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Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, our November meeting 
will be held on the 

Fifth Monday 
November 29, 1999 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn 

Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Meeting will be held for the purpose of electing 
Officers and Board of Directors for the year 2000 and to hear 
the annual reports of the Treasurer, Registrar and President. 

The following nominees will be presented for election to the 
2000 Board of Directors: 

President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Jerry Unruh 
Past President 	  Barbara Leak 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Joyce House 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pamela Dallas 
Director 	  Jacqui Marcella 

Program 
Emigration and Immigration Records 
LaRayne Green 
This month's guest speaker, LaRayne Green, is an expert 
genealogist who is well versed on most genealogical subjects. 
She has served on the staff of the Sacramento Family History 
Center for many years and often lectures at genealogy seminars 
in the Sacramento area. She will help us learn how to find 
records of our immigrant ancestors. 

PC&S does not meet during the month of December 

January 4, 1999 Day Study Group 
Mark your calendar to be in the Beecher Room at the Auburn-
Placer County Library on January 51h  for the next Day Study 
Group. 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

Special date for a special event. 
The date and place of our PCGS evening meeting 
for January has been changed to bring you a special 
program. 

Friday evening 
January 14, 2000, at 6:30 p.m. 

Burback Hall 
(in the Senior Center, behind the DeWitt Theater) 
11577 E Ave, DeWitt Center (off Bell Road) 
Auburn, CA 

Leland K. Meitzler 
and the 

Heritage Quest Road Show 

"Little Used Sources of Genealogical 
Information" 

Three years ago, we hosted the Road Show to a 
crowd of 150 people. Let's do it again. Mr. 
Meitzler is founder and editor of Heritage Quest 
magazine, one of genealogy's most popular 
publications. He is an energetic and entertaining 
speaker who has presented his Road Show program 
to rave reviews all over the country. 

January is the Road Show's last tour through 
California. After the year 2000, Mr. Meitzler will 
retire from his travels and the Road Show will 
cease to exist. We urge and encourage you to 
attend. Don't miss your last opportunity to 
experience this fun night of genealogical 
entertainment. 

The Auburn Family History Center will be 
closed the following dates: 

Thanksgiving week 
November 21 - 27, 1999 

and 
Two weeks of Christmas and New Year's 

December 19, 1999, to January 1, 2000 



November and December 1999 
	

PLACER TRAILS 	 2 

Genealogy/Civil War Steamboatin' Vacation 
with Genealogy Speaker Nancy Morebeck and Guest 

Lecturers 
New Orleans-Memphis 	 August 14-21, 2000 
Free air if deposit is made by January 3l. For more 
information and a detailed brochure: Discover! Cruises & 
Tours, 8342 Bramble Bush Circle, Ste. A, Antelope, CA 
95843-4852 	916 332-9572 
Email: Requestdiscovercruisestours.coni  

September 6-9, 2000 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies is sponsoring 
its annual family history conference on September 6-9 
2000 in Salt Lake City in conjunction with the Utah 
Genealogical Association. This conference will offer 
an extraordinary selection of more than 135 classes 
taught by excellent professional researchers from 
around the country. For additional information: Contact 
FGS toll-free at 888-FGS-1500, email us a tfcs-
officefcs.or  or visit our web sites at 
\vww.fes.orc/—fgs or www.infouga.org  

Maria's Story in NGS Newsletter 
"Up the Wrong Tree and Down the Wrong Branch" is a 
featured story in the September 1999 issue of the NGS 
Newsletter. Written by Maria Brower, it recounts the 
challenges she has overcome in researching her White 
ancestry. Maria is president of the Nevada County 
Genealogical Society and a member of PCGS. 
Congratulations, Maria. 
The NGS Newsletter is in the New Arrivals" box of 
periodicals on the Genealoo,  Shelves in the Auburn-Placer 
County Library. 

Danish Research Tips 
When searching Danish records at a Family History 
Center, look in the library catalog under the parish's 
probate section. The names of the farmers are given. At 
the beginning at the Danish fiche. names of the 
parishes are given and the county each parish is in is 
also given. If a date of birth is not given in the 
baptismal records, check the confirmation record about 
14 years later where the date of birth will be found. 

Another suggestion is to use military levying rolls to 
further your male lines. The father's name is given with 
the son's name which helps when so many names are 
similar. This pertains to dates up to about 1860. 

From 1840 until about 1875, Danes had to check out of 
parishes and into parishes upon arrival. If your family 
was on the move, it may prove helpful to try for these 
parish records. 
From Stevens Point Genealogical Society, Winter 1999; via 
Rock County Genealogical Society (IL) Member News, 
Mar/Apr 1999. 

