
PLACEPI  TILAILS  
GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY L_ I I F 	F v' c 	I 

Post Office Box 7385 

Auburn, California 95604 
	

OCTOBER 1999 
	

VOL. 20 NO. 8 

Our October meeting will be held in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library located on 350 Nevada Street in 
Auburn. 

Thursday evening, the 28th of October 
7:00 p.m. 

Scandinavian Research 
Mel Stephenson 

This month's guest speaker is Mel Stephenson. Mr. 
Stephenson is Director of the Sacramento LDS Family History 
Center and has taught seminar classes on Scandinavian research 
for many years. His own ancestry is Danish, but he addresses 
issues common to research in all the Scandinavian countries-
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. Mr. Stephenson resides in Fair 
Oaks. 

Juanita Peterson Receives Museum Awards 
Each year, the Placer County Department of Museums 
recognizes its volunteers for hallmarks of museum service. This 
year, PCGS member Juanita Peterson was recognized for the 
distinction of receiving both her 300 and her 500 Hours of 
Service awards in the same year. Juanita volunteers at the 
Placer County Museums Collection Center. Congratulations, 
Juanita. 

Beverly Russell Completes Genealogy Course 
Congratulations to PCGS member Beverly Russell. Bev 
recently received her certificate for completing the National 
Genealogical Society's challenging home study course, 
American Genealogy. A Basic Course. 

New Hours at the Nevada City FHC 
Current hours for the Nevada City/Grass Valley Family History 
Center, located at 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City are: 
Saturday. Sunday, Monday - CLOSED 
Tuesday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

'Thursdav 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
From Kith & Kin, Aug 1999 

Nominees Sought for PCGS Board of Directors 
New officers and directors mean new ideas, fresh 
outlooks and new approaches. PCGS is now 
seeking nominees for next year's Board of 
Directors. Several positions are open, most 
requiring only an hour or two of time each month. 
Most people spend more time viewing TV or 
watching the grass grow! Here is what's required 
of each position: 
President-presides at meetings and makes sure 
everyone else is doing their jobs. 
Vice President -calls speakers and schedules 
programs, buys raffle prizes. 
Past President- advises the president. Only those 
who have served as president may fill this office. 
Recording Secretary -writes about one page of 
minutes for each meeting. 
Corresponding Secretary -sends confirmation 
letter to the speaker each month, sends thank you 
notes. 
Treasurer- writes checks and deposits cash in 
bank, prepares monthly report showing where our 
money came from and where it went. 
Registrar- maintains membership list and prints 
mailing labels for newsletter each month. 
Director- no set duties. Our Board has two of 
these positions. 

Serving on the PCGS Board of Directors is fun, 
rewarding and a great way to make good friends, 
Support our society and get involved. To 
volunteer, talk to any current Board member (their 
names are listed in every issue of the newsletter) or 
leave a message on our voice mail at (530) 887-
2646 

Antique Show & Sale 
to benefit the 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
October 30, 1999 10-5 and October 31, 1999 10-4 

Gold Country Fairgrounds, Auburn 
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Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
Family Tree Maker User's Group will meet on the second 
Thursday of each month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
October 14th 	10:00 until noon 
November 1I  1h 	 10:00 until noon 
Call Joyce House, 889-2970 with any questions. 

November 2, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library on November 2nd for the 
next Day Study Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

October 16, 1999 Registration at 8:30 a.m. 
Family History Seminar sponsored by the Vacaville LDS 
Family History Center and the Solano County Genealogical 
Society. Location 480 Wrentham Dr. Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Preregistration $5.00, Preregistration w/lunch $9.25. Send 
check to Vacaville Family History Center do 190 South 
Orchard, Suite A205, Vacaville CA 95688. Call Arleen,707 
446-8436 if you have questions. 

Tennessee Adoption Records 
As of September 28, 1999 the Tennessee Supreme Court 
ruled that adoptees 21 years old or older may now have their 
adoption records opened with the provision that they will 
not use the records to contact their parents without the 
parent's permission. Adoptees may contact—Post Adoption 
services—Nashville— 615-532-5637 
Billie R. McNamara [nlcnarnara@usit.net] 

Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 

November 3, 1999 
	

May 24, 2000 
February 23, 2000 
	

October 25, 2000 
March 22, 2000 

The cost of the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25.00. 
Trip Policy: Bus leaves promptly on time- NO REFUNDS 
for missing bus. G.A.S. is not responsible for injuries or 
losses of any kind. For reservation call Ann Karacas (916) 
372-0606 or Ralpha Crouse (916) 689-4524. Payment is due 
upon making reservation. Make out check or money order 
to G.A.S. and mail to Ann Karacas, P0 Box 1503, West 
Sacramento CA 95691-1503 We pay for the bus 10 days 
prior to trips. 

