, Johnson or Brown. 

The Family Quest Archives indexes on CD-ROM require 
either Windows 95 or Windows 98 on a 486 CPU or 
faster, 16 megabytes of RAM memory, 15 megabytes of 
disk space and a CD-ROM drive. The company notes that 
they do not support Windows NT. Heritage Quest also 
says that the CD-ROM disks will operate on a Macintosh 
Power PC running emulation software, such as Virtual PC. 

Heritage Quest has completed the 1870 census indexes for 
Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, 
Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. 
They expect to complete all of the other states in the 1870 
censuses by the end of 1999. 

The Family Quest Archives 1870 U.S. Census Indexes on 
CD-ROM sell for either $29.95 or $39.95 each, depending 
upon the amount of data available. For more information 
go to  vw.Herita Request. coin  

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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