Rescue photos from magnetic albums 
Carefully slide dental floss under the photo and gently 
move it back and forth to separate the backing from the 
picture. If all else fails, make a copy. Family Tree 
Oct/Nov 1999 with thanks to Geneagram, Newsletter of the 
Charlotte Co Genealogical Society. 

Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday in the Senior Citizens Building of the Nevada 
County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For more information, 
call Marguerite McCurry, 432-1870. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group 
Family Tree Maker User's Group will meet on the second 
Thursday of each month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
November I l'' 	10:00 until noon 
December 9th 	10:00 until noon 
January 13th 	10:00 until noon 
Call Joyce House, 889-2970 with any questions. 

Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Bay Area Bus Trip 

February 23, 2000 	May 24, 2000 
March 22, 2000 	October 25, 2000 

The cost of the all day trip to Sutro Library is $25.00. 
Trip Policy: Bus leaves promptly on time- NO REFUNDS 
for missing bus. G.A.S. is not responsible for injuries or 
losses of any kind. For reservation call Ann Karacas (916) 
372-0606 or Raipha Crouse (916) 689-4524. Payment is due 
upon making reservation. Make out check or money order 
to G.A.S. and mail to Ann Karacas, P0 Box 1503, West 
Sacramento CA 95691-1503 We pay for the bus 10 days 
prior to trips. 

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society presents The 
Irish Researcher - Nora Hickey 
November 20, 1999 at the Citrus Heights Elementary 
School, 7085 Auburn Blvd., Citrus Heights, CA 
Doors open at 8:00 am. Seminar 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Seminar is limited to the first 150 who register. Non-
members $25.00. Questions? Call Billie Helms at 916 991-
5971 or Sammie Hudgens at 916 481-4930 
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wrong, the DAR records are wrong. All the genealogists 
who have unquestioningly accepted and repeated this 
lineage are wrong, all because they have not adequately 
evaluated the evidence. 

Every source that gives this incorrect lineage ultimately is 
derived from a single source, a letter written in 1897 by a 
great-grandson of my "fictitious ancestor." The letter-
writer thought he knew his great-grandfather's name. He 
was wrong. 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

The latest edition of the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly is a special issue devoted to the topic of 
"evidence." From the day we attend our first genealogy 
class, or read our first research guide, we learn the 
importance of documenting our information and citing our 
sources. Few research guides, however, explain how to 
evaluate our evidence or determine when we have enough 
evidence to prove our facts. 

At one of our PCGS study group meetings, someone 
commented, "If I find the same information in several 
places, I figure it must be correct." Is this a good way to 
evaluate our evidence? 

Early in my research I found a book, published in 1934, 
containing a genealogy of the Leak(e) family, extending 
10 generations from my great-grandfather (born in 1860) 
to Sir Francis Leake (born in 1550). Portions of this 
lineage also appear in the IGI, Ancestral File, and DAR 
records. I have found it in manuscript family histories 
written by three different authors, and have exchanged 
information with other Leak(e) researchers who have it in 
their family files. Since this lineage appears in so man)' 
places, and so many genealogists have reviewed and 
accepted it, it must be correct. Correct? 

Soon after finding that wonderful book, I began collecting 
historical documents on my family—things like census 
records, marriage records, tax lists, deeds, wills, etc. It 
should have been easy. The book told me who my 
ancestors were. All I had to do was hookup the documents. 
But I ran into a snag after only four generations. Suddenly, 
no records existed for my ancestors. Why? Because my 
ancestors didn't exist! 

It's been more than a dozen years since I hit that snag, and 
despite the countless hours of research, reading roll after 
roll of microfilmed courthouse records, analyzing all the 
nuances of where and when my ancestors lived and whom 
they associated with, I still do not know for sure who my 
ancestors are beyond that fourth generation. Nevertheless, 
I do know that the name given in the book in the fifth 
generation is not correct. No such person ever existed. The 
book is wrong, the IGI is wrong, the Ancestral File is 

Good documentation and an accurate lineage rely on the 
quality of the evidence, not just the quantity. A page full 
of source citations doesn't prove a thing if the sources are 
unreliable. If you care whether your ancestors are really 
your ancestors, if you want to learn about the standards for 
analyzing your evidence and evaluating your sources, you 
should read Evidence: A Special Issue of the National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly (Vol. 87, No. 3, Sept. 
1999). It is available in the "New Arrivals" box of 
periodicals on the Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn-
Placer County Library. 

.. . 
Copy Cats 
There will be instances where either there is no copy 
machine available or the rules prohibit photocopying the 
material you need to copy. Now what? 