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society presents 
The Irish Researcher - Nora Hickey 
November 20, 1999 at the Citrus Heights Elementary 
School, 7085 Auburn Blvd., Citrus Heights, CA 
Doors open at 8:00 a.m. Seminar 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Nora will share with us her expertise on Irish 
genealogical research. She will identify and provide 
information on resources, materials, and methodology 
available to you in your search for your Irish ancestor. 

Seminar is limited to the first 150 who register. 
Non-members $25.00. Questions? Call Billie Helms at 
916 991-5971 or Sammie Hudgens at 916 481-4930 

Genealogy/Civil War Steamboatin' Vacation 
with Genealogy Speaker Nancy Morebeck and 

Guest Lecturers 
New Orleans-Memphis 	August 14, 21, 2000 
Free air if deposit is made by January 3 1". For more 
information and a detailed brochure: Discover! Cruises 
& Tours, 8342 Bramble Bush Circle, Ste. A, Antelope, 
CA 95843-4852 	916 332-9572 
Email: Requestdiscovercruisestours.com   

Cemetery Hunting 
A gal in KY is an avid cemetery hunter and she did 
what no gal should do. She had heard about a cemetery 
in the woods long sought after and went by herself way 
off the beaten path. She found the cemetery and was 
getting ready to mark the names and dates down when 
she heard a click on either side of her. (She was on her 
hands and knees) She looked up and saw a fellow on 
either side of her with a rifle, cocked. In her 
excitement, she had been pulling up grass and weeds to 
clear the stones. When she glanced down, she saw that 
she had been pulling.. .their "crop" ready for harvesting-
the illegal type of hemp! Thinking quickly ( and likely 
praying a lot!) She turned on the tears and said "Oh, I 
hope I'm not trespassing ... I'm just so happy... 
THERE'S GRANDPA!" "I've hunted for his grave for 
years (sob, sob), and there he is, oh Grandpa!" They 
took one look at her and just walked away. Never go 
cemetery hunting alone! By the way she didn't have the 
foggiest idea of who was buried there, but bet her real 
grandpa was proud of her! Submitted by Sandi Gorin on one 
of Marilyn Larsons 'KY Email lists. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New in the Auburn Library: 
Printed Sources: A Guide to 
Published Genealogical 

Records, 
edited by Kory L. Meyerink (Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 
Inc., 1998). 
Since first published, The Source. A Guidebook of 
American Genealogy has been the foremost reference on 
the use of original records in American genealogical 
research. But as important as original records are, 
researchers still rely on published sources because they are 
easier to find and use. Books may provide generations of 
information in just a few pages, but their simplicity can be 
deceptive. How accurate are the extracts? How exhaustive 
are the indexes? How good are the conclusions? 

Printed Sources picks up where The Source leaves off. Its 
twenty chapters describe all types of published materials, 
explaining how each source was created, how to use it, 
where to find it, and cautions the researcher on its 
limitations. Some of the types of published sources 
covered are instructional materials, maps and gazetteers, 
bibliographies and catalogs, indexes, printed original 
records (with separate chapters on vital, cemetery, church, 
census, tax, probate, land, court, military, immigration, 
and documentary sources), compiled genealogies, county 
histories, periodicals, medieval genealogy, and CD-ROM 
publications. Each chapter also includes extensive 
bibliographies. 

To become a better researcher (and solve those difficult 
research problems), you must learn about and use a wide 
variety of information sources. The Source is a familiar, 
standard reference on original records found in 
courthouses and archives. Printed Sources is a new, 
comprehensive reference on published materials found on 
library bookshelves. (Call #R 016.929 Pri Geneal) 

Sutro's New Arrivals: 
If you want to know what's new at Sutro Library, you will 
have to go on-line. The print edition of Sutro Library's 
"New Arrivals" list has been discontinued. A new monthly 
series is now available on the Internet and may be 
accessed from the California State Library home page at 

www.libraiy.ca.gov> or directly through the California 
State Library catalog address at <www.l ib.state.ca.us>. 
From the welcome screen of the web catalog, click on 

"Lists of New Arrivals" for either the Sutro Library lists 
or the California Room lists. The new arrivals will be 
arranged in call number order. 

Past issues of Sutro's "New Arrivals" list are still 
available in a binder on the genealogy shelves in the 
Auburn Library. The last microfiche edition of the Sutro 
Shelf List is also available. 

At the Napa Library: 
On September 15, five PCGS members and one friend 
from the Grass Roots Genealogy Group hit the road to 
Napa. Most people enjoy wine tasting in the Napa Valley, 
but we thirst for knowledge of our ancestors so we headed 
for the Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Library. 

The Napa Library is easy to find, street parking is free, the 
library is spacious, and the staff is helpful and friendly. 
We pretty much had the library to ourselves for most of 
the day, so they didn't mind that we talked too much or 
too loud. 

We were told that the library has strong collections on 
early New England, immigration, and the Revolutionary 
War. Funny, Gloria Gibbels's first comment was that they 
have quite a good selection on Virginia, and Pam Dallas 
was happily pulling books off the Indiana shelf. 
Meanwhile, Barbara Leak was thrilled to find an obscure, 
little book on the history of the New Hampshire regiment 
her ancestor served in during the Revolution. 

Frank Schmiedel, Jacqui Marcella and Darlene Benham all 
have family ties to the Napa Valley. All three found 
something in the library's excellent Napa collection. Frank 
was particularly excited to pinpoint the location of the 
family farm. (And the librarians delighted in helping him 
find it!) 

In size, the Napa Library's book collection rivals that of 
the CGS Library in Oakland. (We visited the CGS Library 
last spring. See "Off the Shelf' in the May 1999 issue of 
Placer Trails.) Their impressive collection of census 
indexes in book form fills a separate alcove at the back of 
the book room. The library is working on acquiring 
microfilms of all census schedules for California. Three 
computers are available for viewing an extensive 
collection of CDs, including Family Tree Maker's World 
Family Trees, census indexes, marriage indexes, and the 
Family History Library's North American Vital Records 
Index. 

As usually happens, the best find was made just before 
closing time. Gloria Gibbel broke through a brick wall 
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when she found a probate abstract for a female ancestor 
recorded in an unexpected county in New York. 

So here's a toast to the Napa Valley Genealogical & 
Biographical Society. Their library offers something to 
please the palate of every genealogy connoisseur. 

The Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society Library 
is located at 1701 Menlo Ave., Napa. To get therefrom 1-80, 
take Hwy-12 west (just past Cordelia), continue north on Hwy-
29 to Napa. Take Lincoln Ave exit, turn left on California Blvd., 
turn right on Menlo Ave. The library is on the corner. Hours: 
Tues I0am-9pm, Wed& Thurs I0am-4pm, 2" & 4(17 Sat 10am-
2pm. Phone: 707-252-2252. 

New Members 
We cordially greet the following new members and wish 
them every success in all of their genealogical efforts. 

Jim and BJ Vaughn 4556 
5304 Fairway Drive, Rocklin CA 95677 
E-Mail JLV007@worldnet.att.net  

New Address 
James and Mattie McAlister 
3820 N. Via De Cordoba 
Tucson, AZ 85749 
jmmcalister@theriver.com  

In Memoriam 
Norma White 
Norma White died Thursday, September 16, 1999 at Sierra 
Nevada Memorial Hospital. She was 75. She was born on 
December 24, 1923, in Versailles, Ohio, to John and Ruth 
Greenwood. She married John White on September 20, 
1952 in Yuma, AZ. A homemaker for 47 years, she 
belonged to numerous genealogical societies. The Union 
Our condolences to John and family. 

Writing a Good Query 
1. Be brief. Don't give more information than necessary. 
2. Name names--surnames and given names. 
3. Connect the individual for family you seek to a time and 
place. 

4. Say what you are looking for and be specific. 
5. Review your query for accuracy. 
From "How to Write a Successful Query, " by Michele Patin, 
The Irish Genealogical Quarterly, June 1999 
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Illinois Death Certificates 
Copies of microfilmed Illinois death certificates (1916-
1942) kept in the Vital Records Office, Illinois 
Department of Public Health, may be obtained by writing 
for no more than two (2) names at a time, with death dates, 
to: Illinois State Archives, Margaret Cross Norton 
Building, Springfield, IL 62756. Send no money or SASE. 
You will be billed 50 cents for each certificate found. 

Please note that the Vital Records Office has no death 
certificates prior to 1916. Death certificates for years prior 
to 1916 were kept by Illinois county clerks. Very few 
counties kept any death records before 1877. 
From Bureau County Genealogical Society 7:6, via Kishwaukee 
Genealogical Society, via Rock County Genealogical Society 
(IL) Member News Mar/Apr 1999 

First U.S. Coin 
The first coin minted in the United States was a silver 
dollar. It was issued on October 15, 1794. 
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Using the Averages 
If you are at a dead-end trying to trace early, pre-1850 
ancestors, here are a few clues that may lead to finding 
that elusive documentation. 

Generally, there are three generations per century. 
The average age for men to marry was about 24, seldom 

before age 20. The average age for women to marry was 
20, seldom before age 16. 