We revert back to the old fashioned way—hand copy. You 
can transcribe into a tape recorder. But, only by putting 
the information down on paper, exactly as found, will you 
be sure that the information has been transcribed as in the 
original record. Here are some rules to keep in mind: 

• The transcript should be a rendition of what the writer 
wrote—not what it looks like he wrote. Often, what it 
looks like is not what the writer intended. 

• Do not correct spelling, and don't assume an 
abbreviation stands for what you think it might be. 

• When you add anything to the text, place the addition 
in square brackets [like this]. 

Helen F.M. Leary, CG, CGL, says "Quality note taking 
requires accuracy, attention to detail, and faithfulness to 
the meaning of the scribe. If we alter or substitute, we risk 
distorting our evidence." 
From Kith & Kin, Sep 1999. 
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Bible Records 
It is always a good idea to photocopy the publication page 
of the family Bible as well as the family information 
pages. The date the Bible was published is the earliest date 
the information could have been entered. From that you 
can tell whether information was entered from memory, or 
possibly contemporary to the event. A Bible published in 
1854 that records a death in 1830 was obviously written 
from memory, but a death in 1860 would have been made 
at the time of the event (probably) and may be more 
reliable. 
From Breiner Count)' (IA) Genealogical Society, Nov 1998; via 
Rock Coun' Genealogical Society (IL) Member Neii's, Mar/Apr 
1999. 

What Does It Mean? 
Index and Dockets for Oyer & Term iner??? What is that? 
Oyer and Term iner means to hear and determine. It was a 
form of British court which continued until after the 
Revolution until the Commonwealth had an opportunity to 
revise the court system. 
From Kith & Kin, Sep 1999.  

Written in Plain English 
An Indiana farmer, needing a package of screws, writes to 
his merchant in town: "Deer Sur—pleze cend by the Barei 
1 (Won) paxig of Skroughs, mejoum sise, all Sow a 
Scheep Schrough dryver, an obleege," etc. As the chief 
engineer of a spelling school that farmer would be heard 
from. 
From Time Placer Weekly Argus ('Auburn, California,), 23 
January 1875. Submitted by Barbara Leak. 

South Dakota Births 
USA Today reported on January 28. 1999, that South 
Dakota records for about 74,000 births that took place 
between 1806 and 1899 are available free on the Internet 
at 
<vww.state. sd.us!doh!vitalrec!birth record s!ind ex. cfm/>. 
The site lists the date, county of birth, baby's name and 
parents names, Health Department officials said. 
Fro,n Time Family Tree, Aug/Sep 1999. 

I'm Over 62 
When Robert Lee Terreoll needed proof of his age to file 
for an application for Social Security, he brought in a 50 
pound tombstone. The needed evidence from his mother's 
stone showed that she died in 1901, proving him to be at 
least 62 years old. The evidence was acceptable. I guess 
you would call this "hard evidence." Terreoll does not 
know his actual age. 
From Genealogical Society of C'arlion county, Nov 1998; via 
Rock County Genealogical Society (IL) Member News, Mar/Apr 
1999. 

Census Takers Needed for Census 2000 
The Bureau of the Census is currently recruiting nationally 
for people to help conduct Census 2000. Census takers, 
earning S6 to SI 5 an hour, will work approximately six to 
eight weeks. 
You can apply if... 
/ You are 18 years or older. 
/ You can work evenings and weekends. 
/ You take a written test of basic skills. 
/ You agree not to engage in any partisan political 
activity within 24 hours of performing work. 
/ Males age 18 or older, born after December r 3 1, 1959, 
must be registered with selective service. 
/ Even though preference is given to U.S. citizens, 

qualified non-citizens may be considered if enough 
qualified citizens are not available. If you, or people you 
know, are interested in applying for a position with the 
Census Bureau or would like more information, call the 
toll-free number, 1-888-325-7733. SSA/IRS 
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Indiana Marriages 
Indiana index of marriages through 1850, from the Indiana 

tate Library, can be researched at 
<http://wvw.state.l  ib. in .us/wvw/indianaIeenealogv/mirr.h  
tml>. From Council News Co-Ordinator, Jul/Aug 1999. 

Nancy Sauers Completes Genealogy Course 
Congratulations to PCGS member Nancy Sauers. Nancy 
has received her certificate for completing the National 
Genealogical Society's challenging home study course 
American Genealogy: A Basic Course. 

Thanksgiving Quiz 
1. How long did the feast of 1621 last? 

A. one week 
B. three days 
C. five days 

2. How many Pilgrims were sent "fowling" to get meat for 
the feast? 

A.12 
B. 6 
C. 4 

—3. How many Native Americans showed up for the "first 
Thanksgiving"? 

A.90 
B. 80 
C. 24 

4. Which of the following food was NOT mentioned by 
the Pilgrims as having been served at the feast? 

A. deer(venison) 
B. turkey 
C. cranberry sauce 

Mayflower Education Web site 
Mr. Duane A. Cline is the Education Chairperson for the 
U.S. National Society of Mayflower Descendants. Over 
the years, Mr. Cline has put together an educational 
package for use in school systems across the nation. This 
package helps teachers by providing factual details about 
the Pilgrims, their voyage, and Plymouth. Now, for the 
first time, Mr. Cline's Original work is available to 
everyone on the Internet. Nearly all of his illustrations 
and exercises (for students young and old) are unique. 
This is a good site for all Americans, regardless of your 
wn ancestry. www.rootsweb .com/-.-mosmd/  

The above article was excerpted from Eastman 's Online 
Genea!o Newsletter and is copyright 1999 by Richard JV 
Eastmwi It is republished here with the permission of the 
author. 

Never Lend a Chair 
A Scottish aristocrat whose ancestors lent a chair from 
their castle to Bonnie Prince Charlie on his way to fight 
the English in 1746 bought it back last week for $11,500. 
"We will be a bit more careful before we lend anything 
again if it takes 250 years to get it back again," 
commented Lord Doune, son of the 20' Earl of Moray. 
Lord Doune bought the oak chair to take back to the 
family's ancestral home, Darnaway Castle, near the village 
of Forres in the Scottish Highlands. 

Sotheby's which auctioned the chair in Billingshurst, 70 
miles south of London, said the armchair had a letter dated 
1895 pinned to the underside and signed by the provost, or 
chief official, of Forres, explaining its history. According 
to the letter, the Scottish rebel Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart, aka Bonnie Prince Charlie, stopped at a tavern in 
Forres on his way to the Battle of Cullodon, which ended 
in defeat by the English army and his flight into exile. 

None of the tavern chairs was deemed grand enough for 
royal use, so the innkeeper borrowed a chair from 
Darnaway Castle—and failed to return it, said Sotheby's 
spokeswoman Rachel Aked. 

How the 7tI  century chair reached the south of England is 
not known. But a local antiques dealer bought the chair 
f, )r less than $1,700 this summer without knowing its 
history. He only noticed the letter when he later examined 
the chair. 

"It's by far the nicest thing we've ever had because of its 
connections," said dealer Roger Banfield. "We did all 
take turns sitting in it and giving orders." 
The above article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyright 1999 by Richard W. Eastman. It is 
republished here with the permission of the author. 

New Placer Trails editor for 2000 
In 1996 Ann Chandler, Placer Trails editor for many 
years, handed me a detailed instruction notebook, offer of 
support and best wishes. My personal objective was to 
further my knowledge of word processing and to be 
helpful to PCGS. It is now time for new goals and change 
for the Placer Trails. At the completion of this newsletter 
I will hand the detailed instruction notebook (updated), 
offer of support and best wishes to Jacqui Marcella, PCGS 
member and Board Director nominee. Jacqui will bring 
fresh ideas and style both to the newsletter and the board. 
Pain Gissy 

Thanksgiving Quiz Answers in 

1. B Three days 2. C 4 3. A. 90 4. C. cranberry sauce 
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Census Taker 
It was the first day of census, and all through the land; 
The pollster was ready. . . a black book in hand. 
He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 
His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 
A long winding ride down a road barely there; 
Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up 
through the air. 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 
And wisps of brown hair she tucked back in place. 
She gave him some water . . . as they sat at the table' 
And she answered his questions . . . the best she was able. 
He asked of her children.. Yes, she had quite a few; 
the oldest was twenty, the youngest not two. 
She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 
His sister, she whispered , was napping in bed. 
She noted each person who lived there with pride; 
And she felt the faint stirring of the wee one inside. 
He noted the sex, the color, the age 
The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 
At the number of children, she nodded her head; 
And saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 
The places of birth she "never forgot"; 
Was it Kansas? Or Utah? Or Oregon . . . or not? 
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Thev came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 
But she wasn't quite sure just how long they'd been here. 
They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 
They could read some . . . and write some . 
Though really not much. 
When the questions were answered, his job there was 
done; 
So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun. 
We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear; 
"May god bless you all for another ten years." 
Now picture a time warp ... its' now you and me; 
We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 
As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 
Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 
That the entries they made would affect us this way? 
If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning 
we feel. 
And the searching that makes them so increasingly real. 
We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 
Through their blood in our veins and their voice 
in our heart. 	Author unknown 
Nortlntest Missouri Genealogical Society Vol 20 No 4 
submitted bY Beverh' Russell 