First marriages were usually between couples near the 
same age. 

Women usually outlived their husbands, but older 
widowers frequently married much younger women who 
had never been married. 

Births usually occurred at two year intervals. 
Frequently, the first child was born a year after the 

marriage. 
Child bearing generally ended about age 45. 
Men usually married women from their neighborhood, 

but if a "non-local" woman shows up, check the man's 
former home. Often men returned to their former 
residence to find a wife. 

Families and neighbors usually migrated from their old 
homes together, and women rarely traveled alone. 

If you can't find an older parent, chances are he/she 
"went West" with a son or with a daughter and son-in-law. 

If you find an ancestor with a "virtue" name (Patience, 
Hope, Charity, etc.) consider a New England heritage. 

Children were often named for grandparents, both male 
and female. 
From The Family Tree, Aug/Sep 1999 

What Size Sheets? 
Salt Lake City is so engrossed in genealogy that even 
department stores carry materials. But it seems one store 
hired a sales lady who was unaware of such merchandise. 
So when a genealogist came in and asked her where he 
could find the family group sheets, she stammered in some 
shock, "Uh, all we have are king and queen size sheets." 
From The Live Oak, May/June 1999, via The Livermore Roots 
Tracer, Aug 1999 

Michigan Deaths & Census 
Michigan state death records, 1867-1882, can be searched 
on the Internet at 
<http://ww%v.mdch.state.mi.us/PHA/OSR/gendis/index.ht  
m>. Also the 1870 census index for Michigan is on-line at 
<http://NN,%N,%v.envoy.Iibofmich.Iib.mi.us/I  870-census/>. 
From Lamplighter, July 1999, via Council News Co-Ordinator, 
JulJAug 1999 

Loyalist Records 
Ontario is the only Canadian province that keeps a 
Loyalist List. The list originated in 1796. Copies are kept 
by the Crown Lands Office and the Executive Council. 
These lists helped the Canadian Government record losses 
suffered by Loyalists at the hands of the rebels and 
determine who was eligible for land grants. 

Lists contain information about the Loyalist's former 
residence, occupation, income, value of property, names 
of dependents, and details of military service. 

The most detailed list was published in 1885 in the 
Centennial of the Settlement of Upper Canada by the 
United Enipire Loyalists from the original list from the 
Department of the Crown Lands. This book is available 
through the interlibrary loan system. The National 
Archives of Canada also keeps microfilm copies of Sir 
Frederick Haldimand's papers, which contain several 
volumes of provision lists and muster rolls that detail the 
names of Loyalists and their dependents. Muster rolls of 
Loyalist regiments also can be obtained on microfilm. 
From Gray Harbor GS NL Nov 1995, via NVGBS Winepress 
Sep 1999 

Auburn-Placer County Library 
closed October 11, 1999 

for Columbus Day 

Equestrian Statues 
Traditionally when all four of the horse's hooves are on 
the ground, it signifies that the rider died a natural death. 
One hoof in the air indicates that he died of wounds 
sustained in action. If two are raised, it means that the 
rider was killed on the field of battle. 

Law of Genealogical Packrattery 
All files, papers, memos, etc. that you save will never be 
needed for future research until such time as they are 
disposed of, when they will become essential and 
indispensable. 
Author unknown. 
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Passport Applications 
All passport applications from 1791 through 1925 are in 
the National Archives. Before 1905 passports were not 
required except during part of the Civil War. Many people 
obtained them, however, because without one, a U.S. 
traveler visiting the old country could be drafted into 
military service. 

The earliest applications were simply letters of request, 
but sometimes other papers, such as expired passports, 
birth certificates, naturalization papers, etc., were filed 
with them. If the passport was issued in 1925 or earlier, 
write to: 

National Archives Passport Services 
Research and Liaison Branch, Room 316 

1425 K Street, NW 
Washington DC 20524 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 AUBURN CA 95604-73 85 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

The U.S. State Department holds passports issued after 
1925. Their archives requires a $15 check and notarized 
request, which includes your name, date and place of 
birth. You should provide the date and place of birth of the 
applicant, and an estimate of when the application was 
filed. If the applicant was born after 1900, include 
evidence of death or a notarized statement from the 
applicant. Write to: 

Research and Liaison Department 
U.S. State Department Archives 

111 19th Street, NW 
Washington DC 20524 

From Zichron Note 18.2, via Diablo Descendants Newsletter, 
May 1999, via The Livermore Roots Tracer, Aug 1999 

Editor's Note: Passport applications up to 1925 have been 
microfilmed and are available through the Auburn Family 
History Center. See "Off the Shelf," in the January 1999 
issue of Placer Trails for more information. 


